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TO 



THOMAS WILLIAM CHESTER MASTER, ESQ. 

OfKiwle Park in Ahnondsbury, and of The Abbey, Cirencester. 



My dear Sir, 

In collecting materials for the history of the Chesters of 
Chicheley I accumulated, almost without intention, a mass of notes 
concerning the other families of Chester ; and I have now put together 
for your acceptance what I have found about your ancestors, the Chesters 
of Gloucestershire. 

It was firmly believed in both our families a hundred and fifty years 
ago that they sprung from a common ancestor, in the person of Robert 
Chester, who founded a chantry at Stow-on-the-Wold in 1445 ; and this 
tradition had so much weight with your relation and predecessor, Mr. 
Chester of Knole, who was for nearly thirty years the respected M.P. 
for Gloucestershire, that when he married in 1736, he went out of his 
way to have his marriage celebrated at Mercers' Chapel by Mr. Anthony 
Chester, who was afterwards the ninth Baronet of Chicheley. I am 
afraid, however, that the story of our common descent is one of those 
family traditions which will not bear the test of historical criticism ; for 
it is certain that the two families were distinct in the reign of Henry VI., 
and there is no proof whatever of their common origin. 

The genealogy of the Astry family, whose Arms are quartered by 
the heirs of the Chesters of Knole, has cost more labour and time than 
I had anticipated ; but the descent of your ancestor. Sir Samuel Astry 
of Henbury, from Sir Ralph Astry, the Lord Mayor of 1493, had still 
to be proved, and the connexion between the diflferent branches of Sir 
Ralph's descendants has now for the first time been worked out in detail. 
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IT DEDICATORY EriSTLE. 

My Memoir would have been less imperfect, if my researches had 
not been interrupted twelve years ago by my deplorable illness; 
but an invalid imprisoned to his room must often be contented to 
indicate fresh sources of information, which he can never hope to 
explore. You may rely, however, on the accuracy of my Notes, so 
far as they go ; for nothing has been admitted into the text except 
upon sufficient evidence, and every statement is vouched by reference 
to my authority. The proofs are collected in an Appendix, and are 
referred to by numbers in brackets; but I have not thought it 
necessary to encumber my text by continual references to the printed 
histories of Bristol and Gloucestershire. 

A book of this kind could scarcely be compiled without local assist- 
ance ; and I gratefully acknowledge my obligations to those who have 
been good enough to supply me with information. 

The early registers of St. John's and St. James's parishes at Bristol 
were examined for me by Mr. Henry Sidney Wasbrough, who has 
spared neither time nor trouble in making searches on my behalf 
in the archives of the Corporation ; whilst Mr. F, Grigson transcribed 
for me from his Collection of Extracts from Bristol registers all the 
entries in which the name of Chester occurs. Mr. W. D. Sweeting 
searched the Registry at Peterborough for Wills of the Astry family 
from I6I5 to 1660; and I am indebted to Mr. Stephen Tucker, Somerset 
Herald, for copies of the pedigrees of Astry recorded in the College of 
Arms, as well as for some valuable hints on the subject of your Arms 
and Quarterings. Most of the Astry Wills were transcribed under my 
direction by Miss Horatia Gntty ; and I have to thank her brother. Rouge 
Dragon, for the Will of Dr. Francis Astry, which is of too recent a date 
t« be copied in the Public Searchroom. Miss Emily Holt was generous 
enough to impose on herself the task of examining the inquests post 
mortem at the Record Office, at a great sacrifice of personal comfort ; 
and the Index, which adds so materially to the value of a book of refer- 
ence, was undei'taken as a labour of love by Mr. Thomas Mason, the 
Senior Assistant-Librarian of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 



DEDICATOBY EPISTLE. V 

It will be seen, too, from my frequent references to their genealogical 
collections, how often my friends Colonel J. L. Chester, the accomplished 
editor of the Registers of Westminster Abbey^ and Mr, G. E. Cokayne, 
Lancaster Herald, have permitted me to reap the fruits of their labour 
and research. 

I have the honour to be, my dear Sir, 

Your very faithful Servant, 

Edmond Chester Watbbs. 

6 Howick Place, Westminster, 
December 1880. 
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GENEALOGICAL NOTES 



OF THE FAMILIES OF 



CHESTER OF BRISTOL, BARTON REGIS, 
MD ALMONDSBURY. 



CHAPTEK I. 

The four distinct Families of Chester and tJteir Arms. 

The Heralds' Visitations record four distinct families of the name of Chester, 
who bore different arms, and were in no way related to each other. 

1. The Chestera of Cliicheley in Buckinghamshire sprang from Robert Chester, 
who had a license from King Henry VI. in 1445 to found a chantry in the Church 
of St. Edward, at Stow in Cotswold. (i) His son, William Chester of London, 
had a coat of arms granted to him on 22d May 1467 
by William Hawkslow, Clarencieux, viz. Party per 
pale Argent and Sable, a c/ievron engrailed between 
three rams' heads erased attired Or, all counterchangedf 
within a bordure engrailed be~antij ; which was 
allowed to his grandson, Sir William Chester, at the 
Visitation of London in 1568. Sir WilUam is 
honourably remembered in history for his courtesy 
and humanity to the Protestant martyra who were 
burned in SmithBcld in 1554, when he waa one of 
the Sheriffs of London and Middlesex. He was 
Lord Mayor of London in 15C0, and MJ. for the 
City in the second Parliament of Queen Elizabeth. 
His eldest son, William Chester, was Constable of 




caasiiB o> cmoBUiiT. 




TOE FOUR DISTINCT FAMILIES OF CHESTER. 



Wisbech Castle, anil married Jadith Cave, the 
heiroaa of Chicheley, whicli was thenceforth the seat 
of his descendatita. Tlieir son and heir, Sir Anthony 
Chester, was created a baronet by James I. on 23d 
March 1619-20, soon after the institution of the 
Order, and the title become extinct in 1769, on the 
death of the ninth baronet, (i) 

2. The Chestera of Bristol, Barton Begia, and 
Almondabury in Gloucesterahire were all descended 
from Henry Chester, inercliant of Bristol, who died 
Sheriff of lliat city in 1470. They all bore the coat 
of GuUs a lion paamnt Ermine, betu>een three hawks' 
iurea Argent; and I have attempted in these memoirs 
to recover their history. 

3. Tiie Cliesters of Hertfordshire were descended 
from Sir Robert Cliester Kt., a ^ntleman of the 
Privy Chamber to lleury VHI., who purchased the 
manors of lioyston and Cockcnliatch in 1540. (2) 
It has been asserted that these Chesters came out of 
Derbyshire, where they had lost their estates in the 
AVars of the Roses ; (2) but it ^ clear from the public 
records, that no family of note of this name ever 
existed in Derbysliire ; and there are many indica- 
tions that Sir Robert was a native of Hertfordshire, 
and that his family had long been tenants and depen- 
dents of the great Abbey of St, Alban's. William 
Chester of Chipping-Barnet, who was nearly related 
to Sir Itobert of Royston, and bore the same arms, 
was the ancestor of the Chesters of Blaby in Leices- 
tershire. (3) His great-grandson, Leonard Chester 
of Blaby, emlgraled to New England in the reign of 
Charles I,, and founded a family at Wethersfield in 
Connecticut. (4) All these families bore Ermine, on 
a chief sable a gri^ii passant Argent, (5) 

4. The Chesters of Leigh in Essex were founded 
by Richard Chester, a native of Hartlepool in the 
county of Durham, who was Master of the Trinity 
House in 1015, and made his fortune as a mariner. (6) 
He died in 1E)32, and his effigy in brass 13 BtiU to be 
seeu in the Chancel of Leigh Church. His son, 



THB FOUB DISTIKCT PAMHIES OF CHESTER. 

Robert Chester of Wickford, near Leigh, entered his pedigree at the Vuitation of 
Essex in 1634, and obtained a grant of the following coat of arms in Febrnary 
1639 from Sir John Borongb, Garter : Or on a fess Gules three cutlaaaet Argent 
pommelled Or. (7) Bnt this family of Cteater was of brief dvntion, for the male 
line failed in 1649, 




All these fonr families have long been extinct in the male line except the Cbes- 
ters of Hertfordshire, and they only sarrive in a younger branch ; which was lately 
represented by Sir Kobert Cheater Kt. of Bash Hall, near Hatfield, the Master of 
the Ceremonies to her Majesty the Qneen. 



HEHHT CHESTER, SHERIFF OF BRISTOL I470. 



CHAPTER n. 

Hie Clmters of Bristol and Rodford. 

Heotiy Chester, merchant of Bristol, was one of the bailiffs of that city in 
1456, when Queen Margaret of Anjou viaited Bristol in royal state, and was enter- 
tained by the corporation. (S) The mayor of that year was William Canning, the 
munificent founder of St. Mary Eedclifife's church, and the hero of the Kowley 
poems. Chester was Sheriff of Bristol in 1470, and died in the year of his 
Bhrievalty. 

It ia gravely asserted in the Baronetages that Henry was one of the sons of 
Robert Chester of Stow in Cotswold, the ancestor of the Cheaters ofChicheley; 
but this tradition was unknown to the older Heralds, and is not supported by a 
particle of evidence. Henry's descendants never pretended any claim to the arms 
which were granted in 14(i7 to Robert Chester'j son, William Chester of London, 
and the numerous wills of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries sliow no trace of 
any connexion or even acquaintance between the two families. It is certain there- 
fore that if the Chesters of Stow St. Edward and Bristol really sprung from a 
common ancestor, he must be looked for at a much earlier period than the reign of 
Henry VI. A still more improbable story is told In Rudder's History of Gloucester- 
shire, where it is alleged that Henry's grandson, William Chester, the father of the 
purchaser of Almondsbury, was a cadet of the Chesters of Royston, and had been 
Master of the Horse to the unfortunate Duke of Bnckingliam, who was beheaded 
in 1522. But William's parentage and career are ascertained beyond all doubt, 
and his connexion with Sir Robert Chester of Royston is disproved by the silence 
of the family Wills and the difference of their Arms. 

Henry Chester died on 14th Feb. 1470-1471, and was burled near his pew 
before the great crucifix in the nave of All Saints' Church, Bristol. IBs social 
standing amongst the leading merchants of bis time is sufficiently proved by the 
witnesses who attested his Will. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Tertio die menais Febmarij anno Dni. millifao CCCCLXX"'. 
Eoo IlENnicijs Chestyb pe Biubtou. MERCiTOR, compos mentis et saute memoria) condo testa- 
montoDi meum in hunc modum. 

Imprimis, do et legu oaimam meam Deo omnipotenti beatfo Mmira matri sum et Sanctis 
omnibus: eorpuBque meum sepeliendum in ecclesia Omniom Sanctorum in Brystoll in medio 
nftvis cccleaiw prope meam sedem coram summa ernco. Item, lego predictiE eeclesiw pro 
deoimis meis oblitis y^i. viijrf. Item, lego matri ecelesis! Vigomiensi iji. Item, volo nt tmus 
jdoncas capellanns ad cetebrandum nennon ad orandum epecialiter pro anima mea ot animabaa 



PEDIQBEE OF CHE3TEB OF BRISTOL AND SODFORD, 



FEDiaBEE OF CHESTER OF BRISTOL AND RODFORD. 



1 vife.^Henr; Cheater, Merchant of Bris-^y^ wife, Alioe ; eieon- 

'"" ' ' " ■'■" ■ " '" "!--■"■ tiiji47i. aiedwidow 

16 Deo. H85. WiU 
1485. 



dead to! ; Bailiff of BriBtol 1466 ; Sheriff 

IICO. 1170 ; died 1 J Feb. 1170-1 : buried 

at All Saints, Bristol. Will 1170. 

Joan ; John Cheater, Menhantof^Anne, 

mar. with Brietol ; Bailiff of Brietel 

kdan. 1176; Sheriff 1487; died 

Macgaret 1489 ; bar. at AU Saints, 

Id 1185. Bristol. WiU 1168. 



widow* 



John CheeteT, 

a Monk; Prior 

eiecn- of Barlynch 

triill89. 1185; died 22 

Sept. 1188. 




Iw. Anne, dan. ot^William Chester, Merchant of Bristol; 8heriff=3 w. Mawdei^r-l b. William 
[Hanrice Large, of Bristoll522 ; Major 1537 and 1552 ; M. P. died widow, Feb. Pjkea.Majorof 
of Waller's Conrt, 1565 for Bristol ; pnrcbaeed the Rodford estate 1664-5; bur. at Bristol 1618; 
flo, Glone., or of in Westerleigh, and the Black Friars, Bristol ; St. Thomas, Bria- died 1551 ; bnr. 
John Ware, Major died 1 Sept. 1558 ; bur. at St. James, Bristol, tol. Will 1561. at St. Thomas, 
Of Bristol 1523]. WilllSSS. (Inq. p.m. 29 Deo. 2 Eliz.) ^Bristol. 



William Chester, Thomas Chester, 
son; White- 3d eon; Alder- 
ir of BriEtol ; man of Bristol ; 
died 1673. An- purchased the 
•ro/theChei- manors of Al- 
ters of Barton mondsbnTT. An 



Begii and Lon- 

A. 

PEDIQUEE II. 

(at pp. 21-25.) 



roflheChta- 
noe. 

Pedioree III. 
(.1 pp. 40-11.) 



Mot; Cheater ; Dominick Chester, 

marr. John Bo- 1th son ; of Ihe Black 

bertB, Majorof Friara,Bristol; Sbe- 

Bristol 1578 ; riff of Bristol 1667 ; 

parchaser of M.P. tor Minohead 

the manor of 1572; died Jnlj 

Wosterleigb, 1576. AdminiBtra- 

CO. Olouc. tioQ granted to ne- 

^ pbew£dward3Bept. 
1676. 



,=5=Mary; 



tol, 28 
1672. 



James Cheater,= 
SOD and heir, of 
Itodford; Mer- 
chant of Bristol ; 
died 10 April 
16G0: bnr. at St. 
James, Bristol. 
Will 1500. (Inq. 
p.m. 27 Sept. 3 
Eliz.) 



=Marj, dan. of I.John; bept,35Dec. 

John Smyth, 1557 ;* died infant. 

Major of Bristol 2. Dominick; bapt. 

' 19Marchl559-60;- 

died infant. 
3. Charles Chester, 
son and heir 1675 ; 
Sept. 1560, died a minor. 

GoorKO Hig- 1. Edi|ard, 1582, 

gina of Bristol, brother and heir; 






6.QilesChcs- 
ter, brother 
andheir; ap- 
prenticed in 
LoudoD, 
Fob. 1581-5 ; 
died nnm. 



rT— ' 



6. ArihurCbes- Alice, 1688; 

ter, brother and bapt. 6MaTCli 

heir; bapt. 21 1561-2.' 

Aug. 1563; ol Marj, 16821 

the Block bapt. 14 Not. 

Friais, Bristol ; 1567 .f 

diednnm. ; bnr. Anne, 16B2. 

at Almonds- PrisciUa, 

burj, 17 June 1676 ; bapt. 

1603. 120cl.l671.t 



'Bridget Slocomhe ; admix. Thomas, 1660; Elizabeth; mar. 

25 Feb. 1580-1 ; re-mar. at bnr. 17 May 6 Sept. 1568, 

St. Stephen, 26 Feb. 1686-7, 156 J. Rowland Wil- 

ThoDiaB Holcomie of Bris- liams of Bristol. 



Edward Cheater, aoo and heir, of" 
Rodford ; Merchant of Bristol ; 
mar. at St. Nicholas, 25 Jane 
1570; died 12 Feb. 1580-1; bnr. 14 
Feb. {Inq. p.m. 268ept. 2 JamesL) tol. 

James Chester, son and heir ; Robert ; bapt. Marj ; bapt. 9 ElizabeUi ; bapt. Bridget ; bapt. 

bom and bapt. 12 Sept. 1573 ; 21 Feb. March 1570- 1 ;t 6 Not. 1676;t 29 Not. 1577. t 

inherited the Black Friars in 1574-6.t mar. 3 Maj 1591, mar. 16 Dec. 1693, 

1003 from Arthur Cheater, William Brown Thomas Jewell 

SOD of Domiulek. ol Bristol. of Bristol.f 



6 THE CHESTERS OF BRISTOL AKD RODFORD. 

pro ijuibiia tensor, in eccleain preiUcta otdinetur Becandnm volantatem ct dispositioucm Alicite 

meie uxoria. 

Reaidaiim vero bonorum meaniin non legatoruin post dobita moa sotula et hojus tostfunoQli 

eompletionem do et lego predictfo Alicia?, lit ipsa inde urdinet ct disponat pro solute auimie men 

prout ei videbetur molias faciendom Deo placere, et aaimcD men pro£cL-re. Et eaadem Alioiam 

oidino foaio et conlirmo raeam executricem. 

Is onJKB rei teBlamonium huic prceacnti testamento tueo sigilliun meom apposni, 

Hit IfHibui Thomas Kej'nsham* Majore Tillto predicts, Nicola Witrjng gontilman, ot Thoma 

Howleyt meroatore, Roberto Bolton, { Willielmo EowIey.§ 

Probntum apud Lamehith aecando die menais Martii anno Dni. aapra dioto [a March 1470-1] 
et commissa fuit adminiRtratio bononim Alicia) relictot diet! defoucti et exeontiioi, in persona 
Johannis Jevan procuratoris, etc. [4 Wattys in C.P.C] 

Henry Chester left a widow Alice, and three children, viz. 

I. John Chester, merchant of Bristol, of whom hereinafter. 

II. John Chester, was a Kehgious, and was elected in 1485 Prior of Barlynch 
in Somersetshire, a house of Austin Canons. lie died 22d Sept. 1488. (9) 

III. Joan Chester is mentioned with her daughter Margaret in Alice Ches- 
ter's Will, and was (I presume) Henry's daugliter hy a former wife. 

Henry's widow, Alice Chester, founded a chantry in All Saints' Church, in which 
masB was to be daily celchrated for ever for the repose of the soul of her late husband, 
Henry Chester, and for the salvation of herself, the said Alice, and of their 
children. (8) She survived him above fifteen years, and died on ICth Dec. 1485, 
when she was buried near him in All Saints' Church. 



Alice Cbebtkb, widow of Hbkkt Ckebteb, late of BniaToi, mehcuam, deceased. 

Will (Latin) dated 10th Dec. 1495. 

To be buried iu All Saints' Oiurch, Bristol, near mv late husband To the mother church 
of Worcester iijj. ivi/. To John Thomas, || Ticar of All Sauits a bell cup of silver gilt To my 
BOO, Master John Chester, canon and prior of Barlyuch 1002 and a basin and ewer of silver, 
parcel-gilt 

Was torches to be given to each of the following diurchea in Enstol, viz. the cliorches of All 
Saints, St. Werberg, St. Owen, St, Catherine Temple, St. Nichoks Crypt, 8L Michael, St. 
John Baptist, and St. Philip and St, Jacob; and vj/. to be expended in masses for my soul and 
the souls of my husband, Henry Chester, and of mj kinsfolk. 

To my son, John Chester, merchant, a. tenement in W3'ncli- street, Bristol, which was bought 
by my late husband from William Nicholas of Bristol, ' halyer.' To John Baynton a cup silver- 
gilt. To Joan Chester, daughter of my said husband, a furred gown and an annual rent of 
xiij*. ivrf.p and to her daufihter Margaret a towel of twilly. To Margaret Rowley a girdle. To 
Frediswido Doliuner a girdle, toweb, and napkins. To my sister, Edith Wolff, a girdle. The 
residue to my said son, John Cheater, merchant of Bristol, whom 1 make my executor. 

* Thomai Eeymham was Bailiff of BrUtol in 1453, BherifTiu 1460, and Major in 1470. (g) 

t Thomtu Itoiclcy. Bailiff of Brintol in 1466 bdJ Sheriff in 1475, died SSd Jan. 1478-9. He and 
his wife Margaret have their effigies is bcoes in St. Julia's Clinroh, Bristol. {%) 

t Bolltrt Bolton was Bailiff of BtiEtal in 14ES. (S) 

§ William liovlty was Bailiff of Bristol in 1474, and nos buried iu 1479 in the Oborcli of KotM 
Dsmo at Dam in Flanders. (S) 

II John Thomat was Vicar of All Saints in 1184, when the root of the choir waa ceiled. (%) 
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Witaiesses : John Esterfield * Ricliard Sh6nnan,t merchants of Bristol ; William Saire, 
notary public ; John Steyyns,f and others. 

Will proved in C.P.C. by John Chester the son, 6th Feb. 1485-6. [14 Logge.] 

n. 

John Chester, the eldest son of Henry and Alice, was, like his father, a 
merchant of Bristol, and a resident in All Saints' parish. He was 6aili£f of his 
native city in 1476 and Sheriff in 1487 ; but he did not live to be Mayor, for he 
died a young man early in 1489, leaving an infant son, WiLLlAM, and was buried 
with his father and mother in All Saints' Church. 

His wife Anne was the executrix of his Will, and the overseers were his mother's 
friends, John Thomas, the vicar of All Saints, and John Easterfield,* who was then 
M.P. for Bristol, and had been Mayor in the year when Chester was Sheriff. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Yicesimo secondo die mensis Decembris anno Dni. miUesimo 
cccclxxxviij. [22d Dec. 1488]. Ego Johes. Chester, mercatob vilue BBisTOLLiiS, compos 
mentis et san® memorisB, condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. 

In primis, do et lego animam meam deo omnipotente beatae Marise et omnibns Sanctis ejus, 
corposque meum sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali omnium Sanctorum ejusdem villas juxta 
sepulturam pasentum meorum. 

Item, lego Johanni Thomas vicario ejusdem ecclesiie pro decimis meis oblitis optimam togam 
de violet atque penulatam cum fifoynys,§ et viginti solidos sterling. Item, lego matri ecclesi® 
Vigomiae ii^j*. ih^d. 

Residuum vero omnium bonorom meorum non legatorum, funeralibus expensis deductis, et 
debitis meis persolutis, do Annas uxori meas, ut ea ipsa habeat et gaudeat ad suum proprium 
usum et proficuum. Et eamdem Annam ordino facio et constituo hujus testamenti mei et 
ultimas meae voluntatis meam executricem, et Johannem Esterfeld, mercatorem, Johannem 
Thomas praedictum, supervisores. 

His testibus, Henrico Weston seniore de BristoU, gentleman, Johanne Smgge,|| Thoma 
Baker, mercatore, et multis aliis. Datum die et anno suprascriptis. 

Probatum apud Lamehith vicesimo sexto die mensis Maij anno Dni millmo. cccoLXXxviiJj^ 
[26th May 1480] per Michaelem Trappes procuratorem Annas Eelictas et executricis, etc. 

John Chester's widow was young and well provided for, and probably soon 
married again ; for she disappears from view after proving her husband's will. 

* John EatterJUld was Sheriff of Bristol in 1482, and was Mayor in 1487, when John Cheeter, the 
son of the teetatrix, was Sheriff. He was M.P. for Bristol in the first two Parliaments of Henry YII., 
and was Mayor for the second time in 1494. He died 18th Feb. 1507-8, and was buried with his three 
wives, Alice, Soholastica, and Maud, in the Church of St. Peter and Paul, Bristol. (8) 

t Richard Sherman was Sheriff of Bristol in 1485. 

^ John Stevent was Bailiff of Bristol in 1470, when Henry Chester was Sheriff. He was Sheriff in 
1483, and Mayor in 1490. (8) 

S * Foym* was a fur made of polecats' skins, which was formerly much used for lining and trinmuDg 
gowns. HalliweU quotes from * Piers Ploughman :' 

* And yet under that cope 
A cote hath he furred 
With foyns, or with fiohewes 
Other fynbevere.' 
The fiehiwe wtf a kind of weasel. 

I John Snigge was Sheriff of Bristol in 1486, and was the ancestor of Sir George Soigge Ki, 
fiecorder of Bxistoli who died one of the Barons of ttie Exobequer in 1617. 
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III. 

William Chester, the only son of John, ■was a child of tender years when! 
fatlier died in 1489, and lived to become one of the wealthiest and most considerable 
merchants of his time. He was Sheriff of Bristol in 1522, und was Mayor in 1537, 
and again in 1552. (8) The houac which his father and gran<lfather had occupied 
in the parish of All Saints, in the heart of the city, was insufficient for the require- 
ments of liis greater fortune, and he removed into the suhurban parish of St. James, 
where he purchased from Sir Miles Partridge five houses in Broad Mead, on the 
rising ground on the right bank of the Froomc, He converted tliree of them into 
a spacious dwelling-house for his own occuyiation, and his gai'den abutted on the 
precincts of the Dominican Convent of the Black Friars. It may he inferred from 
the Christian name of his youngest son that he and his wife had a special devotion 
for the Order of St. Dominic ; but this did not |)revent him from purchasing for liis 
own use the site of the Black Friars when the monastery was suppressed by the 
Crown. The premises were surrendered into the Kuig'a hands in 1537, and were 
granted to Chester in 1539. (lo) He had no scruples in dealing with his purchase; 
for ho degraded the cloister of the monks into an orchard, in which he kept two 
cowa for the use of his household, and he built a bowling-alley in what had been the 
Abbot's garden. The rest of the premises were set aside as a provision for hia 
son Dominick, whose name seemed to give him a special interest in the property. 
The site, however, was not wholly lost to piety and religion, for it was charged by 
Chester's will with an annuity for ever in favour of the Almshouse for sis poor 
people, which ho had built behind his house on St. James's back. But this charitable 
provision did not protect his successors from the ill-luck which proverbially attended 
the owners of Church lands, and the inheritance was quickly followed by the 
extinction in the male Une of both families, to which it descended. The Black Friars 
was only one of many purchases of houses and lands m the city and suburbs of 
Bristol which are enumerated in Chester's Will, He was also possessed of a country 
house called Hayatt, and of an estate called liojford, in the parish of Westerleigh, 
nine miles out of Bristol, which he purchased from Sir Nicholas Poynlz of Acton, 
at the same time that his aon-in-law, Alderman Roberts, bought the manor of 
Westerleigh, He gave by his Will Hayatt, with the garden and fifteen acres 
adjoining, to his son Thomas, hut the rest of his estate at Rodford was devised to 
his eldest son James, and remained with his descendants for several generations. 

Chester was one of those lukewarm Catholics who had no scruple in making 
profit out of the lands of the suppressed monasteries, but had no liking for the new 
Protestant doctrines. He was accordingly denounced m 1539byoneof the fanatical 
Retbrmera as ' that double knave William Chester^or sometimes lie is with us and 
sometimes with the knaves ; hut he shall he a long htave for it, and his wife a foolish 
drabffor the is the enemy of God' s word. (ll) Religious feeling ran so high in Brifital 
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at this period, and so few of the leading merchants were free from fanaticism on 
one side or the other, that Chester's want of zeal gave him great local influence 
with both parties, which he exerted on occasion to his own credit and the, advantage 
of his fellow-citizens. The changes in religion which followed the accession of 
Edward VI. created great discontent in the West of England ; and it is expressly 
recorded that the disturbances in Bristol in May 1549 ^were for the moat part 
quenched by the industry of Mr. William Chester^ who took great pains likewise to 
procure pardon for the unruly citizens i/tat were guilty of riot J* (12) He thenceforth 
took a prominent part in public affairs ; for he was for the second time Mayor of 
Bristol in 1552, and was M.P. for his native city in the second parliament of 
Philip and Mary, whicih met at Westminster on 21st Oct. 1555. (13) 

He married two wives. His first wife Anne is variously described as the 
daughter of John Ware, Mayor of Bristol in 1527, (14) and of Maurice Large, of 
Wallies Court in Somersetshire. (15) But whatever was her parentage, she was the 
mother of his five children, and was still living in 1539. (11) Chester was advanced 
in years when he married his second wife Maud, for her previous husband died late 
in 1551. She was the well-jointured widow of William Pykes,* sometime Mayor 
of Bristol, and her eldest son, John Pykes, was Chester's brother-alderman. She 
had no issue by her second husband, but enjoyed his full confidence and affection. 

Chester died 4th Sept. 1558, (16) and was buried in St. James's Church, 
Bristol. (20) He died rich, both in real and personal estate, and his Will shows the 
profusion of gold and silver plate in which great merchants of that period dis- 
played their wealth. It was found, at the inquest held after his death on 29th 
Dec. 1559, that he had died seised of the Kodford estate in Westerley, and that his 
heir was his son James, who was then thirty years old and upwards. (16) 

William Ciiester als. Ciiestke, alderman of the cyttie of Brystol. 

Will dated 2d Sept. 155B. 

Sycke in body. Imprimis, I bequeathe my soulc unto God and my body unto Chrystyan buryall. 

To Maude my wyflfe my old gold that she hath of myne, and all her own plate and jewels, 
and all manner of apparel that she hatli, and her household stuff tliat is in my house : Also, COO 
markes in money, to be paid as follows, viz. 200 markes witliin two months after my departynge, 
and 100 markes at St. James' tyde next after, and 100 markes at Clirystmas next following, 
and 100 markes at St. James' tyde next, and 100 markes at Clirystmas next. Also to my said 
wyffe during her natural lyffe my fyve houses, viz. tliat I now dwell in, which is worth fyve 
markes a yere, and two houses uppon Seynt James's backe, which is worth fyve markes a yere 
and better : Also fyve markes to be payde her yerely by my sonnc Domynick Chester out of the 
lands of Black Fryars in Brystol, and £y\e markes more yerely to be paid to her by my sonnes 
James and Thomas Chester out of my lands at Westerley in Gloucestershire : Also my great 
orchyarde at the Fryars with the little garden, where the cloyster there was ; also the use of the 
two kyne there during her lyffe, and after her decease the said great orchyarde and the two kyne 
are to go to my sonne James. 

To my Sonne James Chester and his heirs male for over all my houses and lands called 

* William Pykes, Sheriff of Bristol 1532, and Mayor 1548, gave by his will in 1550 to the Chamber- 
lain of Bristol £50 for repairing highways, and also £20 * towards fetching home of the water to St* 
Thomas* Pipe ;' also £6 18«. 4<l. p.a. to Burton's AlmshouBeB in the parish of St. Thomas. (8) 
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Rodfiml in the parish of Westerley, wltich I bought of Syr Nicolas Poiaos, as it appetTtli by my 
evydence of tlte etune ; lloserving to my aonuo Thnmtka Chester and his heirs male Hayatte attd 
the gronnda nbout the house within the hedge, and 15 ncres ndjoining. 

To my Boid sonne James and his lieirs male all iny }iouaes and lands cnlled the Black Fryars 
at BryBtol, reBerving a lease to be made to my eon Domynick and his heirs malo of Iho earae 
(except the Bowling Alley and Uie little orehjarde, which I give to my sonne James) for the 
term of 9tl years at the yearly rent of lU shillings during my wife's life, but after her death my son 
Domynick is to pay 20 shillingH a year rent, and also to pay six pence every week for ever to 
the six poor people in the Almsliouse wliich is upon St. James' backe ; and for lack of paymont 
the Mayor's Sergeant may distrain on my boose to whomsoever it appertaineth, na a quit rent 
due nuto tliem of the said Almshouse for ever. The aix poor people to be put in by hyra that 
doth enjoy the land and pay Ihera, But if my son Domynick dies, and his lioir be not of the age 
of 20 years, then ilHrnea Chester or tlie eldest of my sons then living shall enjoy the houses and 
lands of ilio Black Fryars, and sliull pay and keep all tilings according lo my will, until tlie sou 
and heir of Dumynick be of the age of -JO, and in the mean lime shall answer and pay to the 
cliyldo fil. a year, or else to hym tliat hath Hie chjldo in keeping, nutil he be 20 years old. The 
leases to ho made more formally by learned counsayll, according to myne intent and meaning, 
To my said son Jonioa and his heirs male lite lodge and two gardens at Mychal Hill, beliind the 
White Fryars, that I bought of my Lord Hussey, witli remainder tor lack of liis heirs malo to 
the eldest of blood and their heirs male, with remainder to the next of kynne or blood, being of 
that stock or name, for ever, and for lack of heirs male of the stock or name (as God forbydde) 
to remain to the heir (lic). 

To my son William Chester and his heirs male my three houses and garden that I dwell in, 
and two houses upon St James' backe that I purchased of Sir Myles Partridge Kt. ; also Uiroo 
houses and gardens in King Street, and a house before St. Stephen's cUurch door that I bought 
of my Lord Hussey, with all the drapery, hangyngs. chestes. coficrs, taballcs. hedsledes (Uiat 
were nyne), fnniycos and vawtes. with other small things that are necessary to the occupacyon, 
Bcserving nnto my said wife the use and occupying of my said three houses wherein I dwell, with 
the gardens end premises, during her natural life. 

To John Roberts and his wife my daughter Mary the lease of tha houses and gardens in St. 
riiilip's parish, which John Barber holdolh. 

To my said son Jamea three slandyng gjlte cnppes, with a cover gylte wa3i3Bge 13 pounds 
and 13 ounces and a half, also a dozen of spoons with the Apostles' heads wayenge 21 ounces, 
also my skarlett gown furred with foynea, and my skarlett cloke furred with grey furre. To his 
son Edward my Alo crewee, and to his sonne 'Thomas my best hoope of gold and a chayne of 
sylver and gyltn. 

To my sou Thomas my best neasle of goblets wayenge a hundred and some ounces, also a, 
little hoope of gold, also a skarlett gown lyned with damaske, and my beat Pewke gown. To 
his son WiUiam a spyce dyahe, sylver and gylte, wayenge twelve ounces. 

To iny son William my three best Ale cuppes with a cover gylte, wayenge 40 ounces, and sis 
sponos with lyons or knoppes, and a Salt with a cover parcell gilte, wayenge 17 ounces, also a 
spycedyshe of sylver and gylte wayenge 19 ounces, with a goldrynge and one of my best gowns. 
And to his son William a goblelt of gylte wayenge IB ounces. To my son Domynick a standyng 
cupp with a cover parcell gylte wayenge 14 ounces, and a Salt with a cover parcell gylte wayenge 
11 oonces, and a gold tyuge with a blew aafir, and one of my best gowns, and throe new Ale 
Pottos wayenge 40 ounces and odd. 

To John Roberts and his wife Mary my daughter, my two best gylte Salts with a cover 
wayenge 61 ounces, and a demison gj-rdle of her moUier's, and a gold rynge ; And to her aonne 
John Roberta a standj-ng gylte cupp without a cover wayenge 13 ounces. 

To the poor householders and poor people £10 to be disfributedbymy Executors, and towards 
the repayring of the hyghways to Westerley 40 shillings. To the parish church of St. James a 
chasuble grene velvett and a cloth of Tyssue : and to the parish priest there fyve shillings and 
eight pens. 
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The residue of all my worldly goods to my sons James and Thomas Chester, wliom I appoint 
my executors, and they are to distribute a part of my household stuff between my children, 
according to their will and pleasure. Mr. William Pepwall, Mayor of the Cyttie of BrystoU, to 
be overseer of my wiU, and I give him four markes towards a gowne cloth, and a gold rynge. 
The said Mr. Pepwall and my wife Maud to sett in order all things without contradicion or 
varyance. 

Witnesses : Mr. William Pepwall, Maior of Brystoll ; Hugli Jones, priest and notary pub- 
lique ; Mr. William Chester the younger. 

Will proved in C.P.C. by James and Thomas Chester, 8tli Nov. 1559, before Dr. Walter 
Lyddall, LL.D., during the vacancy of the See of Canterbury. [52 Cheyney.] 

Mawde Chester, the widow of William, survived him above six years, and died 
in February 1564, when she was buried with her first husband William Pykes in 
St. Thomas's Church, Bristol. (21) She became, in her second widowhood, a 
zealous Protestant, but the last year of her life was saddened by the death of her 
eldest son John Pykes, who was Mayor of Bristol in 1561, and died shortly before 
his mother. Considering the affection and liberality displayed to her by her second 
husband, it is remarkable that his children should be, with one trifling exception, 
so completely ignored by her will. Her only surviving son, Walter Pykes, was 
Sheriff of Bristol, with her stepson Dominick Chester in 1567, and was Mayor in 
1583. (8) 

Mawde Chester, widdow. "Will dated Otli Feb. 1503- X. 

Weak in body. I * give and bequethe my bodie to God, whicli lie of his fjithcrly goodncs gave 
unto me when he fashioned this my bodie in my mother's wombe.* To be ' ynterred and buried in 
the church of St. Thomas by tlie body of Mr. WilUam Pykes, sometime my dear husband in tlic 
Lord, with such funerall order and obsequies as bccometh my Chri.slijin calling; and some 
learned minister and preacher to be provided to preacli there and then (lod's most holy woorde 
to tlie edyfying and instruction of Chryst's members, the holy and Catholic Church.' 

To 20 poor men and 20 poor women a frieze gown to each of them. To the poor of Brystowe 
.£20 at my burial, or witliin a month of it. To Johane B3*sse the younger one fetherbed with a 
flocke bedd, shettis, covering and all to a bedd belonging ; also my tSondnic salt and six silver 
spoons, the worhbuj dale spoons. To the daughter of John Shepherd, chaundler, 40 shillings; 
and to her father 40 shillings and a frieze gown. To Maistress Rowland'' my sadd colloured 
cassock garded with velvet. To goodwife l*iyssly a mourning cassock and 40 shillings. To 
Elinor Ffrye i:0 135. 4(/., a mourning cassock, and a great panne. To Saul's wife of Clifton a 
mourning cassock. To every maj'deof my hous«a frock or cassock, 'as they like,' of my fine 
frieze. To John Long and John Bysse's wife a mourning cassock each. To goodwife Broadwane 
a frock or cassock and 20 shillings. 

To William Chester tlie hangyng in the parlor and the hall. To Mr. Denys a spyce dish. 
The rest of my goods to my only son Walter Pykes and my only daughter Cicely Haggett, widow, 
who are to be my executors. 

Memorandum. — The testatrix after making her Will spake these woordes on the lyke ; viz. 
* I give unto Mary Wlgraore i*20, of the X'lOO, which should come unto her by the legacie of 
my late son John Pykes.' 

Witnesses : Walter Pykes, Cicely Haggett, Katheryn Pykes, William and Ellen, Servauntes 
to the above Mrs. Chester. 

Will proved in C.P.C. by both executors 3d Nov. 1504. [30 Stevenson.] 

' The wife of Thomas Rowland, merchant, who was Sheriff of Bristol in 1569, when Thomas Chester, 
Btepson of the testatrix, was Major. 
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'WHliam Chester had issue by his first wife five children, four sons and a 
danghter, viz. 

I. James Chester, his son and heir. 

n. WmJAH CnESTER, Wliitc-tawer, of Bristol, ancestor of the Cheaters of 
Barton Regis antl of London. 

m. TnoMAS Chester of Almondsbury, the ancestor of the Ciiesters of Knole. 

IV. RKry Chester married in her father's lifetime John Eoberts, who was 
Sheriff of Bristol in 15G2 and Mayor in 1578. He was the second son of John 
Eoberts of Ashford in Shropshire, by Margaret, daughter of Richard Johnson, one 
of the Gentlemen-at-Arras to iVrthur Prince of Wales. (17). His eldest brother 
Thomas was Collector of Customs at Bristol, and his youngest brother Henry was 
the ancestor of Roberts of Sulton-Cheynell in Leicestershire. (18) He bore Partif 
per pale Artfetit ami Gules a lion rampant Salile, (19) and entered his pedigree at 
the Visitation of Gloncestershii'e in 1509, when he had five children, viz. I. John, 
son and heir apparent, ir. Walter, HI. Thomas. IV. Elizabeth, wife of 
John Scourvill. V. Mart. (17) He describes himself in the Visitation as 'of 
Bristow, and of Westerley in co. Gloucester,' for he had purchased from Sir 
Nicholits Poyntz of Acton the manor of Westerleigh at the same lime that his 
father-in-law bought Rodfonl. This manor remained with his descendants for 
several generations, and was the seat of his great-grandson Thomas Roberts, Esq., 
who died there 2(;th July 1673, aged 49. (1+) 

V. DoMIXlCK Chester was born and baptized before the change of religion ; 
and when he was taken as a child to hear mass in the neighbouring church of his 
patron saint, he little thought that he shoidd live to see the monks dispersed, and 
to be the owner of their desecrated cloister.^. He evidentlyowed it to hia Christian 
name that his father gave him, to the exclusion of his brothers, a lease of the Black 
Friars at a nominal rent. It was entailed on him and his heirs male for the term 
of 89 years, when the Will directed that it should re\-ert to the head of tlie family. 
Dominick was a. merchant of Bristol, and Sheriff of that city in 15<>7. He pros- 
pered in his business, and was elected M.P. for Minehead inl572;(r3) but the 
curse of his unlucky inheritance was too strong for him, and his wife Mary died in 
the same year, leaving eight children who were all of tender age. He survived her 
three years and three months, and died in July 1575 of the plague, which was then 
devastating Bristol. Dominick made no Will, and letters of administration were 
granted on 8th Sept. 1575 to his nephew Edward Chester, who succeeded to the 
management of the Black Friars estate during the minority of the infant heir under 
the provisions of their grandfather's Will, which created the entail. 

Dominick Iiad issue by his wife Marj', who was buried at St. Stephen's, Bristol, 
23d April 1572, {26) ten children, of whom the two eldest died in infancy. 

1. John' Chester was baptized at Christ's Churcli, Bristol, on 25th Dec. 
1557, and was buried there on 11th Feb, following. (23) 
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2. DOMINICK Chester was baptized at Christ's Church (23) on 19th March 
1559-60, and died in childhood before his father. 

3. Charles Chester, surviving son and heir, made the voyage to India and 
China in Martin Frobisher's expedition, and was absent from England when his 
uncle Thomas Chester of Almondsbury made his Will in 1577.* If he ever 
returned, he died soon afterwards unmarried. 

4. Edward Chester, brother and heir of Charles, is mentioned with his 
brothers Arthur and Giles in their uncle Thomas Chester's Will, and died unmarried 
before 1588. 

5. Alice Chester was baptized at Christ's Church on 6th March 1561-2, and 
with her sisters Mary and Anne had legacies of 100 marks each from their uncle 
Thomas. She was still unmarried in 1588 when her brother Giles made his Will. 

6. Arthur Chester was baptized at Christ's Church on 24th Aug. 1563, 
and on the death of his brother Edward succeeded to his father's leasehold interest 
in the* Black Friars. On the death of his brother Giles in 1588 he became the last 
survivor of his family, but he died unmarried, and was buried at Almondsbury on 
17th June 1603. (41) 

7. Giles Chester was bound apprentice for seven years in Feb. 1584-5 to 
John Warter of Watling-street, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of London ; when 
his uncle William Chester of Bristol was bound for him in 100/. (19) Giles died 
unmarried before the end of his apprenticeship, and was buried in London at St, 
Mary's Aldermary, on 15th May 1588. (40) 

Giles Chester (son of Dominick Chester of Bristol, merchant, deceased). 

Will dated lltli May 1588. 

As to the legacy of £40, which was bequeathed to me by my uncle Thomas Chester, Alderman 
of Bristol, and is still unpaid, I desire that my well-beloved Master John Warter, Citizen and 
Merchant Taylor of London, shall have the same for seven years, on condition that he then pay 
^10 to my sister Alice Chester, and also X'lO to my cousin James Chester the elder, now 
servant with Mr. Alderman Starkye, and also £3 (\s. Sil. to each of his own daughters, viz. 
Marjory, Jane, and Anne Warter. The said John Warter to bo my sole executor. 

Will proved in C.P.C. 1st July 15«8. [50 Rutland.] 

8. Mary Chester. 9. Anne Chester. 

10. Priscilla Chester was baptized at St Stephen's, Bristol, 12th Oct, 
1571. (26) She survived her father, but died young before 1577. 

IV. 

James Chester, the son and heir of William Chester, Alderman of Bristol, by 
his first wife, was found, at the inquest held after his father's death to be thirty 
years old and upwards, (16) but he must have been considerably older, for his eldest 
son was born in 1544. (23) lie inherited a good estate, for his father devised to 
him houses and lands in Bristol, besides the Kodferd estate in Westerleigh ; but he 

• See p. 32. 
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never came into full possession of his inheritance, for Iiis stepmother outlived him. 
lie was a mercliant of Bristol, and married in his father's lifetime Mary, daugliter 
of John Smyth,' who died Mayor of Bristol in 1554, and was the ancestor of the 
BaronetB of Long Ashton in Somersctahire, 

James survived his father ouly eighteen months, and was Etill a young man, 
when he died on 15th April 1560. He was buried at St. James's Church, Bristol, 
where a raised tomb against the wall of the old Priory commemorates him and 
severat members of his family. (20) It wai found, at the inquest held after his death 
at Cirencester on 27th Sept. 15130, that he ilied seiBod of the Itodford estate, and 
that his heir was his son Edward, who was then aged 1(5 and upwards. (23) 

James Cbebteb of the etxTiE of BnYsioix, VEncBANT. 

Will duted 8th day of Aprille 15(10. 

Bike in but;, 'ffirst, I wole all my debts, as hit shall appcra in tlio lalter order of iLid Will, 
that I leav honesUje where with all to be hit complete and pnyde, desiring God to give mo tlie 
power to write the truth and notliinge but the truth, for eveiie man's eoncienee shall judge hym 
when we shall appore before the Lord almightie who is the judge of all men. aud knoweth the 
secretts of our harts. I doe make ?tfary my wyef executrix yf liit will please her to take hit 
uppoa her full and holy.' 

To my Bonnes Edward and Tlioraas Chester XUO eaoh, for wliioh 'I wole there sholde bs 
Bowled of such merchandise as I have at the discretion of my ovGrseers unto Uiree or fower 
honest men givinge them ij yeres dnye of paj-ment at an honest pryce, and Uicy at the end of 
theire yeres to hringe theire monnoy unto the chamber of llristowe, according to their lands, 
and yt is the mayor's duty so to doe for the oi'phanta, dcsiringe my overseers that the monney 
may be in good silver or golde. aud tlint hit be fast sealed iu a bagg with die mayor's seals and 
theires, and to bye for tlie behoof of the children fyll they cum to the age of xxij yeres or 
Hciij yeres, provided always that yf liit sholde please my brother Thomas Cliester to take the 
foieaaide monney at the endc of llie ij yeres, liit beiag payde putting in saiEcient lande into his 
handes and costodie durynge the tyme before rehersed, and yf hit sliolde please God to call one 
of the children, lett tlie resto of the monney remaine unto the other, and yf it slmldc please 
God to call them botlie. which the Lord preserve, I any withoute yssuc lawfully begotten, 
then I wolde that with parcell of the monney that my overseers sholde purchas five poundes 
by the yere of good rente whereof to give three sliilling and fower pence by the yero towardes 
the lyghte of Saint Leonardos gatte : and v». yordy to the alms hous iu Lewens meado : and 
T«. by the yoro to the alms hous at saint James' backo : and \». by the yere to Uie alms bona 
in saint Thomas' streate ; and \t. by the yere to the poore in Tuckersf hallo : and ■vi. yerely 
to the poore at Sempoll ^St. Paul's) gatte, the which I wolde sholde be delivered yerely at 
allhallowstide sgaiust Christmas for ever. And tlie rest wliich ys iij^. yerely to be divided 
amongst the poore of this citlie and the place hofore rehersed for ever. Also I wold that the 
rest of the monney that shall ho left, the lande being purcliassed, to remaine unto my wief 
diuing her naturall lyef. And yf hit shold please God to cull her then I wolde hit sholde 
be divided, the one half to my brother's and syaler'a cliildreu. and tlie other half to her brother's 
children ; also, if so be that my wief wolde have one hundrethe poundes of the monney before 
rehersed, putting in sufficient loude for the assurance thereof, I wolde she wolde have it. 

Abo I give unto Edward Chester my sonuo all such laudes tiint my father gave unto me, 

* John Smyth was Sheriff of Brietol in 1532, and Mayor in 1547 and 1654. Ho died in his Mayor- 
alty, and was buried in St. Werburgh's Church, Bristol, wlicre bis monument slill remains. He lett 
seven toot and two danghters. ^ 

t The Tuckers Company had an ancient boepital for six poor people under Tuckers Boll in Temple 
Parish. (1) 
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and that hit shall go frome one to another of the lynage from heire to heire to the uttermost 
of the lyne called Chester being of the male kinde, and being brother's cliildren from yssue to 
yssue according to my father's Will and testament. This the note of the lande I had of hym ; 
Kodforde in Westerley with all such groundes that appertainetli unto liit, which now I have 
sett forthe to one Symonds for nyne poundes six shilling and viij</. the yere, according to a 
writtinge that Master flfrye hath made betwixt hym and me. Also I have out of the blacke 
friers of my brotlier Dominyck free of all charge x^. by the yere during my mother's lyef, and 
after her tyme Dominyck must pay xxs, by yere. Also a parcell of a pece of lande that my 
father bought of* [illejible] which lyeth at Mychall hill, a lodge and ij gardens whereof I have 
made the loane to my wyef during her lyef. 

Also after my tyme I wolde my brotlier Dominyck to have the bowlinge alle (alley) with the 
lyttell orcharde and with a lyttell hous to hit yn the saide orcharde, he payinge to my wyef and 
heires for the rente x*. by the yere. And my wyef to have ij trees when the frute ys on them, 
which she shall lyke best, so long as the great orcharde ys out of her hands. And when the great 
orcharde doth fall into her handes, then she shall have noe frute of the forsaide ij trees, desiringe 
you, good brother Dominyck, to be good unto her that there be no spoyle made out of your orcharde 
in to hers when hit fawleth into her handes. 

To Thomas Chester my sonne all such landes as I have purchasscd myself, I saye, unto 
hym and to hys heires and to the issue that shall proceedo of hym : And tlie rest to follow as 
Edward's before, myndinge tliat all the landes shall come into the issue of the Chesters according 
to my father's Will. 

Also I will that my heires shall make all such leases and covenants unto my brothers 
firmeably according to my father's Will and testament. All the landes I sale my wyef to have 
hit during her naturall lyef, and after her lyef to remain as before rehersed. 

* I desire you most hartelye, my brother Thomas, my brother Dominyck, my brothers-in-lawes 
Edmimd Smythe and llobert Smytlie, to be my overseers, and that you will within five dayes (my 
boddie in the yerthe), take a sure Inventcrie of such goodes and merchandises tliat is in my hous or 
appertaines unto me, I meane not my housliolde stuflfe, wliich housholde stuiTe I give full and holly 
unto my wyef, and she to give parte thereof unto the children accordinge to her discression.' 

Also unto my wyef one hundred ounces of my best plate, and the rest unto my children to bo 
divided in equale portions, my wyef to have the custodio of the hole plate during her naturall 
lyef. And if she doe marrie, to putt in foerfits to the chamber for theire porcion, or the juste 
value thereof as hit shall be praysed by myne overseers. 

Also unto tlie poore where need ys, vi/. xiij^. iij(/. to be given according to the discretion of 
my overseers. Also unto my fower overseers, to every of them, a gowne of xij«. the yarde, and 
to all my brothers and brotlicrs-in-lawe a gowne of xij*. the yarde, and to everie of theire wyves 
a cassocke clothe of X5. the yarde. Also unto Robert Clarke my servant five poundes in monney 
and a blake clothe. To John Roberts my brother-in-lawe a blake colte which goeth in Puckle- 
church parke, imto John Wiltsliire xx*. and a colte, and to llaffe Smytli fortie shilling. To 
Master Offley my littell gimmoU of Gynncy gold, desiring God that this my Will may be accom- 
plished quietly without any disorder of any partie. 

Witneaaes : Thomas Chester, Dominyck Chester, Edmund Smythe, Robert Smythe. 

Will proved in C.P.C. on 12th July 1500, by Mary Chester the widow. [39 Mellerche.] 

James Chester's widow married again within six months, for she married George 
Higgins of Bristol at St. Stephen's Church on 8th Sept. 1560. (26) She had issue 
by James Chester two sons : I. Edward Chester, son and heir. 11. Thomas Chester, 
died under age, and was buried at St. James's, Bristol, 17th May 1564. (20) I 
presume also that Elizabeth Chester, who married 6th Sept. 1568 Rowland Wil- 
liams, (20) was James Chester's daughter. 

* The vendor was Lord Hnssdjr. Ste p. 10. 



THE CHESTEIIS OF BRISTOL AND RODPORD. 



Edward Chester, the son and heir of James, was born in or about 1M4, and 
was therefore a boy of lU when his father died. (23) He inherited his father's 
estate in Bristol and at Rodford, and carried on his business as a merciiant. When 
his uncle Domiiiick died in 1575, he succeeded under his grandfather's Will to the 
administration of the family estate at the Black Friars during the minority of the 
infant heir. But this inheritance brought ita usual ill-luck to its possessor, and 
Edward died on 12th Feb. 1580-1 at the age of ftO, (24) when he was buried on 
14th Feb, in his father's vault in St. James's Church. (20) He made no Will, and 
letters of administration were granted to Ins widow Bridget on 25th Feb. 1580-1. 
He had evidently alienated Ins patrimony at Rodford, tor no in(|uest was held after 
his death by the Escheator of Gloucestershire until Stith Sept. 1004, when his uncle 
Domiuick Chester's male issue had become extinct, and the Black Friars devolved 
on Edward Chester's heir, who was found to be Lis son James Chester, aged 31 years 
and 14 days on the day of the in<juest, (34) 

Edward Cheater married at St, Nicholas's Church, Bristol, on 25th June 1570, 
Bridget Slocombe, {26) and had issue five chOdren, who were all baptized at St. 
Stephen's, Bristol. (26) 

I. Mary Chester was baptized on 9th March 1570-1, and married at St. Ste- 
phen's, Bristol, ou 2d May 1591, William Brown of Bristol. (26) Their son Hugh 
Brown was Sheriff of Bristol in 1642 and Mayor in 1650. 

n. James Chester, his son and heir. 

III. Robert Chester was baptized on 2l8t Feb. Z574-5. 

IV. EliZ-Useth Chester was baptized on 5th Nov. 157(5, and married at 
St. Stephen's on 16th Dec. 1593, Thomas Jewell of Bristol. {26} 

V. Bridoet Chester was baptized on 29th Nov. 1577. 

Bridget Chester, the widow of Edward and mother of Ids children, mari'ied 
secondly at St. Stephen's, Bristol, on 25tli Feb. 1586-7, Thomas llolcombe of 
Bristol. {26) 

VL 
James Chester, the son and heir of Edward and Bridget, was born and bap- 
tized on 12th Sept. 1573, (26) and was therefore little more than seven years old 
when his father died. He succeeded in 1603, under the entail created by his great- 
grandfather's Will, to the estate of the Black Friars in Bristol, when his father's 
cousin Arthur Chester, the last sun'iving son of Dominick, died unmarried at 
Almondsbury. {32) The leasehold term bequeathed to Dominick and his male heirs 
was still unexpired ; and to complete his title to the lease, as well as to the fee-simple 
for the purpose of sale, James was compelled to establish that he was his father's 
heir at an inquest held by the King's Escheator, and to take out letters of admims- 
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tration de bonis non to his granduncle Dominick^ in the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury. The inquest was held at Bristol on 26th Sept 1604^ and the letters 
of administration are dated on 23d Oct. in the same year. By a singular fatality 
James Chester and his family thenceforth wholly disappear from my view. 



SKELETON PEDIGREE OF CHESTER DESCENDED FROM HENRY CHESTER, 

SHERIFF OF BRISTOL 1470. 

Heniy Chester, Sheriff of Bristol U70=?sAlioe. 

I — 

John, Sheriff of Bristol l^ST^Axme. 



J 



WilUam, Mayor of Bristol 1552, M.P. 1555 ; pnrohaser of=f:Aime. 
Rodf ord, Barton Regis, and the Black Friars ; died 1559 



(p. 8). 



I 1 f f 

James of Rodford, William of Barton Dominiok, M.P., of Thomas, M.P. for 

son and heir; died Regis, White-tawer; the Black Friars; oo. Glonc, of Al- 

1560 (p. 18). died 1578 (p. 18). died 1575 (p. 12). mondshoiy ; died 

=1= =T= =T= 1583 (p. 80). 

r-J r-J r-J r-^^ 

Edward of Rodford; Walter of Barton Arthur of the Black William of Enole; 
died 1581 (p. 16). Regis ; died 1641 Friars ; died nnm. died 1607 (p. 88). 

=P (p. 20). -r 1603 (p. 13). r= 

u 1— ^- — , I 



"I 1 

James of the Black William of Barton Walter of London; Thomas II. of Enole; 

Friars, consin and Regis ; died 1659 died 1648 (p. 26). died 1653 (p. 84). 

heir 1608 (p. 16). (p. 22). = == 

. ^ , 1 , 1 

Walter of Barton Thomas of London ; Thomas III. of 

Regis 1659 (p. 23). died 1670 (p. 27). Enole; died 1687 

=T= =P (P» 35). =Y 



\ i—j 



■m 1 



VS^lliam of Barton Two sisters, oo- Robert of London ; Two sisters, oo* Thomas IV. of 
Regis ; died 1684 heirs 1684 (p. 28). died nnm. 1688 (p. heirs 1688 (p. 28). Enole; died 1708 
nnm. (p. 23). 29). (p. 37). 

, ^ ■ J 

Thomas v. of Enole, Richard of Haseley, Elizabeth, marr. Sir 
M.P. for 00. Glonc; co. Warwick; died William Cann,Bart.; 
died s.p. 1763 (p. 88). 1760 (p. 48). died 1726 (p. 92). 

J J 

Elizabeth Lncy of CBSsnBMASTiBOt 

Enole ; marr. W. K90LI (p. 98). 

Bromley Chester, 
Esq., M.P.; died 
•.p. 1799 (p. 46). 
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CHAPTER UI. 



'on Regis. ^^^M 
I of William ^ 



The Cfiesiers of Bristol and Barton 

William Chester, the third 
Cliester, Alderman of Bristol, Ly his firat wife, v 
free of the Company of the White-tawers of Bristol, 
whose trade consisted in preparing ' tawed' leather for 
the glovers.* This was untannetl leather, dressed 
from sheepskins and lambskiiia hy a process of soaking, 
scraping, liming, and softening by alum and salt. He married, in his father's 
lifetime, Joan, daughter of William Horte of Wrington in Somersetshire, by whom 
he liad aL\ sons and two daughters. He died Ist Jan. 1372-3, and was buried at 
St. James's, Bristol, on 3d Jan. following, (20) 

WiLLUii GHKSTEn OF BatsTOT., ' whittare; WiU dated oth Deo. l5Ti. 
To my eldest son WiUiam Chester and his heirs the lands which I inherited bom mj&ther. 
To my son Harrie Chester and his heirs my housoa in Barton Hnndred, with remainder to mj 
eon Waiter Chester, rcmoindei' to my eon James, remninder to ray son Thomas Chester, 
remainder to my eldest son William Chester, remainder to my dan. Elizabetli Chester, remainder 
to my dau. Marie Chester, remainder to my brother Thomas Chester. Legacies to my brother 
Dominick Chester, &ud my sister Mary Roberts. 

The residue to my wife Joan whom I make my execntrix. 
Will proved in C.P.C. 7Ui March 1572-3. [10 Petre.] 
William Chester had issue by his wife Joan Horte eight children. 
I. William Chester, his son and heu-. 
n. Henbt Chester, brother and heir of William, 
ni. Walter Chester, brother and heir of Henry. 

IV. John Chester was baptized with his twin-brother James at St. James's, 
Bristol, 29th March 1559, (20) and died before his father. 

V. James Chester, the twin-brother of John, was in 1588 the apprentice of 
Alderman Starkey in London, when he is called the elder, to distinguish hira from the 
grandson of his uncle James. He died unmarried in 1594 in London, and was 
buried at St. Dunstan's in the East, Letters of administration were granted on 
2d Oct. 1594 to his brother Thomas- 

VI. Thoslvs Chester was apprenticed to liis sister's husband, Robert Prince, 
and afterwards a merchant of Bristol. He died unmarried in 1599, and adminis- 
tration of his estate was granted on 11th July 1599 to his brother Walter. 

'0 caUcd WHte-tacQerB in Cocke LoreUea Dote, palilished by the Percy Booiety, 
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Vn. Elizabeth Chester and her sister Mary had legacies of lOZ. each in 1577 
from their uncle, Thomas Chester of Almondsbury. Elizabeth was in 1591 the 
wife of Mr. Sadler of Newport. 

Vni. Mary Chester married at St. John's, Bristol, on 4th Jan. 1573-4, 
Robert Pryns or Prince, Merchant of Bristol. (31) 

William Chester's widow Joan married secondly a merchant of Bristol named 
Wale or Waal], who was evidently related to her son Henry's wife. It appears 
from her Will that she survived her second husband, and had a daughter Susan by 
her second marriage. She died about Easter 1593, and was buried at St. James's, 
Bristol, near her first husband. 

Joan Wale of St. James in the suburbs of the city of Bristol, widow. Will dated 14th 
Nov. 1692. 

To be .buried in the churchyard of St James's parish, near the place where my husband 
William Chester lies buried. To the poor of St. James's parish 40». To my son Walter Chester 
£-iO. To my son James Chester ^80. To my daughter Suzan Wale ^80. To the cliildren of 
my brother William Horte M 10*. between them in equal share. To each of my sister 
Elizabeth Allen's two children 6*. To my sister-in-law Gillian Horte my best velvet hat, &o. 
To my daughter-in-law Walter Chester's wife my black cloth gown, &c. To my sister Elizabeth 
Allen a gown, &c. My son Thomas Chester to have the residue of my goods and to be my 
executor. My friends John Horte, William Horte, John Horte of Church Hill, Thomas Wale, 
gent., and my neighbour Thomas Parker to be overseers of my Will. 

To my son Walter Chester's son a crock and a panne. 

Will proved in C.P.C. 10th May 1593, by Thomas Chester. [43 Neville.] 

u. 

WlLliLA3I Chester, the son and heir of William the White-tawer, is remembered 
in his grandfather's Will in 1558, and was probably of full age when his father died. 
He died without issue, and his wife EUjnor was buried at St. James's, Bristol, 23d 
Feb. 1617-18. (20) 

m. 

Henry Chester, the second son of William of Bristol by Joan Horte, inherited 
on the death of his brother William their father's estate at Barton Regis. He was 
a wine merchant at Bristol, and married Dorothy, daughter of Thomas Waall of that 
city, but had no issue. He died in 1591. 

Henry Chester of Bristol, merchant. Will dated Ist Feb. 1500-1. 

To my wife Dorothy all my lands and houses, and also my moiety of a bark called the James 
of Bristol, also £22 due to me for a tun of claret wine from John Andrews of Cardiff, also £22 
due to me from my father-in-law Mr. Thomas Waall, also 40«. due to me from my brother 
Christopher Waall, also all other debts due to me, and all the wines in my cellars and elsewhere. 

Legacies to my brothei-s Walter, James, and Thomas Chester, and to my sister Elizabeth 
Sadler of Newport, and to the poor of St. James's parish. 

The residue to my wife Dorothy, whom I make my executrix. Mr. Anthony Hales and my 
uncle Mr. John Horte, draper, to be the overseers of my Will. 

WiU proved by the widow 8th May 1501, in G.P.O. [88 St. Barbe.] 
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Bristol, was | 



Walter Chester, the third son of William the ' White-tawer' of Briatolj 
born in 1553, and succeeded his brother Henry in 1591, under the entail in 
their father's Will, to the estate at Barton Regis, He was a draper of Bristol, and 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Hamlyn, the son of Sir . . . HamljnKt., 
'standard-bearer to Henry VIII. in France.' (i;) Walter was the eldest snrviv- 
ing member of the family in 1 023, when he entered the following pedigree of the 
Cheaters at the Visitation of Gloucestershire. (15) His brothers were all then 
dead without issue, and arc therefore omitted from the pedigree, which includes 
cousins at Almondsbury. 



PEDIGREE OF CHESTER IN THE \13ITATI0N OF GLOUCEBTERSEIRE, 1633. 
anB. — Gales a lion passant Ermiau. botwecu throe hanks' lures Argent ; a crogccnt for differenM. 
Will. Chester, tirica^ ... d. of Maarice LiLrgc of 



WallieB Coni-t, iu . 



len I 

I 



Thomaa Cbeeter.-p 
lord ol Araesbnr;, 
iu CO. Qlonc, maior 
ol BriatoU. 



Will. Chester of=T=Jo«ne, d. of Will, 
the city of BristoL Horta of Wrinton, 
in CO. Somerset. 



Will. Cheet«r=^[itberitie, d. Edwatd, Auue, ux. Joha Walter CbestcryEUz. Bl. Hob. Ham- 
Caplin of the tawn of Barton Rogii, Ijn, eaa of Sir — 
of Boathsmptou. ic co. Gloac. 1 now I Hamlya, Et. Stand- 
fl.p. {1623} living. ard Bearer to Heiuy 

— I r 1 I l-'WI- in France. 

Catharine, Alicia, ni. James 



Anne, d. of 
Cam. Back- 
honse o! 
Berlu. 



• ThomoB -pEliiabeth. d. of 

Chester. SirGeo.Bpeake, Chester, ni. Philip Percivall, Esq. 

Kt. of CO. 2d son. Lnngley, otWeston,inco. 

I Somerset. Esq. Somerset. 



Will.'^Bridgot, d. of Walter Ches-^^Janc, d. of Joane, 



BloQut ter, Citizen Tbo. Milns, JohnRayoa- 

of Bartau and Draper of Citizen of thorp of the 

Eegis,inGD. LDndon,2d son. London. cityofBris- 

Glouc. tol. 



4 



(Signed) Wu.xEn CnEfitsB, 

Walter Chester died 21st Sept. 1641 at the age of eighty-eight, and was 
buried with his ancestors at St. James's, Bristol, on 27th Sept. (20) 

Walter Chester of Bristol, oentlkman. Will dated 19th Aag. IWl. 
' Well stricken in yeam. and sick and weak in body.' To he buried in the chuTchjaTd of 
St. James, Bristol. To my eldest son Willinm Chester and his licirs my freehold lands in 
Bnrton Itcgis, nod also the measaage in which I now dwell, with the messuage adjoining in Broad- 
meade in the suburbs of Bristol. To my sou Walter Chester all my other lands and messuages 
in Brifitol and the suburbs thereof, which I have settled on him and his heirs by deed. 

Item. To my said son William one of ■ my greater broad silver boles ;' and to my son 
To my grandson Walter Chester, the son of my son 
To my grandchiltUen Bridget and Alexander (no), the 



Walter, my other ' broad silver bole.' 
William, one of ' my long guilt boles.' 
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datLghters of mj said son William, ' one dozen of eHver spoons called Apostle spoonB,' to be 
equally divided betiveen them. To my grandchild Anna Raj-ncBthorpc. the daughter of John 
Itaynesthorpe, maryner. £S in money, to be paid to her when she is IT. To my granddaughter 
Maria Holbrooke, wife of Thomas Holbroolie, bren-er, ' my great eilvei and guilt Salte ;' and if 
ahe happen to dye, the said salte ia to go to her first ehild. Item. To my great-grandchild 
Elizabeth Hicks some little silver spoonea and one httle wyne ciipp of silver. 

Provided always that my wife ia to enjoy the rents and profits of all my lands and tenements 
and the use of the several articles hereinbefore mentioned during her life, and after her death 
the same are to be deUvered to tite several parties to whom I have given the same by ray Will. 

Item. To the parish of St. James, Bristol, M in money to be paid to the churcbwardena for 
the tyme being for a sermon on New Vear's-day for ever. To Mr. John Paul,* Minister of St. 
James' Churcli, 40f. for my funerall sermon. To the poor people of the said pariah chuioh iOi., 
to be disbibutod by roy executrix on the day of Joy AineraU. To the Master and Company of 
the Whitetawers iOt., to accompany my body to church at my funeral]. Item. To the widow of 
Thomas Prince 30». To Walter Feninge, milliner, 10». 

All the residue of roy persoaal estate and hoasehold etaS except as aforesaid to my well- 
beloved wife Elizabeth, whom I make my aole eKecntrix. My loving friends Jamea Dyer. Esq., 
and Hugh Brown,t merchant, to be overseers of roy Will, and I give them 20i. apiece for a. 

Ifitnctiei : Thomas Blount, Bridget Blount, Thomas Harris. George Hartivell notary 
pablic. and John Hartwell. 

Will proved by the exeoutrix in C.P.C. lath Oct, 1(111. [127 Evelyn.] 

Walter Chester had issue by Elizabeth Hainlyn his wife four children, viz. 

I. William Chester, his son and heir. 

II. Walter Chester, Merchant Taylor of London, the ancestor of the Cheaters 
of St. Mary Aldermary, London, who are the subjects of my nest chapter. 

III. Thqsias Chester was baptized at St. James's, Bristol, 19th Nov. 1594, 
and was "buried there on 22d May 1602. (30) 

rV. Joan Chester was baptized at St. James's, Bristol, 24th Jan. 1595-6, 
(3o) and married shortly before 1019 John Rainsthorpe, master mariner of Bristol, 
by whom she had four children. She died before her father, but her husband was 
still Uving in 1 658, when he was occupying one of William Chester's houses in 
Broadmead. Their son, W.\LTER Rainsthorpe, matriculated at St. John's College, 
Oxford, 13th Nov. I(i33, when he is described as the son of a plebeian and 
fifteen years of age. (35) He afterwards took holy orders, and had a son John, 
who matriculated at St. John's, Oxford, as a minister's son on 28th June 1659. (25) 
John Rainsthorpe proceeded B.A. 5th May 1663 and M.A. 7th May 1667. He 
was presented to the Rectory of St. Michael's, Bristol, by the Mayor and Corporation 
of that city in 1677, and held this preferment until his death. He was also one of 
tlie Prebendaries of Bristol Cathedral, and died 1st May 1693. 

Elizabeth Cheater, the widow of Walter, survived her husband four years, and 
was buried at St. James's, Bristol, 26th Dec. 1645, at the age of eighty-six. (20) 



* John Paul was appointed Minister ot St. James, Bristol, in 103 
conforming to the Act of Uniformity. 

t Hugh Bfoicn, Sheriff ot Brialol in 1612, and Mayor in 1660, » 
Mary Chester, danghter of Edward Cheater ot Bodford {let p. 16). 



ejected In 1663 for not 
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WHiLlAJl Chester, the son and heir of Walter of Bristol and Barton Kegis by 
Elizabeth Hamlyn, was bajiti/ed at St. John's, Bristol, 20th Feb, 1591-2, and suc- 
ceeded to his father's estate in 1641. He married Bridget, the daughter of John 
Blount, Esq., of Barton Regis (who was the third son of John Blount, Esq., of 
Elderstield, Worcestershire), and had issue a son Walter and three daughters. 
He died in lG5d, and was buried in the Church of St, Philip and Jacob, Bristol. 

WiLLiui Chester ok Babton Regis, co. Gloucesier, gentleman. Will dated 4th Jaae IWS, 

To be buried in the chancel of the p&riah church of St. Phillip's, Brt^tol, as near as 
conveniently may be to the place where my daughter Smith and other my chUdien are buried. 

To my dear and loving wife Bridget Chester the iiae of all my goods nnd chattels whatsoever 
for her life, and immediately after her death they are to be equally divided between my six 
grandchildren, viz. Thomaa, James. William, John, Charles, and Mary Smith, the sons and 
daughter of my son-in-law Thomas Smith. 

To my said six grandchildren my messuage in Bristol, in tlie street culled Broadmead, which 
is now in the occupation of John Rainestliorpe, mariner, for the term of -Jl years, to be computed 
from the death of my said wile : also for the same term the yearly rent of 20 shillings, issuing 
out of my tenement in Broadmead which is now in the occupation of Symou Tovye, baker: 
also the ycnriy rent of 10 shillings, issuing out of three acres of land near the Marsh gate in 
Barton hundred, now in the occupation of Wilham Weston, butchoi. 

To my grandchild Elizabeth Hicks £5. besides what I owe her by bond, or otherwise. To 
my grandchild Elizabeth Harris, my goddaughter, tlio daughter of my son-in-law Thomaa Harris, 
2(1 shillings, as a remembrance. To my two gi'aodsons William and Rowland Chester, the Bona 
of my son Walter Chester, UO shillings each. To my servant Maria Crook 10 shillings. 

To the churchwardens of the parish of St- PhiUip and Jacob in Bristol 40 shillings, to ba 
distributed amongst the poor of the said parish Lawfordsgate (fto). 

My wife Bridget to be my sole executrix. My son Walter Chester of Maton, in Worcester- 
Bhire, gent., and my loving friend William Oibbin, ironmonger, to be overseers of my Will, and 
I give to each of them It) shilhngs apiece for a remembrance. 

■ To ray ' ould servant Elizabeth Greene, my goddaughter,' 20 shillings. 

Will proved by the widow in C.P.C, ifth June l(i50. [3H7 PelL] 

William Chester had issue by Bridget Blount (who survived him) four children, 
three of whom died in bis lifetime : 

I. Elizabeth Chester was three years old at the Visitation of 162,S. She 
married and died in her father's lifetime ; and I presume that her husband's name 
was Hicks, and that she was the mother of Ehzabeth Hicks, who is mentioned in 
the Wills of her great-grandfather and grandfather. 

n. Bridget Chester was the youngest child of her parents in ] 623, and 
married Thomas Smith of Bristol. She died before her father, leaving si.t children, 
and was buried in the chance! of St. Philip and Jacob's Church. 

in. Walter Chester, son and heir. 

IV. Alexander (sic) Chester was not born in 1623, but is mentioned in her 
grandfather's Will in 1C41. She mairied Thomas Harris, who was Sheriff of Bristol 
in 1653, and died in her father's hfetime, like her sisters, leaving two daughters, viz. 
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1. Elizabeth ; 2. Alexandria ; who were both living in 1683, and are mentioned 
in their cousin William Chester's Will. 

VL 

Walter Oecester, the son and heir of William of Barton Regis by Bridget 
Blount, was born after 1623, and was living at Maton in Worcestshire with two 
sons, William and Rowland, when his father made his Will in June 1658. He 
succeeded to his father's estate at Barton Regis in 1659, when he disappears from 
my view. 

He had issue by his wife Mary, who survived him, four children, viz. 

I. William Chester, his son and heir. 

n. Rowland Chester, died unmarried before 1683. 

ni. Bridget Chester, IV. Rosina Chester, were both unmarried in 
January 1683, when their brother William made his Will. 

VH. 

William Chester, the son and heir of Walter of Barton Regis by Mary his 
wife, succeeded to his father's estate, and died unmarried in his mother's lifetime in 
1683, when the elder branch of the Chesters of Barton Regis became extinct in 
the male line. 

WiLLUH Chester op Babton Regis, Glouoestebshire, Gent. Will dated 8th Jan. 1688, 
' according to the compatation of the Church of England.' 

Sick in body. All my lands and tenements to my mother Mary Chester for her life, and 
after her decease to my two sisters Bridget and Bosina Chester and their heirs, in equal shares 
with cross remainders : and in default of their issue to William Smith of Bristol, my aunt Bridget 
Chester's son, on condition that he and his heirs pay yearly out of my said estate £S p.a. to my 
cousin Thomas Smith, £2 p.a. to my cousin James Smith, £S p.a. to each of my cousins Mary 
Smith, Charles Smith, Elizabeth Harris, and Alexandria Harris. 

To the poor of St. Philip and Jacob £2. To Mattie Johns and her brother John 40 shillings 
apiece, to be paid within one year's time after my death. To my said mother Mary Chester all 
my goods and chattels, together with all debts and credits due to me. To Jane Phillips ;G1. My 
said mother to be my sole executrix ; and Philip Drew, Samuel Fox, and Thomas Elliott to be 
my overseers and trustees ; and I revoke all former Wills. 

Witnesses : Jone Longo, James Cooke, James Herbert, Thomas Grimes. 

Will proved at Bristol by the mother and executrix, 28th Feb. 1G83. 
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THE CDESTERS OF BARTON REGIS. 



pEDiaiiEE ri. 

PBDIGEBE OP CHESTER OF BARTON REGIS AND OF LONDON. 

Anua, — Ab of Cbcstec of Bristol, vitb a crosccot for dilfuretico. 
BegUteTB not epeoi&ed are from Bt. M&ry Aldennar;, Londoa ; f from St. Thomas AposUe, London. 



Willkm ChoBtor of Briatol Whitc-tawer, 
Sd Bon of William Chester, Aid. of Briato 
(»ee PedigTit I.] ; died 1 Jan. 1673-3 ; bnr 
at St. James's, Briatol, S Jan. Will 1572. 



^=Joaii,dau.ofWilliamHorteofWrliigto]i, 
00. Somerset : execDtrix IfiTS ; remar- 
ried Wale of Bristol, and died 

widow, 1603. Will dated 11 Nov. 1692, 
and proved 10 May 1593. 



William Choa- Henry CheBtBr, = Dorothy. dan. of Walter Chester oi Bri8--pElizabcth dan. 
ter, Bon and brother and heir, TbomasWaall of tol and Barton Regis, Robert Eamlyn ; 
heir; marr. of Barton Regie. Bristol j execn- Gent,, brother andheir; ecntrii IGU ; bnr. at 
Ellyuor ; died merchant of Bris- ttix ISOl. born I55B ; died 21 Bt. James's, Briatol, 

before 1690. tol ; died 1631. Sept. 1611, aged 88 i 20 Deo. 161E, aged 66. 

B.F. e.p. Wm 1691. bur. at Bt. Jajnea'a, 

Brietol, 27 Sept. 1G41. 

Wm 1641. 



WilUam Cheater,- 
son and heir, of 
Bristol and Burton 
Regis, Gent. ; died 
leSdi bnr. at St. 
Philip andSt.Jaeob, 
Bristol. Will 165S. 



'Bridget, dan, of John Thomas, bapt. 19 Joan Cheeter, hapt. 
Blonnt, Esq., of Nov. 1594 ; bnr. 23 24 Jan. 1695-6, at 
Barton Regisi ei- May 1602, at Bt. Bt.JamcB's.Bristol; 
eontrii 1659. James's, Bristol. wife 1620 ; dead 

1641. 



.^=John RajticB- 

of Bristol ; wi- 
dower 1658. 



I 



Walter Chea-^ 
ter, son and 
heir, of Mo- 
ton, CO. Wore. 
Gent. 1658. 



-Mary, Elizabeth, born Bridget, marr. Alexander, marr. 

widow 1020 ; marr. . . . ThomnB Smith of Thomas Harris, 

1614. Hicks ; deadl668. Bristol, and died Sheri£f of Bristol 

I before 1659. 1666. 



WilliMD ChflB- Rowliind, Uv- Bridget, i 
ter, of Barton ingl658; died marr. 16S 



1668 ; ^ad nn- 
married Jan. 
1S83-4. Will 



Thomas Chester, 
Bon and heir. 



Mary Chester, 
bapt. 19 Not. 
1650 : married, 
by Ueenee dated 
19 Feb. 1672-3, 
John Stone, Gent, 
of St. Thomae 
Apostle, London. 



1652; wife 1677, 
1688 ; Diecntrix 
2 Joly 1688. 
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John Chuter, James Cheater, Thonuia Cbeslei Eliubeth, «ife Mvy Chester, marr. 

twin with JunoB; bapt.at St.JiuaeB'a, of BriBt«I ; died 1691 of Stdler of atBt.John'B,Briib>], 

dledyonng. Bristol, 20 March nnmuT. 1599. Newport. 4JaQ.lS73-4,Bobeii 

1669; apprentice in Prinoe, Merohaittof 

London 1688; died Briatol. 



Walter Chester, Citi- 


fJane, dan. ol Bobert 


lenandMerohantTaj. 


Mjlna, Merchant Tay- 




lor of London ; died 


18 July 1593, at Bt. 


widow; bur. SO May 


JuneB'B, Bristol; en- 


1660. 


tered hia pedigree in 




theTia.ofliondoniesi; 




bnried at St Mai? 




Aldermuf, London, 




la Oct. IMa. Will 




16*8. 





Walter Chester, Thomae Chester, Citizen^Mary, dan. and heir of Mary Cheflter, Charles Cbea- 



1620 ;t diedn 
marr.; bnr. ; 
Hot. 1636. 



and Merchant Taylor of 
London ; bapt. 28 Deo. 
1622 J captain of Train 
Bands; died 1G70. WiU 
dated 18 Jnne ; proTed 
B Sept. 1670. 



ThomasandPhillJaDor- hapt. 17 Jnly ter, bom I 

bar, of Bt. Thomas Ap- 1625 ; bar. 1 " 

oBtle, London ; bapt. Feb. IGSO-l.f 

UFeb.lC29-S0;^marr. 

22 AprU 1647 ; died 

widow, Will dated 21 

April ; proved 2 Jnne 

1677. 



Pbillie, bapt. 27 

Jan. 1654-5 ; ad- 
mii.9Jnlyie77; 



Walter, bapt. IS Charles Chester, FraQcet, bapt. IB Bohert Chester. 

_. ...... ... jg^y 1666; nn- brother and heir ; 

marr. 1677 ; wife died nnmar. 16B8, 

admor. 6 Nov. 1667 of Leonard WiU 1687. 



Anne, bapt. 31 
Jan. 1656-7 ; bnr. 
7 Oct. 1666. 



Sarah, bapt. '. 
Hay 1663 ; bur. 
10 Oct. 1668. 



died nn- Greene. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Chesters of St Mary Aldermary^ London, 

Walter Oecester, the second son of Walter Chester of BartonRegis by Elizabeth 
Hamlyn, was apprenticed for eight years in September 1611 to Robert Mylne, 
Citizen and Merchant Taylor of London. (19) When the term of his servitude 
expired he was admitted to the freedom of London by the Merchant Taylors' 
Company, and married his master's daughter Jane. He resided after his marriage 
in the parish of St. Mary Aldermary, where all his children, except the eldest, were 
baptized. (34) He entered his pedigree at the Visitation of London in 1634, when 
the arms of the Chesters of Bristol were allowed to him. (27) 

PEDIGREE OF CHESTER FROM VISITATION OF LONDON, 1634. 

Walter Chester, Draper,B^Elizabeth, dan. of Robert 
of Bristol. I Hamlyn of Bristol. 

I 1 

William Chester, 1st Walter Chester, 2d»fHTane, dan. of 



son, of Barton Re- son, Citizen and 
gis, 00. Glono. Merchant Taylor 

of London, 1634. 



Thomas Mylne 
of London. 



I 1 

Walter, let son. Thomas, 2d son. 

(Signed) Walteb Chesteb. 

He died in October 1648, and was buried at St. Mary Aldermary on 12th Oct. (34) 

Walter Chester, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of London. Will dated 3d Oct. 1048. 

To be buried in the Church of St. Mary Aldermary, London, near my son Walter, and i£200 
to be spent on my burial. My personal estate to be divided into three parts, one part to my 
wife Jane, one other part to be divided between my sons Thomas and Charles Chester, my 
son Thomas allowing ^700 already paid to him, and the other part to be applied to my debts 
and legacies. To my son Charles a further legacy of ^300. To my brother William Chester 
and his wife £10 for mourning, and to his children jgiJO. To my brother John Rainsthorp ^5, 
and to his children ^£50, as my sister Rainsthorp requested me before she died. To Dr. Gell,* 

* Bobert Gell^ D.D., of Pampisford, Cambridgeshire, was sometime Chaplain to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He was related to Sir John Gell, Bart., of Hopton, the noted Parliamentary Colonel, and 
soon after the outbreak of the Civil War was presented to the living of St. Mary Aldermary, which the 
loyal Rector, Mr. Brown, was compelled to vacate. Dr. Gell kept this preferment until his death, and 
died Rector on 26th March 1665, (28) when he was buried at Pampisford. It appears from his Will (which 
is dated 22d July 1661, and was proved in C.P.C. 24th April 1665) that he was born at Frindsbury, Kent, 
and was educated at Westminster School, where he was one of the ELing's Scholars. He went thence to 
Cambridge, where he was Scholar and Fellow of Christ's College above twenty-seven years. He married 
at Pampisford, and his wife Elizabeth was his executrix ; bat she survived her husband barely three 
years ; and on 23d Sept. 1668 administratioli de bonis non of Dr. Gell's estate was granted to his 
only child Elizabeth GeU of Pampisford, spinster. [37 Hyde in C.P.C] 



CAPTAIN THOMAS CHESTER OF LOKDON. i7 

Parson of St. Mary Aldermary, ^5. To the poor of that parish jBIO, and to the poor of St. 
James, Bristol, ^£10. To my kinswoman Mary Holbrooke ;£10. To my brother Dorbar and 
his wife 40«. each for a ring. Legacies to my cousin Mr. Hugh Brown* of Bristol and to my 
dan. -in-law Mary Chester. To my grandson Thomas Chester my great gilt bowl. My lands 
at Redcross near Bristol were settled on my son's marriage on him and his wife in reversion 
after the death of myself and my wife. To my son Charles Chester the Inn called the Lamb 
at Lafford's Gate near Bristol and two messuages in the parish of Waltham, Essex, which I 
bought from my cousin Anne Prince widow. The residue to be divided between my two sons, 
whom I make my executors. My friend Andrew Beech, draper, and my cousin Mr. Abraham 
Haynes, to be overseers of my Will, 

Will proved by Thos. Chester IGtli Oct. 1C48, in C.P.C. [141 Essex.] 

Walter Chester had issue by his wife Jane Myhie four children, two of whom 
died young, in his lifetime. 

I. Walter Chester was baptized at St. Thomas Apostle, London, 17th Dec* 
1620. (34) He died in his father's lifetime at the age of sixteen, and was buried 
at St. Mary Aldermary on 22d Nov. 1636. (34) 

II. Thomas Chester, eldest surviving son. 

in. Mary Chester was baptized at St. Mary Aldermary 17th July 1625. (34) 
She died at the age of five, and was buried at St. Thomas Apostle 1st Feb. 
1630-1. (34) 

IV. Charles Chester was bom on 30th June, and was baptized at St. Mary 
Aldermary on 10th July 1634, (34) He was admitted a scholar at Merchant 
Taylors' School in 1645, (29) and survived his father; but I have found no further 
notice of him. 

Jane Chester, the widow of Walter, survived her husband nearly twelve 
years, and was buried at St. Mary Aldermary 30th May 1660. (34) She died 
intestate, and letters of administration were granted to her son Thomas on 27th 
July 1660. 

11. 

Thomas Chester, eldest surviving son of Walter, was baptized at St. Mary 
Aldermary 28th Dec. 1622, (34) and was free of the Merchant Taylors of 
London by patrimony. He was by trade a draper, and was a captain in the City 
Trainbands. He married by license,! at St. Mary Aldermary, (34) on 22d April 
1647, Mary, the only daughter of Thomas andPhillis Dorbar, of the parish of St. 
Thomas Apostle, when his father's estate at liedcross, near Bristol, was settled on 
him and his wife in reversion. He died in 1670, leaving seven children, who were 
all under age, and was buried at St. Botolph's without Aldgate. 

• See note f at p. 23. 

t Marriage Licentey from the Ueg'utry of the Bishop of London : (25) 
1647, April 15. Thomas Chester of St. Mary Aldermary, London, Draper, a bachelor, aged about 24, to 
marry Mary Dorbarr, of St. Thomas Apostle, London, spinster, aged about 17, with the consent 
of her father Thomas Dorbarr, Carpenter. To marry at St. Ma^ Aldermary, or at Lambeth in 
Surrey. 



38 



THE CHESTBHB OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, LONDON. 



TnoMAB Chebtkk of St. Botolph without Aldoate, London, Citizen anu Meeouani Tatlob. 
Will dat«d 18th June 1070. 

Weak and eick in body. My personal SBtate to he divided iiito three parts, of wliich two 
parta are to go to my wife Mary, whom I make my solo oseoHtris, and tko other part to be 
divided between my children, who are all under age. 

WiU proved etli Sept ItiTO by the widow in C.r.C. [Un Perr.] 

Captain Thomas Chester haJ issue by his wife, Mary Dorbarr, ten children, 
bU of whom, except the youngest, were baptized at St. Mary Aldennary. (34) 

I. Thomas Chester, son and heir. 

II. Mary Chester was L.ipti/.ed on 10th Nov. 1(J50, and married by license,* 
dated 19th Feb. 1672-3, John Stone, gentleman, of the pai-iah of St. Thomas 
Apostle. They were both living with a daughter Mary in 1677. 

III. Jane CHEaXER was baptized on IGth Nov. H552, and married before 1G77 
George Mackeriieas. They were both living in 1687 with two children, Mary and 
John, and proved the Will of Robert Cliester on 2d July 1688. 

IV. PHILLIS Chester was bom on 27th Jan. 1654-5,and was baptized the same 
day. She survived her mother, and had a grant of administration de bonis non to 
her brother Thomas 9tb July 1677. She died unmarried in 1682. 

V. Anne Chester was bom on 21st Jan, 11)56-7, and was baptized the same day. 
She died in childhood before her father, and was btiried 7th Oct. 1G65 at St. Mary 
Aldermary. (34) 

VI. Walter Chester was born on 6th Feb. 1658-9, and was baptized on 18th 
Feb. following. (34) He died in childhood in his mother's lifetime. 

VII. Charles Chester was the eldest surviving son of his mother in 1667. 

VIII. Sarah Chester was born on 7th May 1662, and was baptized on 23d 
May following. (34) She died an infant, and was buried 10th Oct. 1663. (34) 

IX. Fr-vnces Chester was bom on 7th May 1G65, and was baptized on 18th 
May following. (34) She was unmarried in 1677, but in 1687 was tlie wife of 
Leonard Greene. 

X. Robert Chester, the only surviving son in 1687. 

Mary Chester, the widow of Thomas, removed after her husband's death into 
the parish of St. Mary Whitcchapel, where she died ui May 1677. Out of her ten 
children only two sons and tliree daughters sui-vived her. 

Mary Chester, op St. Mabv'b, WmiEoiui'Et, widow. Will dated Hith April 1G77. 

To my daughters FhiUis and Frances Chester the rents and profits of my houBes and 
tenements in BeU Alley, in the parish of St, Stephen's, Coleman Street, London, upon trust 
for my mother Phillia Dorbarr during her life, and after her death to themselves absolutely. 

• ilaniagi License from the Vicar-Gencral't Ecgiitnj : (15) 
1672-B, Feb. 19. John Stone of tbe parish of Bt. TbomiB AjiosUe, Lonilou, Qent., bachelor, abont SS yun 
old, to many Mrs. Mary Cbcster of St. Mnry's, White ohapcl, spr.. aged about 20, with the consent 
of ber mother Mary Chester, of Whiteohapel. Widow. To mury at Stepney, or St. Botolph'a, 
Aldgate, or at Bow. 
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To my said daughters Phillis and Frances Chester my premises in the Tower Royal, in the psuish 
of St. Thomas Apostle. To my son Robert Chester certain other premises in St, Stephen's, 
Coleman Street, out of the rents of which £6 p. a. is to be paid to my daughter Mary Stone for 
her separate use, until my son Robert comes of age. 

To my son Charles Chester my silver cup, gold ring, &c. To my daughter Phillis my silver 
plate marked T. C. and engraved with my late husband's coat of arms. If my executors recover 
any money remaining in the hands of the East India Company, I give ^100 of it to my said 
son Robert Chester, ^10 to my daughter Jane Mackemoss, 40 shillings to her daughter Mary, 
40 shillings to my granddaughter Mary Stone, and 40 shillings to Margaret Gibson. 

The residue of my estate to be equally divided between my said children Phillis, Charles, 
Frances, and Robert Chester. My Mends Mr. Philip Evans and Mr. John Lendop to be my 
executors. 

Will proved 2d June 1677, in the Commissary Court of London. 

m. 

Thomas Chester, the son and heir of Captain Thomas Chester, Merchant 
Taylor of London, by Phillis Dorbarr, was baptized at St. Mary Aldermary on 21st 
April 1648, (34) and died unmarried in 1676, in the lifetime of his mother, who 
administered to his estate on 11th Oct. 1676. 

IV. 

Charles Chester, brother and heir of Thomas, was born on 2d April 1660, and 
was baptized the same day at St. Mary Aldermary. (34) He survived his sister 
Phillis, and took out letters of administration de bonis non to their brother Thomas 
on 6th Nov. 1682. But it would seem that he died unmarried before 1687. 

V. 

Robert Chester, the youngest child and last surviving son of Captain Thomas 
Chester, was still under age when his mother died in May 1677. He died un- 
married in June 1688, when the male descendants of Walter Chester of London 
became extinct. 

EoBERT Chester, late of St, Martin's Outwich, London, but at his death and for three 
months before ofSt. Mary's, Whitechapel. Noncupative Will dated 17th April 1C87. 

To my sister Frances, wife of Leonard Greene, 20 shillings. To my cousins Mary and John 
Mackemess, children of my sister Jane, each a ring. The residue to my brother and sister 
George and Jane Mackemess, whom I make my executors. 

Will proved 2d July 1668, in the Commissary Court of London. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Chesters of Almo7idsbury and Knole. 

Thomas Chester, the third son of Alderman William Chester by \m first wife, 
was about 30 years old when his father died in 1558. He was, like his father and 
brathers, a leading merchant of Bristol, but from liis great4ir energy and abilities 
was by far the most prosperous and conspicuous of his family. He was Sheriff of 
Bristol in 1559, the year after his father's death, and was elected M.P. for his native 
city in 1567. (13) He was then already a great landowner, for he had purchased 
in the preceding year the manor and hundred of Barton Regis outside the gates 
of Bristol. This estate comprised extensive woods, forming part of Kingawood 
Chase, and abounded with coal-mines and clay-pits. It had always belonged to 
personages of the first distinction, and was sold by the Crown to the Earl of Pem- 
broke in 1553 for 7000?. (14) It passed from the Earl to Sir Maurice Dennys, Kt., 
of Pucklechurch, who died seised of this manor and hundred about Christmas 1562. 
He directed by his Will (which is dated 20th Oct. 1562, and was proved on 9th Feb. 
1562-3} that the manor and hundred of Barton Regis, together with hi3 manor of 
Olveston, in the same couuty, and his estates in Keut, should be sold by his wife and 
executrix, Dame Elizabeth Dennys, and that the proceeds should be applied ia pay- 
ment of his debts and legacies, and especially of a debt of 2200?., for which his manor 
of Siston in Gloucestershire had been mortgaged on 1st Feb. 1559-60 to Rowland 
Haward, Alderman of London, and Francis Bower, Citizen and Grocer. Sir Maurice 
Dennys left no issue, and, subject to the life estate of his widow, he made his 
nephew Richard Dennys, the eldest son of his brother Sir Walter, his principal heir ; 
for the manors of Siston and Pucklechurch were devised to him in tail male 
after the death of Dame Elizabeth. She died soon after her husband without 
having executed the tn^t for the sale of his Gloucestershire estates, and the 
manor and hundred of Barton were conveyed by Richard Dennys of Pucklechurch 
to Thomas Chester in the eighth year of Queen Elizabeth's reign. It seems 
that a match between the two famihes formed part of the bargain ; for William 
Chester, the heir of the purchaser, was contracted by hia father to marry Katha- 
rine Dennys, the infant daughter of the vendor, and the manor of Barton has 
ever since formed part of the inheritance of their descendants. Chester was 
Mayor of Bristol in lo(J9, and in the same year purchased from the corporation 
the site of the suppressed house of the White Friara in the parish of St. Augustine 
the Less, which is now occupied by Colston's School and Hospital. (8) About 
the same time he acquired another estate in Gloucestershire of still greater value, 
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for he purchased from Sir Henry D'Arcy, in the 11th year of Queen Elizabeth, the 
manor of Almondsbury with lands adjoining in Alveston. This manor had belonged 
to the great Abbey of St. Augustine's at Bristol from the time of its foundation by 
Eobert Fitz^Harding in 1148, and was granted by Henry VHI. in 1545 to the 
notorious Sir Miles Partridge, on whose execution in 1552 it reverted to the Crown. 
It was purchased in 1553 by Sir Arthur D'Arcy, whose son Henry had livery of 
this inheritance in 1559, and sold it ten years afterwards to Thomas Chester. (30) 
He or his heir built a mansion here called Knole Park, which has been ever since 
the principal residence of his descendants. The acquisition of these estates gave 
him great influence in the county of Gloucester; and when Sir Giles Bruges 
succeeded to the Barony of Chandos in 1573, Chester was elected one of the 
Knights of the shire in his place. (13) 

Chester was High Sheriff of Gloucestershire in 1577, but he did not allow his 
rank as a great landowner to interfere with his business as a merchant of Bristol. 
He was in 1577 one of the four merchants of Bristol who contributed 25/. each to 
the second voyage of Martin Frobisher to the East Indies, China, and Cathay in 
search of the North- West passage. (32) Frobisher returned from his second voyage 
in Sept. 1577, when his ship, the Ayde, discharged its cargo in the King's Eoads 
at Bristol. She brought 130 tons of ore, which was so hard that it struck fire like 
a flint, and was judged from its weight to be very rich and full of gold. But 
when the assay was made in Bristol Castle and at the London Mint, it was found 
not to be worth the cost of refining. The adventurers therefore lost their money ; 
and it is significant that Chester's name is not to be found amongst the contributors 
to Frobisher's third expedition in the next year, which was as unremunerative, as 
the last had been. I turn aside to mention an incident which was witnessed by 
Chester and his friends at Bristol. The crew of the Ayde brought home with them 
a family of Greenlanders or Esquimaux. The man called himself Callicho or Colly 
Choughy and his wife Ignorth^ and they had a young child. They are described in 
the annals of Bristol as * savage people, clothed in stags' skins, wearing neither 
linen nor woollen, and feeding on raw flesh without bread or vegetables. The 
woman suckled her child behind her back, casting her breasts over her shoulders.' 
The man had brought his boat with him, which was made of skins, and about four- 
teen feet long. It was in shape like a large barge or trough, but sharp at both 
ends, with one round place in the centre to sit in. On 9th Oct. 1577 he amused 
the citizens of Bristol by rowing this boat up and down the river at the back of 
the city ; and as he rowed up and down lie killed with his dart a couple of ducks, 
and when he had done rowing carried away the boat on his back through the 
marsh. It was intended that these poor natives should be instructed in English to 
qualify them to act as interpreters in a future voyage ; but the climate or diet of 
Bristol did not agree with them, and they all three died within the next month. (33) 
Chester was in his old age a consideAble benefactor to the charities of hiB 
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native city of Bristol, for he conveyed, by deed of gift dated 18th June, 24th Eliz. 
(1582), two houses in St. James's Back to the Corporation, iipon trust, to pay for 
ever out of the rents thereof 7^ 16». per annum to the poor of the parish of St. 
John Baptist, and 40«. per annum to poor prisoners in Bridewell, and one shilling 
a quarter to the AJmshouses in St. James's Back, which had been founded and 
endowed by his father, William Chester. In consideration of this gift the Corpora- 
tion entered into a covenant that Chester should never thereafter be constrained to 
take upon him the office of the Mayor of the city. (8) 

He retained, however, his Alderman's gown until Jiis death, and would seem to 
have dieJ of some prevaihng epidemic, for it is recorded that he was one of three' 
Aldermen who died in the same week and lay uuburied at the same time. He was 
buried at St. James's, Bristol, 24th Sept. 1583. (20) 

Thomab Guested, Alderuak ox Emstol. Will dated l@t!i Sept. 1571. 

To be buried at the discretion of my overseers. To Eatheiine my wife ZiiO poucds, to be 
paid within aix months aflet my death, and my beat bason and ewer of ailvor and gylt, one 
dozen of my best silver epoones with the appostellea beads, my salt wilh the alablaster in him 
which is well wrought and gylt, and my 3 taukerea of silver, a goblet all gylt, and one other 
goblett parcel gylt, and a castinge bottle all gylt. Also during her lyfe £90 a ycare to be 
paid her ^30 every quarter, and for lacke of payment alie may distraine uppon all my landes 
for the same, and my heire shall forfeyte £b at every time she ia not paide within 15 dales 
after every quarter. Also to my said wife my house I dwell in during her widowe'a estate with all 
the implements thereunto belonging, and the best fetherbed, the second fetherhed, and two other 
fetberbeds nith twoe flocke beddings, and the one halfe of my lynen, and ray best clothe oarpett 
bought of my late brother Domynick, and halfe my pewter and brasse; all this I give her frankly 
and with all my harte, and she to have the use of all my standing heddea, table boordes, draperie, 
and all other necessaries, >ic in the house, and also the use of live peeces of airas hangyng in 
the parlour, all which she is to have the use ofe during her widdowe's estate. I know har to 
be of a good nature, therefore lott her have it quietly as my mynde and will is. 

To my daughter Anne ^400 to bo paid witliin one yeare after my death ; also my little 
bason and ewer of silver bongbt last of Edward Chester, and one of my best bolca of silTet 
and weU gylt with the cover which I bought in London, the neate together. Also my lease 
of the Downs, witli the lease of the Uthing to the same house belonging, which lease of the 
Downs I hold of Sir Ralph Sadler, and the tithing I bought of Mr. Ilevell. Also my best ringe 
with a greene atone. 

To Mary Chester and Anne Chester, iiiy brother Domynick's daughters, 100 markes each, to 
be paid at. marriage or age of 10. To Edward Chester, my brother Domynick's aonne, £10 
at 21. To his brother Giles Chester f 40 at 21. To liis brother Arthurs Chester f 20. To his 
brother Charles Clieater ^'20 if he comes home in safety. To Alice, my brother Domynick's 
daughter, 100 markes at IT or marriage. 

To Thomas Cliester, my brother William's soune. that did dwell with Ilobert Prince. JIO. 
To Mary Chester and Elizabeth Chester, my hrolker William's daughters, ilO each, to tlieir 
owne use, and not to their husbands'. 

To Edward Chester, my nephew, i'lJO, and tlie lease of a shop. To James Chester my 
godsonne. Edwarde Chester's Sonne, i'lO at 21, and to my cozen Edward Chester's daughter, 
Maiy. £lt> at 1«. 

To Anne Smith, my wife's daughter, ilO. To Anno Smitli, the daughter of Thomas SmiOi, 

* The other two Aldermen were Thomai Kellie, who was SbsriiTwitb Chester in 1559, ami Mayor in 
IG73 ; and William Tusker, who sacceeded Chester as Mayor in 1570. 
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now with Mr. Cole, ^10 at her marriage. To Joice Spratt ^10 at her marriage. To Alice 
Rowlie ^20 on the daie of her marriage. To Joane Gronowe ^5 within two yeares of my 
decease. To William Lary my servant ^10. Item, unto one hundred poore houshoulders 
twoe shillinges a pece, to such as my overseers thinkethmost meete. To the poore in St. James's 
parisshe £o. To the poore in St. Jone's parishe £2. To the poore in Ratcliff Tempell £5, 
and of St. Thomas' parishe £6. 

To John Davyes 20«. yerely during his life. To Thomas Westerley my servant £2. To 
Elizabeth Bush, widowe, £2, 

The rest of all my worldly goods unto William Chester my sonne, whom I make my solo 
executor. Sir Richard Bai-keley,* Knight, and John Roberts to be my overseers of my Will. 

Witnesses : Richard Barkeley, John Roberts, William Lary. 

Will proved in C.P.C. 9th Feb. 1584-5, by Edward Barker, LL.B., proctor for William 
Chester, executor. 

Thomas Chester of Almondsbiiry married two wives, Agnes and Catherine ; but 
his first wife was the mother of his children, and * Maistris Chester' was buried at 
St. John's, Bristol, on 14th Feb. 1567-8. (31) He married secondly at St. Stephen's, 
Bristol, on 26th Sept. 1569, Catherine, daughter of James Shepherd, merchant of 
Bristol, and widow of Robert Smith of that city, (26) whose sister Mary was the 
wife of James Chester {see p. 14). Catherine survived her second husband six 
years, and was buried at St. Stephen's, Bristol, on 6th Oct. 1589. (26) 

Thomas Chester had issue by his first wife three children. 

I. William Chester, his son and heir. 

II. Edward Chester, died unmarried before his father. 

ni. Anne Chester, married at St. John's, Bristol, on 24th Nov. 1574, John 
Caplin, Esq., of Southampton, M.P. for Winchester,! (31) and died without issue 
before 1623. (is) 

II. 

William Chester, the only surviving son of Thomas of Almondsbury, is men- 
tioned in his grandfather's Will in 1558, and succeeded to all his father's estates in 
1584. He married Katherine, daughter of Richard Dennys, Esq., of Pucklechurch, 
in Gloucestershire, by Anne, daughter of Sir John St. John, Kt. (35) This marriage 
considerably added to his social position, for his wife was related to the Lords 
Berkeley and other leading families in Gloucestershire. She bore Gules a bend 
Azure between three leopards' faces Or, jessant fleurs-de-lys of the second. Chester 
was the first of his family who was not a merchant of Bristol. He fixed his resi- 
dence at Knole, in the parish of Almondsbury, and built there the mansion which 
is still the seat of his descendants. Knole Park stands on the brow of a hill two 
miles fi'om the Severn, and looks over the river into Monmouthshire, commanding 

* Sir Richard Berkeley of Stoke Gififord, the ancestor of Lord Botetonrt, was knighted at Bristol hj 
Queen Elizabeth on 15th Aag. 1574, and died 1604. 

f John Caplin was M.P. for Sonthampton in the second Parliament of Qaeen Elizabeth 1562-7, and 
M.P. for Winchester in the fourth Parliament of the same reign 1572-83, when his brother Nicholas 
Caplin sat for Southampton. (13) 

/ 
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IV. 

Thomas Chester III., the son and heir of Thomas Chester IL of Knole by Eliza- 
beth Speke, was born about 1G24, and succeeded to the family estates on his father's 
death in 1{!53. He married at St. Vedast's Church, Foster Lane, London, on 12th 
Jan. 1G54-5, Elizabeth, youngest daughter of Sir John Howe, Bart,, of Little 
Compton in Gloucestershire, (40) by Bridget, daughter of Thomas Rich, Esq., of 
North Cerney, a Master in Chancery, Elizabeth was born 21st Dec, 1633, and was 
the seventh child of her parents, who were married on 28th July 1 620. Her brother 
John was the lineal ancestor of the Viscounts Howe in the peerage of Ireland, and 
of the celebrated Admiral Lord Howe, K.G. (41) 

Chester was after the Restoration a Justice of the Peace and Deputy-Lieutenant, 
and held for many years the office of Vice-Admiral in Gloucestershire, which was 
usually filled by a personage of local distinction. (43) He was buried at Almondsbuiy 
on 26th Feb. 1686-7. (39) 

Thomas Chester op Knoll, in the PAnisu of ALitosDSBnnY, co. Gloucbsteb. Will dated 2d 
Feb, lOSfl-T. 

Siok in body. To my very good frienda Chriatophor Cole, Esq., Clayton Milbourne, Esq., 
Thomas Biimell. Gent., and Hichard Hftwbswortli, Gent., and their heirs, all my manor and 
liundred of Barton Regis, near Bristol, and all my other lands there and in the parish of St. 
Philip and Jacob, Bristol ; and also ray six tenements at Easter Compton in Gloucestershire, now 
or late in the several tenures of Stephen HoUister, John Weasby. John Holliater, Thomas 
HucknoU, John Barrett, and Robert Croome; and also all my tenements in the Marsh in the 
porish of Almondfibory in the BeveTol tenures of WiUiam Baker, Ralph Baker, Edward Edwards, 
and James HoUister, with all my other lands in Easter Compton and the said Marsh, iii'ok 
TRUST to raiae sufficient money, by sale or mortgage of the same or any part tliereof, to pay 
all my own proper debts which shall be owing at the time of my deatli. 

To the same trustees all my manors of Ahnondsbury and BrokenlMrow and my lands in 
Almondsbury, npnn trust to provide out of the rents a convenient maintenance for my son 
until lie be 31 or marry, and for my tliroo nnmaiTied daughters, nntil their portions be paid, 
and subject thereto, upon trust when my sod Thomas Chester is 21 or marries, to convey all Uie 
said manors, lands, and tenements to my said son and the heirs male of his body in fee tail, with 
remEiinder to mj four daughters and the heirs of their bodies in fee tail, remainder to my own 
right heirs. And when my son marries, my said trustees are empowered to make a jointure to 
Ilia wife proportionate in valoe to her portion, and to make provision for Ins female issue in ease 

My loving wife Elizabeth, if she remains sole and mv widow, to enjoy my capital mansion 
house at Knoll and all ray park there until my son be married : but if she marry again, or 
neglect to ednoato and maintain my Ibree daughters, Bridget, Anne, and Catherine, then my 
tnistees are to dispose of the said mansion and park (until my son marries) as Uiey shall think 
fit for tlie benefit of my three daughters. But if my wife to further my son in marriage relinquish 
any part of her jointure in Almondsbury, then Uie trustees are to moke compensation to her 
out of mj manor of Bni'lon Regis and the ' colemines.' 

To my said wife my coach and coach-horses and all my harness, &e. To each of my said 
three daughters ilOOO each, to be paid at 21 or marriage. To Mrs. Anne Guillim flOii. To 
my wife and children and Mrs, GuUlira money for mourning. If any of my daughters die 
before 31 or marriage, then her portion is to be divided between her sisters, including my 
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danghter Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Bumell. But if they all die, then the portions of two 
of them are to sink into my estate, and the portion of the last dying is to go to my daughter 
Bumell. 

To my said trustees all my personal effects (except household stuff and plate) upon trust to 
pay my funeral expenses and debts, and to pay to each of themselves £6, and to pay the 
overplus (if any) to my son Thomas Chester. To my said son the following silver plate, viz. 
one large gossip's bowle, one large bason, one large cupp with the cover, two candlesticks, 
two plates, ten spoons, two tankards, two tumblers, one long beaker, four saucers, six salts, 
one sugar-caster, one pepper-box, one snuffers and dish, and four forks. The rest of my 
silver to be divided equally between my four daughters. 

To my wife ^100. The residue to be sold for the benefit of the owner for the time being 
of my mansion house at Knowle. My said trustees to be my executors. 

Witnesses : John Coldingham, Matthew Coldingham, Samuel Tysen, and Henry Wasborow. 

Will proved in C.P.C. 17th March 1686-7, by the three executors. [37 Foot.] 

Thomas Chester III. of Knole had issue by his wife, Elizabeth Howe, five chil- 
dren, a son and four daughters, viz. 

I. Elizabeth Chester was born in 1656, and married, in her father's lifetime, 
Thomas Bumell, Esq., of Brimsham in Gloucestershire, who was one of the executors 
and trustees of his father-in-law's Will. He had no issue by his wife, whom he 
outlived ; and being the last survivor of his family, he devised the Manor of Brims- 
ham to his brother-in-law, Thomas Chester IV. of Knole. (14) 

II. Bridget Chester married, after her father's death, Thomas Holworthy, 
Esq., of Rowberrow in Somersetshire, and died on 6th Nov. 1736, aged 79. 

III. Anne Chester was under age when her father died, and died unmarried. 

IV. Katharine Chester married at Almondsbury, on 26th Jan. 1700-1, 
Edward Freeman, Esq., of Clifton, attorney-at-law. (43) 

V. Thomas Chester, son and heir. 

V. 

Thomas Chester IV., the only son of Thomas Chester III. of Knole by Elizabeth 
Howe, was born in 1668, and was an undergraduate at Oxford at the time of his 
father's death. He had matriculated at Merton College on 12th March 1685-6, 
when he was seventeen years of age ; (25) but his father's death liberated him from 
control, and he left the University without taking a degree. He married Anne, 
third daughter of Sir Samuel Astry, Kt., of Henbury in Gloucestershire, who was 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery twenty-seven years, and acquired the Henbury 
estate by his marriage with Elizabeth, the only child of George Morse, Esq., of that 
place. Sir Samuel gave his daughter 6000/. on her marriage, and her eldest son 
eventually inherited one-fourth part of the Astry estates ; for Mrs. Chester and her 
husband both died in the lifetime of her father, who died on 25th Sept. 1704; and 
when his only surviving son, St. John Astry died unmarried on 21st Nov. 1712, his 
three surviving sisters and his nephew, Thomas Chester V., were his coheirs. (44) 
(See pedigree 0/ Astry in Chapter VI.) 
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Chestei- was High Sheriff of Gloncesterahire in 1G99, and died at tlie age of 36 ; 
for he was buried at Almondsbury on 26th Feb. 1704-5. (43) His wife had died 
in childbed eighteen months before ; and was buried at AlmondBbuiy on 6th Aug. 
1703. (43) 

Tiiomas Chester IV. of Kiiole had issue by bis wife, Anne Astry, eipbt chil- 
dren, five sons and three daughters, who wore all bapti/ed at Almondsbury. (43) 

I. Elizabeth Chester, afterwards Lady Cann, of whom hereinafter, and from 
whom the present owner of Kuole is lineally descended. 

II. Thosl\s Chester, son and heir. 

HI. Anne Chestee was baptized on 25th May 1097, and was buried on 16th 
March following. (43) 

IV. WiLLLiM Cuesteh was born on 28th April 169S, and was baptized on 
30th June. (43) He was a solicitor in Chancery, and had chambers at New Inn 
in the Strand. He died unmarried Ist July 1728. (45) 

V. Richard Howe Chester, of whom hereinafter, was the father of Mrs. 
Bromley Chester of Knole, who succeeded in 17G3 to the estates of her uncle 
Thomas Chester V. 

VI. CuAllLES Chester was born on 13th Feb. 1701-2, and was baptized on 14th 
Feb. {43) He died unmarried 22d March 1730. (45) 

VII. St. John Astky Chester was born on 27th June 1702, and was baptized 
on 1st July, when he was the godson of his mollier's only surviving brother. {43) 
He matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford, 2d July 1719, (25) where he graduated 
B.A. 13th July 1723, and M.A. 10th Nov. 1727. He entered Holy Orders, 
and dying unmarried in London waa buried at St. Andrew's, Holborn, on lat Nov. 
1728. (40) 

VllU Anne Chester was baptized on 2d Aug. 1703, and was buried on the 
next day. (43) 

VI. 

Thomas Chester v., the son and heir of Thomas Chester IV. of Knole by Anne 
Aatry, was born on 2d May lf>9ll, and was therefore a boy of seven when his father 
died. He matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford, lOtb May 1713; (25) but, like his 
father, he did not care to take his degree. He raan-ied,on 25th Sept. 1721,Lady Sarah 
Harriett Howard, daughter of Henrj- sixth Earl of Suffolk ; (46) but she died without 
issue six months afterwards, and was buried at Almondsbury on Gth April 1722. (43) 

Chester was elected, on 17th Jpii. 1727, M.P. for the city of Gloucester on the 
death of Mr. Snell, and was again chosen at the general election in 1728 ; but the 
Sheriff made a double return, and Chester resigned his seat to avoid the risk and 
expense of a scrutiny. He had, fiowevcr, acquitted himself so well in Parliament 
that he was returned without opposition in 1734 as one of the knights of the 
shire. He represented Gloucestershire in five successive Parliaments, during a 
period of thirty-one years, and retained his seat until bis death. Some two 
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years after his election for the county he greatly improved his fortone by 
marrying a rich widow, who was just of his own age. His second wife Mary 
was the widow of George Gwinnett, Esq., of Shurdington in the parish of 
Badgeworth, and was the only child of Jeremy Gough, Esq., of London, from whom 
she had inherited 30,000/.* (46) The marriagef was celebrated at Mercers' Chapel 
on 28th Feb. 1735-6, (40) and the ceremony was performed by Mr. Anthony Chester, 
a cadet of the Chesters of Chicheley, who was then the chaplain of the Mercers' 
Company, and afterwards succeeded as the ninth Baronet of his family. 

Chester had no children by his second marriage; but his stepson George Gwinnett 
Gough, who bore his mother's maiden name, was warmly attached to him ; and when 
George died unmarried, on 27th May 1756, he devised by his Will the manors of 
Shurdington and Down Hatherley to his mother and her second husband. (47) 

The inheritance of the Chesters at Barton Kegis comprised the lordship of 
Kingswood in the parish of St. Philip and St. Jacob, Bristol ; and when that parish 
was divided by Act of Parliament in 1751, Chester gave the site for the new district 
church of St. George, with its churchyard and parsonage, and contributed munifi- 
cently to the building fund. (8) He survived his sister and all his brothers, and 
died on 1st Oct. 1763, without issue, (46) when his estates passed by his Will 
to his niece Elizabeth Lucy Chester, the only child of his deceased brother Bichard, 
who was his heiress at law, and was betrothed with his full consent and approbation 
to his grand-nephew Thomas Master, the grandson of his sister Lady Cann. 

Thomas Chester of Knole, Gloucestershire, Esq. Will dated 21st Feb. 17C1. 

To my loving wife Mary Chester all her jewels and all my furniture, linen, and books at 
Knole, with all my carriages and horses, for her absolute use. 

To the youngest daughter of Benjamin Bathurst, Esq., M.P., ^500. To my niece Elizabeth 
Chester-Master £oOO. 

Whereas my wife is entitled under our marriage-settlement to an annuity of iB700 p.a. out of 
my estate, * Now in satisfaction of such rent-charge, if she will be pleased to choose and accept 
of the same, I give her for her life my capital messuage called Knole, with tlio garden and park, 
stocked with deer, and also the manor of Almondsbury, and my lands there of the present annual 
value of ^1000 or thereabouts. 

* It being my wish that my niece Lucy Chester should be married to my nephew Thomas 
Master, son of my said niece Elizabeth Chester-Master,' I give all my estates, subject to my debts, 
legacies, and funeral expenses, to my said wife, my said niece Elizabeth Chester-Master, and my 
friend Jarrit Smith upon trust for my niece Lucy Chester, for her life, without impeachment 
of waste, and after her death for my nephew Thomas Master, if he be her husband, but 
not otherwise, with remainder to the first and other sons successively of my said niece by my 
said nephew, with remainder to her daughters as tenants in common, with remainder to my own 
right heirs. But in case my said nephew and niece shall not be married at the time of my death, 
or within three years afterwards, or in case my said nephew shall not at that time be in the pos- 

* The Gentleman^s Magazine annoanceB the marriage in these quaint terms : * 1736, Feb. 28. 
Thomas Chester, Esq., M.P. for Gloucestershire, to Mrs. Gwinnett, with £30,000.' (46) 

t The license for his marriage issued from the Yicar-General^B Registry : (25) 
1735-6, Feb. 24. Thomas Chester of Enowle, in the parish of Almondsbury, co. Glouoester, Esq., 
widower, to marry Mary Gwinnett of Great Shurdington, in the parish of Badgeworth, widow. 
To marry at St. Paul's Cathedral, or at St Paul's, Covent Garden, or at Mercers' Chapel, London. 
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PEDIGREE III. 

PEDIGREE OF CHESTER OF KNOLE. 
Registers not specified are from Almondsbary. 



1 wife, bnried^^Thomas Chester, Esq. (3d son of William=CatIierine, dan. of [James 



at St. John's, 
Bristol, 14 Feb. 
1667-8. 



Chester, M.P. for Bristol); purchased the 
Manor of Almondsbury in 157G ; Sheriff of 
Bristol 1559 ; Mayor 1569 ; M. P. for Bristol 
1567-71; M.P. for co. Glonc. 1573-81; 
Sheriflf of co. Glonc. 1577 ; buried 24 Sept. 
1583 at St. James's, Bristol. Will 1577. 



Shepherd of Bristoljand widow 
of Robert Smyth of Biistol ; 
married at St. Stephen^s, 
Bristol, 26 Sept. 1569 ; died 
widow; bur. there 6 Oct. 
1589. 



William Chester, Esq., son and' 
heir, of Enowle, in Almonds- 
bury ; Sheriflf of CO. Glonc. 1592 ; 
died 13 Oct. 1607. (Inq. p.m. 
16 Dec. 5 James I.) 



'Catherine, dan. of Edward, died 

Richard Denny s, Esq., before his 

of Dyrham, co. Glonc. ; father, 
widow 1607. 



1 

Anne Chester, marr. at St. 

John's, Bristol, 24 Nov. 1574, 
John Caplin, Esq., of South- 
ampton, M.P. for Winches- 
ter ; died s.p. before 1623. 



1 w. Anne, daa.^Thomas Chester, Esq., son=n=2 w. Elizabeth, dan. 



ofSamuelBack 
house, Esq., of 
Swallowfield, 
Berks. 



and heir, of Enowle ; bom 
21 Sept. 1587; Sheriflf of co. 
Glouc. 1617 ; entered his 
pedigree in the Visitation 
of 1623; bur. 24 Nov. 1653. 



of Sir George Speke, 
Kt., of White Lack- 
ington, Somerset ; 
wife 1623 ; died be- 
fore her husband. 



1 

William Chester, 
died unmarried ; 
bur. 18 Oct. 
1638. 



1 

Alice Chester, 
married James 
Percivall, Esq., 
of Weston -in - 
Gordano. 



I ' 

Anne Chester, 

died young and 

unmarried after 

1623. 



I 

Elizabeth, bom 

1622 ; marr. . . . 

Fnllwood; admix. 

to her father 10 

Sept. 1658. 



± 



Thomas Chester, Esq.- 
III., son and heir, of 
Enowle ; J.P.andD.-L. 
for CO. Glouc. and Vice- 
Admiral of Gloucester, 
temp. Charles II. and 
James II. ; buried 26 
Feb.1686-7. Will 1687. 



=7»Elizabeth, dan. of 
Sir John Howe, 
Bart., of Compton ; 
bom 21 Dec. 1633 ; 
marr.at St.Vcdast's, 
London, 12 Jan. 
1654-5; widow 1687. 



Elizabeth Chester, 
wife in 1686 of 
Thomas Bumell, 
Esq., of Brimsham, 
CO. Glouc. ; died s.p. 



1 

Thomas Chester, Esq.^ 
IV., son and heir, of 
Enowle ; bora in 1668 ; 
Sheriflf of co. Glouc. 
1699 ; buried 27 Feb. 
1703-4. 



William, 
bur. 6 Oct. 
1675. 



T 



=Anne, dan. and coh. of Bridget Chester, marr. 
Sir Samuel Astry,Kt., Thomas Hoi worthy, 



of Henbury, co.Glouc, 
sister of Arabella, 
Countess of Suflfolk ; 
buried 6 Aug. 1703. 



Esq., of Rowberrow, 
CO. Somerset ; died 6 
Nov. 1736, aged 79. 



Sir William Cann,=r=Elizabeth Ches- LadySarahHarriet=f=Thomas Chester,=j=2 w. Mary, dan. of 



Bart, of Compton 
Green, CO. Glouc; 
died 27 April 
1726, aged 31. 



ter, bom 2 July Howard, dan. of 
1694; marr. 16 Henry, Earl of Suf- 
Aug. 1716 ; died folk ; married 25 
6 Jan. 1725-6. Sept. 1721 ; bur. 

6 April 1722. 



Esq. V. son and heir, 
of Enowle ; born 2 
May 1696 ; M.P. for 
co.Glouc.1734-1763; 
died 1 Oct. 1763. 
J^M.1. Willl761. 

B.p. S.p 



Jeremy Gough, Esq., 
widow of George 
Gwinnett, Esq., of 
Shurdington ; marr. 28 
Feb. 1736-6 ; died 4 
/^May 1782, aged 86. 



Thomas Master ,Esq.,M.P., son and=Elizabeth Chester Cann, dau. and 



heir appt. of Thomas Master, Esq., 
of the Abbey, Cirencester ; died 
before his father ; bur. at Ciren- 
cester 1 June 1749. 



heir; marr. 26 Dec. 1742; died 
widow ; bur. at Cirencester 1 Jan. 
1782. 



/K 
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WillMm Chester, H.P. (or Bristol 1565 ; died 1668. 
(See Pediokeb I. ftt p. 6.) 



James Chester, Williiuu Cheater, Mar^ 

son and heir, ot 2d son ; White- 

Bodford ; mer- tower ot Bristol ; 

chant ot Bristol : died 1673. An- 

died 10 April cetior o/ the Chti- 

1660. JneoWro/ tcr> of Barton 

the CItaleTi of Regis and Lon- 



Brittol and Bod- don. 
ford. X 
Pedtohee I. 
[At p. 5.) 



PBDiaBEB 11. 

{At pp. 2i-25.) 



Chester, Dominick Cheater, 4tb 

John Bo- son; ot theBIaokFriara, 

hcrta. Mayor ot Bristol; Sheriff ot Bris- 

Bristol 1678 ; pnr- tol 1667 ; M.P. for Mine- 

chaaer of the head 1572; died Jnlj 1576. 

manor ol Wester- ^ 

leigh, CO. Qlonc. Pediorbe I. {At p. 6.) 



Catherine Chester, 
marr. 18 Bept. 1606, 
Philip Langtey, Esq., 
ot MsDgottsfield. 



Ich, bnr. George Chester, 



Anno, 16S7, died Catherine Chester, 



1700-1, Edward 
Freeman, Esq., of 
Clifton. 




-I 1 ■■ I — 

Anne, bapi 26 3. Richard 
May 1607: bnr.IG Chester, E 
Mar. 1697-8. Haeeley, ca War- 
William Chester, wick ; iiire ni.; bom 
bspt. 30 Jnno 11 JsiA 1699-1700 ; 
1698; Bolicitorin marr. liccsEQ dated 
Chancer; ; died IG Ma; 1739 ; died 
nnm. lJnlyl728. 15 Jnlj 1700. Will. 



Howe-p^Lacjidan. snd heir. Charles Chester, St. JohnAatrrChes- 

I., of of Clement Throck- bapt. 14 Feb. ter, bom 27 Jnne 

morion, Esq., ot 1700-1 ; died nn- 1702 ; M.A. of Oriel 

Easeley, and widow marr. 22 Mar. Coll. Oxon. 1727; 

ofWiiliamBromlej, 1730. entered Holj Orders ; 

Esq., M.P. of Bag- Anno Chester, died nnmotr. ; bnr, 

ginton ; died widow bapt.2Aiie. 1703; at St. Andrew's, Hoi- 

27 Sept. 1771. Will. bar. 3 Aug. 1703. born, 1 Nov. 1728. 



Elizabeth Lacy Cheater, only child, bapt.=i=William Bromley Chester, Esq., BHaomed 
ut Bt. James's, WcstiuiiiGter, 21 Feb. 1741 ; the name uf Chester on hia marriage; oarr. 
heiress of Kuole and Barton Bcgis ; died 20 Aprill766 ; M.P. forco. Gloae. 1774-60; 
e Jan. 1799. ^died 12 Dee. 1780. Will 17B0. 
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session of real estate of tlio yearly ralno of £l*)nO, Uigb the devises heretofore made of my estates 
aliallbe absolutely void, and in lieu tlioreof I bequeath to my said nephew Thomas Master JliOOO, 
to be paid at the end of three years after my wife's death, and snbj'ect thereto I give all my manors 
and lands to my said niece Lucy Chester and her heirs in foe simpk. 

My fimeral to be private, decent, but nithout mnch oxpcnao, and I desire to be buried at 
Alraondabury, only I desire a proper monument may be erected in memory of ray aneoatora, wives, 
and myself (if my present wife chiises to lie there). 

My fiiiid wife, my eaid niece Elizabeth Cheater-Muster, and the said Jarrit Smith to bo my 
eseoutora, 

Mrs. Chester raised a noble monument to licr husband's memory in Almondsbury 
Church. (39) It is affixed to the wall in the north aisle, and forma a pyramid of 
Egyptian marble. In front stands a female figure, loosely robed, leaning on a 
vase, with a countenance espreaaing the deepest grief. Above lier a drawn curtain 
discloses the Arms of Chester, with an escutcheon of pretence on the fess point, 
bearing Gulee on a fess Argeitt a lion pasmnt, Azure, bettoeen three hoars' heads 
coupled Or, Gough. Below, upon a large tablet, is the following inscription : 
To in£ Memosy of Iboxib CuEsiEit. Esq., and in Record of his ANCESTBr. 

Arthur Chester, Gent, was buried June 17, 1(103. 

■William Chester, Esq. Oct. 13, 1007, 

■William Chester, Gent Oct. 1«, l(i38. 

Thomas Cheater, Esq. Nov. at, 1653. 

Uominick Chester, Gont. Mar. 19, IfiliO. 

William Chester, Gent, Oct. (1, lOJo. 

George Chester, Gent. Sept. Hi, 108S. 

Thomas Chester, Esq. Feb. M. iut<ij. 

Thomas Cheater. Esq. Feb. 21), 1703. 

The succession of this lineage was closed witli the death of TaoMAs Cuestbr, Esq., late of 
Knole, Son of the last recorded of this name. He was byuDanimous suffrage of his county called 
up tobo Knight of the shire inflve successive Parliaments; and on his own part did the honour that 
became liim to theirchoiceby the most inflexible attachment to what bethought the true interests 
of his country. From these he could never be prevailed on to swerve, nor during so long a service 
by one vote, or conniving absence, to desert or disappoint the expectations of his constituents. 

His country must long ago lament in him the loss of a moat upright and naeful magistrate. 
Justice was his constant object, tempei'd only with compaasion as occasion called it forth ; 
which Ins benevolent heart wonid never suffer him to estrange himself from : but never was he 
to be biassed by any sinister view, or private interest, from the execution of his proper duty. 

Nor was he less amiable in his private character than respectable in his public ; under every 
connection in which he stood, answering with his best powers to its respective duties, and 
suataining in character, as in the different scenes of life they arose upon him, the Neiykbour, 
the Frinifl, the BrotJier, the Husbuiiil, with no less esteem, honour, and virtue than the Maqis- 
TRATE AND SENATOR: R truth which cannot better be evinced than by the great and heart-impress'd 
grief that not only attended his loss, but has foithAiUy adhered to hia memory ; and which, as 
long as any traces of it shall remain with those who had the happiness to know him, will mora 
than answer this or any other Record that can be given of him. 

His first 'Wife was the Kight Honourable Sarah Henrietta, the only Daughter of Henry Earl 
of Suffolk and filndon, by Penelope, Daughter of the Earl of Thomond, who was buried Gth April 
1723. In 1735 he married Mary, the Widow of Goorgo Gwinnet, Esq., of Shurdington in this 
County, and Daughter and Heiress of Jeremy Gongh, Esq., of London. 

He died on the let of October 1TU3, and having no Issue left his Estate to his Niece Klxzabeth 
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Lucy Chester, Wife of William Bromley Chester, Esq., and only Child of his Brother Bichard 
Chester, Esq., who died on the 15th of July 1760, and lies also near him. 

Mary Chester, his surviving ^yidow, deeply afflicted for his Loss and venerating his Memory 
and Virtues, took upon herself the Care and Direction of this Monument. 

Mary Chester, the widow of Thomas Chester V. of Knole, survived her husband 
nineteen years, and died on 4th May 1782 at the age of 86, (46) when she performed 
by her Will an act of justice to the family of her first husband ; for she devised to 
his nephew the Gwinnett estates at Badgeworth and Down Hatherley. (47) Knole 
Park had been secured to her for her life by her husband's Will, and descended on 
her death to his niece, Mrs. Bromley Chester, who was then a widow of 41 without 
children, having lost her husband 17 months before. 

vn. 

ElCHARD Howe Chester, the third son of Thomas Chester IV. of Knole, by 
Anne Astry, was born on 10th Jan. 1700-1, and was baptized the next day at Almondsr 
bury, (40) when his godfather was his father's cousin. Sir Kichard Howe, Bart., of 
Wickford in Wiltshire, who was the third Baronet of his family and the nephew of 
Elizabeth Howe, the wife of Thomas Chester HI. of Knole. It was a fortunate 
choice of a godfather, for Sir Richard had no issue by his wife Mary Thynne, and 
when he died on 3d July 1730 he devised by his Will to his kinsman and godson 
Bichard Howe Chester an estate in Hampshire called Lackford Farm, which was to 
revert after his death to his cousin John Grubham Howe of Stowell, who was created 
in 1741 Lord Ched worth. Being thus provided with a competent maintenance 
by his godfather^s bounty he improved his position, at the age of 39, by marrying 
a widow of family and fortune six years younger than himself. He married by 
license,* dated 16th May 1739, Mrs. Bromley of Haseley Manor in Warwickshire, 
the widow of William Bromley, Esq., of Bagginton in the same county. Mr. 
Bromley was by birth and estate one of the leading gentlemen in Warwickshire, and 
was the eldest surviving son and heir of the well-known Speaker of the House of 
Commons, who represented the University of Oxford in Parliament for twenty-six 
years, and was Secretary of State in the Tory Cabinet of Queen Anne. Like his 
father, he was a staunch supporter of Church and State, and was M.P. for the Uni- 
versity of Oxford when he died on 12th March 1736-7, at the early age of 38. (46) 
He had married, on 2d July 1724, Lucy Throckmorton, the heiress of Haseley 
Manor, which had been the seat of a younger branch of the Throckmortons since 
the reign of Henry VIII., when it was granted by the King to a younger son of Su: 
George Throckmorton of Coughton, the ancestor of the baronets of that name. (48) 
Mrs. Bromley was 18 years old at the time of her marriage, and was the posthumous 

• Marriage License from the Viear-GeneraVa Registry : (25) 
1789, May 16. Richard Chester, of the parish of St. James, Westminster, Esq., bachelor, aged SO and 
upwards, to marry Laoj Bromlcj, of St. George's, Hanover-square, widow. To marry at St. 
Botolpb, Aldgate, or at St. Botolph, Bishopsgate, London. 
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and only child of Clement Throckmorton, Esq,, of Haseley, by his wife Lacy, the 
daughter of Captain Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, and the step-daujihler of George 
Fitzroy, Duke of Northumberland. Slie had great personal attractions, and was 
left a widow at the age of 31 with a considerable income, for she was in the enjoy- 
ment of an ample jointure under her marriage settlement, and was tenant for hfe of 
the ealata which she inherited from her father at her birth. She had issue by her 
first husband three children, who were all very young at tlie time of their father's 
death, but were old enough two years afterwards to resent their mother's second 
marriage to the younger brother of a Gloucestershire squire. She Insisted, however, 
on marrying the man of her choice, and was consoled for the alienation of lier elder 
children by the affection of her second husband and their daughter. 

Kichard Howe Chester resided after his marriage in his wife's house at Haseley, 
and died there on 15th July 17f)0, but lie was buried with his ancestors at Almonds- 
bury. (39) He left an only child, Euzabeth Luct, who succeeded, in 1763, to the 
estates of her paternal uncle, Thomas Chester V. of Knole. 

EiCHARD Chester of Haseley, Wabwicksuibe, Esq. TVill dated 25th June 1766. 

To be buned at Almondsbury. My debts and fanerol exponsea to be paid ont of the rents 
of my wife Lacy's jointure from her first husband William Bromley, Esq. 

To my said wife Lucy Cheater, all my household goods, books, and plate in ray boDse at 
Haseley ; iny coach, chariot, horses, and my emerald ring set roand with diamonds ; and all the 
furniture in my bouse in Conduit-street. 

To ray brother Thomas Chester, Esq., 30 guineas ; and to my sister Cheater his wife, a ring. 

To my niece Master, a ring. To John Warren of AJmondsbury, £5. 

The rest of my real and personal estate to my wife Lucy Chester, my brother Thomas 
Chester, roy friend William Throckmorton Bromley of Bogginton, co. Warwick, Esq., and 
John Dighton of Staple Inn, Middx., Gent., npon trust, to pay tlOO a year for the education 
and maintenance of my daughter Elizabeth Lucy Chester until she he 21 years of age or be 
married, and then upon trust for my said daughter absolutely. My wife Lucy Chester, ray 
brother Thomas Chester, William Throckmorton Bromley, Norborne Berkeley, and John 
Dighton to be my Executors and Goardiaas of my daughter. 

Codicil dated 9th Nov. 17D9. 

I revoke the bequest to my wife Lucy Chester of my hooks at Haseley and in London, and 
give them to my daughter Elizabeth Lucy Chester, ' imagining that they may be of more uso 
and amusement to her.' 

Will proved on 17th Sept. 17G0 by the Widow, W. T. Bromley, and John Dighton, and on 13Lh 
Doo. 17C0 by Thomas Chester, power being reserved to Norborne Berkeley, Esq. [349 Lynch.] 

Mrs. Chester survived her second husband eleven years, and died in London at 
her house in Conduit-street on 27th Sept. 1771, aged 613. (4C) Her Will, with its 
precautions against her being buried before she was actually dead, and with the 
provision made for her favourite lap-dog Chloe, is characteristic of the fears and 
fancies of a fine lady of the last century. Her want of affection for her first hus- 
band and his children is painfully apparent iu her Will, for her two sons are com- 
pletely ignored, and her daughter Lucy Bromley is dismissed with a trifling legacy ; 
whilst it is implied by the directions for her burial with her second husband at 
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Almondsbniy, or with her father at Haseley, that she never contemplated the 
possibility of being buried with her first husband at Bagginton. 

Lucy Chester of St. George's, Hanover-square, Middlesex, Widow. 

Will dated 1st April 1709. 

To be buried privately at Almondsbury, in Gloucestershire, or at Haseley, in Warwickshire, 
*but I prefer the former, and therefore most desire to be buried in the parish church there.' *I 
desire my daughter Chester will take care that I be not laid out or put into a coffin until I am 
quite cold, but that my body may be kept as long as conveniently may be before it is put into 
my coffin ; Robert Chipchase, upholsterer, to be employed in the furnishing my funeral.* 

To my son-in-law William Bromley Chester, Esq., and Elizabeth Lucy his wife ^1000 jfi4 
per cent bank annuities upon trust to pay out of the dividends the following annuities, viz. To 
my servant Mary Chipchase £6 a year for her life ; to my coachman John Mainwaring ^6 p.a. 
for life ; to my late servant Jane Young, now wife of James Young, a brewer's clerk, ^6 p.a. for 
life ; to my late servant Lucy Chipchase, wife of the before-mentioned Eobert Chipchase, ^6 p.a. 
for life ; and subject to these annuities I give the said ^1000 to my said daughter Elizabeth Lucy 
Chester for her own use and benefit. 

To Miss Judith Koberts of Stamford, Lincolnshire, £S0 p.a. for life ; and, in case my said 
daughter declines to take care of my lap-dog Chloe, I leave the care thereof to the said Miss 
Judith Eoberts, to whom my executors are to pay ^5 a year as long as the dog lives. 

To my said daughter Elizabeth Lucy ^1000, for her sole and separate use, free from the con- 
trol of her husband. To my daughter Lucy Bromley ^100. To Mrs. Elizabeth Dighton £S0. 
To Mr. Leonard Martin £S. To Mr. Truesdale, apothecary in St. James's-street, £2, To Miss 
Mary Elliott, daughter of Sir John Elliott, £20. To William Norton, my butler, ^£30. To 
Catherine Lloyd, my cook, .£10. Also to the said William Norton and Catherine Lloyd, and to the 
other footman and housemaid who shall be living witli me at the time of my death, a year's wages 
over and above what shall be due to them ; and my said cook and housemaid are to have mourning 
given them. To the poor of the parishes of Haseley, Hatton, Shrawley, and Bowsall ^30. 

To my said daughter Elizabeth Lucy Chester all my household goods and furniture, plate, 
china, linen, and pictures, and all my jewels, except my ruby ring set with diamonds, which I 
bequeath to my granddaughter Lucy Bromley. To my servant Mary Chipchase aU my clothes 
and wearing-apparel whatsoever. 

And whereas by indenture dated 10th May 1728, and made between William Bromley the 
younger, of Haseley, Esq., and me, the said Lucy Chester, by the name and description of Lucy, 
his wife, only daughter and heir of Clement Tlirockmorton, late of Haseley, Esquire, deceased, of 
the first part ; the Right Honourable Edward Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh, and the Right Honour- 
able William Lord Stawell of Somerton, in Somersetshire, of the second part ; Christopher Wren 
of Wroxhall, Warwickshire, Esq., and Samuel Underbill of Idlicote, in the same county, Esq., 
of the third part ; the said Wren and Underbill and the survivor of them was impowered to raise 
such sum of money (not exceeding i'lSOO) as I should by deed or will appoint, notwithstanding 
my coverture ; and whereas the said Wren and Underliill are now both dead, I do hereby direct 
the executors of the said Underbill, who was tlie surviving trustee, to levy and raise tiie said 
sum of £1500, and to pay thereout <£'000 to Theobald Burke, Esq., of Dartmouth -street, West- 
minster, of the Kingdom of Ireland, and a near relation of the famous Mr. Burke of the House of 
Commons ; and to pay the remaining ^1)00 to my son-in-law William Bromley Chester and Eliza- 
beth Lucy Ids wife, whom I appoint my executors and residuary legatees. 

To my friend Arthur Benjamin Lane, Esq., two guineas for a ring. 

Witnesses : William Morse ; Duncan Stewart, Conduit-street ; Thomas Dyer, Bruton-street. 

Codicil dated 31st January 1771. 

The annuity to my coachman Mainwaring to be increased to ten guineas a year, to be paid 
quarterly for his support ; * I being, I thank God, in perfect health.' 

(Signed) Lucy Chester, 

Will proved in C.P.C., 3d October 1771. Conduit-street. 
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Elizabeth LtrCT Chester, the only child of Kichard Howe Chester, Esq., of 
Haseley, by Lucy Throckmorton, was baptized at St. James's, Westminster, on 
21st Feb. 1741, (40) and was therefore 22 years of age when she autcceded to 
the family estates of the Chesters under her uncle's Will. She was then the 
promised wife of Thomas Master, the eldest son of her uncle's other niece, who 
was as dear to him as if she had been his own child ; for she had been his ward from 
girlhood and had lived with him at Ivnoie until her marriage in 1742. This marriage 
had heen arranged for the heiress by her uncle, who had set his heart on securing 
the snccesFion of his estates to the son of his favourite niece ; whilst he felt himself 
bound in justice to devise them to his brother's daughter, who was the last survivor 
of the Chestera. It was in many respects a suitable match ; for Thomas Master was 
the heii^expectant of The Abbey at Cirencester and large estates in Gloucestershire, 
as well as of his mother's estates in Somersetshire, and his paternal grandfather had 
promised to settle on him 1000/. a year on his marriage. But he was scarcely 19 
years old when his grand-uncle died, and the heiress had no love for a boy three 
years younger than herself, to whom she had only consented to be engaged from not 
caring to offend her uncle, whose estates were at bis own disposal. When, there- 
fore, her uncle's death left her free to follow her own inclinations, the engagement 
was quickly broken off ; and she married, on 20th April 17G5, William Bromley, 
Esq., the nephew* of her mother's first husband, who assumedf after his marriage 
the name and arms of Chester. He was the only son of the Kev. Francis 
Bromley, D.D., Rector of Wickham, Hants, by Rebecca, the only child of Dr. 
Francis Gastrell, Bishop of Chester, and was baptized at Wickham on 20th July 
1738, He was educated at Westminster School, and matriculated at Christ Church, 
Oxford, on 27th Jan. 1757, (25) but left the university without taking his degree. 
He was no great match for the heiress of the Chesters, for his mother was still living 
at the time of his marriage, and she had a life interest in the whole estate, which 
the Bishop of Chester had settled on his grandson. The heiress of the Cheaters, 
however, could afford to disregard considerations of money, and she was encouraged 
-by her mother's example to give her band where she had given her heart. 

The owners of Knole had, since the rejgn of Queen Elizabeth, often represented 
Gloucestershire in Parliament as Knights of the Shii-e ; and when Mr. Edward 
Southwell of King's Weston, the sitting member, was raised to the peerage in 1776 
as Lord de Clifford, by the termination of the abeyance, Mr. Bromley Chester of 
Knole came forward as the Tory candidate for the seat. ■ His opponent was the 
Hon, George Cranfield Berkeley, who was supported by all the wealth and influence 
of the Berkeley family. The poll was kept open thirteen days at a ruinous expense, 



* See FedJgTOC of Bromley and GaBtroU at pp. 48-40. 

t It KBM must uunenal at tbis peiioil for pgtbddb of aaj i-nDk to as 
ritj of a Royal lioenae ot an Act of Parlinmeut ; bat in Mr. Bromlej'B 
tion en record. 
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and Chester was returned by a small majority. Party feeling ran high, and a peti- 
tion was presented against the return, in which the High Sheriff of Gloucester- 
shire (Mr. Cann Lippincott), who was through the Ganns a family connexion of the 
Chesters, was accused of partiality to the successful candidate; but the Sheriff was 
acquitted by the House of Commons, and Chester's election was declared valid. He 
retained his seat until his death ; for although he made no distinguished figure in Par- 
liament, he took an active part in county business, and was highly respected by his 
neighbours and constituents. Like most ^ old Westminsters' he was a constant 
attendant at the Latin play, which is acted by the scholars in the Long Room 
at Christmas ; and he was one of the stewards of the school festival in Dec. 
1779 ; (49) but this was his last appearance there, for he died in the next year at 
Cleve Hill, near Bristol, on 12th Dec. 1780. (46) His last illness was a short one, 
and on Monday, 4th Dec, eight days before his death, he sent for his attorney, Mr. 
William Turton of Alveston, to make his Will. Mr. Turton found him at Cleve 
Hill, ill in bed but in full possession of his senses, and was directed ^ not to ask him 
any questions, but to write from his dictation as fast as possible what was intended 
as instructions for his Will.' Mr. Turton was to return the next day with the Will 
formally drawn for execution, but by way of precaution Mr. Bromley Chester 
signed the instructions as a Will in the presence of two witnesses. It was well that 
he did so, for he never rallied again to sign a more formal document. 

William Bromley Chester of Cleve Hill, Gloucestershire, Esq. 

Nuncupative Will, dated 4th Dec. 1780. 

* Everything of every sort and kind to my wife. I beg and entreat Thomas Knight and Edward 
Lassells to be joint-executors with her, to assist her in the care and management of her afiOEiirs. 
To each of them ^100 a peice. To Mr. Wray and my sister Mrs. Wray £100 apeice. To each of 
my godchildren theirs (sic) iOlOO a peice. To my friend Mr. Way £50, This is what I mean to 
be my last wiU and testament, and hope it will be taken as auch if I am not able to make a better.' 

Witness my hand this third day of December 1780. 

Will proved in C.P.C. 20th February 1781 by all three executors. 

Mr. Bromley Chester had no issue by the heiress of the Ohesters, who survived him 
nineteen years. She succeeded to Knole Park on the death of her uncle's widow in 
May 1782, and died in London at her house in Upper Brook-street on 9th Jan. 
1799. (46) She was the last survivor of the family of Chester, and devised by her 
Will the manors of Almondsbury, Barton Regis, and Brimsham, with the rest of the 
Chester estates, to her cousin Thomas Master of The Abbey, Cirencester, the grand- 
son of her father's only sister, Lady Cann, with remainder in default of his male 
issue to his brother, Bichard Master, in tail male. (45) 
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PEi>I&BBE OF BROMLEt OF BAGGINTON. 



PEDIGREE OF BROMLEY OF BAGGINTON. 

Abhb (borne hj William Bromley, afterwards William Bromley Chester, Esq., M.P., before his mar- 
riage with the heiress of Knole). Quarterly 1 and 4, quarterly per fess indented gules and or, a 
griffin segreant vert on an escutcheon argent, with a crescent for difference : Bbomlet. 2 and 3, 
ohecquy argent and sable on a chief or, three bucks* heads couped of the second : Gastbell. 



1 w. Catharine,=f=2 w. Trevor, dau.=f=3 w. Cecilia,=f=Right Honble. William Brom-=r4 wife, Elizabeth, 



dan. and ooh. of 
Sir John Clobery, 
Ei, of Winches- 
ter. 



of Samuel For- 
trey, Esq., of St. 
Giles - in - the - 
Fields ; married 
21 Not. 1689, at 
All Hallows, Bar- 
Mug. 



dau. of Sir 
William 
Swan, Bart. 



s.p. 



ley of Bagginton; matriculated 
at Ch. Ch., Oxon, 12 AprU 1679, 
aged 15 ; D.C.L. 1702 ; M.P. 
forWarwickshire 1690, and for 
Oxford University 1701-27; 
Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons 1710; Secretary of State 
to Queen Anno ; died 13 Feb. 
1731-2 ; bur. at Bagginton. 



dau. of Ralph 
LordStawell; li- 
cense to marry 
dated 12 Jan. 
1697-8. 



Clobery Bromley, Esq., = Dorothy, dau. and 
son and heir-appt. ; ma- coh. of William 
triculated at Ch. Ch.,Ox- Bromley, Esq., of 
on, 29 April 1708, aged Holt Castle ; widow 
15 ; married at St. Ann*s, 17 May 1711. 
Westminster, 25 March 
1708 ; M.P. for Coventry; 
died May 1711) s.p. 



Thomas Bromley, Esq., 
son and heir-appt. ; ma- 
triculated at Ch. Ch., Ox- 
on, 7 June 1710, aged 
17 ; M.A. 21 July 1716 ; 
died at Bagginton . . 
Aug. 1716. 



B 



William Throok-: 
morton Bromley, 
Esq., of Bagginton, 
son and heir ; M.P. 
for Warwickshire ; 
buried 12 March 
1789 at Bagginton. 



^Bridget, dau. of 
Richard Daven- 
port, Esq. ; mar- 
ried atSt. James's, 
Westminster, 8 
May 1756. 



Thomas Bromley, 
2d son ; died un- 
marr. 



Lucy Bromley ; 
unm. 1771. 



L 



Bridget Bromley, 
coheir; boml757; 
died onm. 1785. 



Lucy Bromley, sur-=Cromwell 
viving heir of Baggin- Price,Esq. 
ton; died widow 19 
Aug. 1822, aged 61; 
buried at Bagginton 
80Ang.s.p. 



of Holly 
Mount. 



I 
Mary Bromley, 

coheir ; bom 1762 ; 

died unm. 1787. 



Descent of Bromley. 



49 



DESCENT OF BROMLEY FROM GASTRELL AND MAPLETOFT. 



Heniy Gastrell, EBq.,=|=Elizabeth Bagshaw ; 



of Slapton, 00. North- 
ampton ; married 14 
June 1653 ; dead 1669. 



remarr. 3 Nov. 1670 
Rev. Wm. West, Rec- 
tor of Slapton. 



Rev. Jolin Mapletoft,- 
M.D., Vicar of St. 
Lawrence Jewry; D.D. 
Cantab. 1690 by Royal 
mandate ; buried 15 
Nov. 1721. 



Edward Gas- 
trell, Esq., of 
Slapton, son 
and heir; bapt. 
29 Jane 1654. 

I 



^Rebecca, dan. of Lnoy 
Enightley, Esq., of 
Hackney ; marr. 18 
Nov. 1679, at St. Law- 
rence Jewry; bnried 
there 23 Nov. 1693. 



Francis GastroU, D.D.,= 
Bishop of Chester 1714-25 ; 
born 1662 ; King's Scholar 
at Westminster 1676 ; Sta- 
dentof Ch. Ch., Oxon,1680; 
Chaplain to Honse of Com- 
mons 1701; Canon of Ch.Ch., 
Oxon, 5 Jan. 1702-3 ; died 14 
Nov. 1725, aged 63 ; bnr. in 
Ch. Ch., Oxon, 19 Nov. 



^Elizabeth Mapletoft ; 
bapt. at St. John's, 
Hackney, 11 Ang.1680; 
married at St. Helen's, 
Bishopsgate, 20 Ang. 
1703; buried in Ch.Ch., 
Oxon, 8 Feb. 1761. 



John Maple* 
toft ; bom 24 
Jane, bapt. 29 
Jane, 1687, at 
St. Lawrence 
Jewry. 



B 



William Bromley, Esq.,of' 
Bagginton, surviving son 
and heir; boml698;matri- 
culated at Ch. Ch., Oxon, 
27Feb. 1716-17, aged 17; 
D.C.L. 1732; M.P. for 
Fowcy and afterwards for 
Oxford Univ. ; married 2 
July 1724; died 12 March 
1736-7; bur.atBagginton. 
Will dated 9 March and 
proved 15 March 1736-7. 



=Luoy,dau. 
and heir of 
Clement 
Throck- 
morton, 
Esq., of 
Haseley, 
CO. War- 
wick; died 
widow 27 
Sep. 1771. 
Will. 



J 



2 h. Rich. Eliza- 

ard Howe bcth. 

Chester, 

Esq., of Mary. 

Lackford, 

Wilts, and Anne. 

jure ux. of 

Haseley ; 

married . . 

May 1739; 

died 15 

July 1760. 



Rev. Francis= 
Bromley, 
D.D.,Rector 
ofWickham, 
Hants ; ma- 
tric. at Ch. 
Ch., Oxon, 
19Junel721, 
agedlS; B.A. 
1725 ; M.A. 
1728; D.D. 
16Junel744. 



Elizabeth Lucy Chcs-: 
ter, only child, bapt. at 
St. James's, Westmin- 
ster, 21 Feb. 1741 ; in- 
herited, in 1763,Enolo 
Park, from her uncle, 
Thomas Chester, Esq., 
V. ; married 20 April 
1765; died widow 9 
Jan. 1799. Will. 



: William Bromley, after- 
wards Chester, Esq., of 
Cleeve Hill, co. Glouc. ; 
bapt. at Wickham, Hants, 
20Julyl738; matriculated 
at Christ Church, Oxon, 
27 Jan. 1757, aged 18; 
M.P. force. Glouc. 1774- 
80 ; died 12 Dec. 1780 
B.p. Will. 



'Rebecca, dan. and 
heir ofFrancisGas- 
trell, D.D., Bishop 
of Chester; bom 17 
Jan., bapt. 26 Jan., 
1706-6, at Green- 
wich; mar. at Chap- 
el Royal, White- 
haU,25Marchl734; 
died widow 25 April 
1768. Will. 



Robert 
Gastrell, 
bom 8 
June,bp. 
19 June, 
1704, at 
Green- 
wich; d. 
young ; 
bu.in Ch. 
Ch., Ox- 
on,7Dec. 
1716. 



Eliza- 
beth; 
died 
num. 
12 

May 
1766. 
WiU. 



Frances Brom-= 
ley, bapt. at 
Wickham 7 
Dec. 1740 ; 
married 2 Feb. 
1765 ; died 
widow 22 June 
1816. 



^SirWiUiamUl- 
lithorne Wray, 
Bart., M.A., 
Rector of Dar- 
ley, CO. Derby ; 
died 9 Ang. 
1808, aged 86. 



A\ 
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SKELETON FEDIQREE 0^ ASTBY. 



SKELETON PEDIGREE OF THE DESCENDANTS OF SIB BALPH ASTBY, KT., 

LOBD MAYOB 1493. 



Henry Astry, of Hitchin, Herts.^plde. 



Sir BalphAsfay, Knight^ 
Lord Mayor 1493 ; died 
18 Nov. 1494. 



•Margery Ostrichc, 
let wife. 



William, of Lon- 
don and Hitchin, 
son and heir ; 
died 1501 s.p. 



Elizabeth Skip- 
with. 



^Thomas Astry, of= 
Hitohin, brother 
and heir ; died 
1518. 



'Jane Plgott, 
2d wife. 



William, of Stoke 
Gol d ington, 
Backs, son and 
heir ; died 1542. 

Thomas, of Stoke, 
son and heir ; 
died s.p. 



I 

Balph, of Har- 
lington Woodend, 
Beds, nncle and 
heir; died 1584. 

X 



Thomas, of Stoke, 
Backs. 

Ancestor of 
AsTBY OF Hunts. 



Balph II. of Har- 
lington, son and 
heir ; died 1598. 



Sir Henry , of Har- Balph, of Little 

liagton, son and Milton, Oxon, 2d 

heir ; died 1630. son ; died 1654. 

T ^ 

-J — Pedigbee at p. 77. 



George, of Eaton- 
Socon, Beds, 2d 
son. 

Lake, 

Socon, 

heir. 



of Eaton 
son and 



T 



William, of Har- 
lington, son and 
heir; died 1632 
s.p. 



Francis, of Har- 
lington, brother 
and heir ; died 
1659. 



Lake, of Lin- 
coln's-inn, son 
and heir ; died 
1708 s.p. 



Sir Samnel, of 
Henbnry, co. 
Gloac., 2d son ; 
died 1704. 



Sir James, of 
Harlington, son 
and heir ; died 
1709. 



St. John, of 
Henbnry, son 
and heir ; died 
1712 s.p. 



Elizabeth, cob. ; 
Lady Smyth, of 
Long Ashton. 



I 



Anne, married 
Thob. Ghesteb 
lY. of Ende. 



n 



I 



Smttb Babtb. 



1 



JamoB, of Har- 
lingtoU) son and 
heir; died 1716 
l.p. 



PBDiaBEB 

at p. 40. 



Diana, cob. ; 
Mn. Orlebar, 

Arabella, cob. ; 
Gonntess of Suf- 
folk ; died s.p. 
1722. 



Francis, D.D., of 
Harlington, bro- 
ther and hoir { 
died 1760 s.p. 
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CHAPTER VL 

• 

The ancestors of Anne Asiry^ loife of Thomas Chester IV. ofKnole. I.-VI. 
The Astrys of Hitchin^ London^ Kent^ and Bucks. VII. The Astrys of 
Huntingdonshire. VIII.-IX. Ralph Astry I. and Ralph Astry II. 
of Harlington^ Woodend^ Beds. X. The Astrys of Little Milton^ Oxon. 
XI.-XVI. The Ast)^s of Harlington^ Woodend. XVII.-XXI. The 
Ast)*ys of Henbury^ Gloucestershire. 

I TURN aside to give some account of the ancestors of Anne Astry, the wife of 
Thomas Chester IV. of Knole, in order to justify the claim of her descendants to 
quarter the coat of arms which was granted on 12th Sept. 1486 to Ralph Astry, 
citizen and Fishmonger of London, afterwards Sir Ralph Astry, Kt. (51) Sir 
Ralph was the common ancestor of all the families of Astry, whose right to armo- 
rial bearings is recognised by the Heralds; but the genealogy of the different 
branches has never been critically explored, and the precise connection between 
them has not hitherto been accurately ascertained. The pedigrees of Astry in the 
Visitation of London of 1568 and of Huntingdonshire in 1613 are disfigured by 
demonstrable errors ; and although Le Neve includes in his Pedigrees of Knights 
Sir Henry Astry of Harlington, Beds, Sir Samuel Astry of Henbury, Gloucester- 
shire, and Sir James Aatrie^ one of the Masters in Chancery, who was knighted 
at Whitehall on 20th Nov. 1683, his knowledge of their genealogy was so imperfect 
that he remained in doubt whether Sir Samuel and Sir James were members of the 
same family, and it never occurred to him that Sir James was the grandson and 
heir of Sir Henry of Harlington. (52) 

Sir Ralph Astry, the founder of the family, was a native of Hitchin in Hertford- 
shire, which was then a flourishing town, and one of the centres of the woollen 
trade. The monumental brasses still remaining in the old parish church show that 
Hitchin was a favourite place of residence with merchants of the Staple of Calais in 
the fifteenth century, and that some of them were members of the Fishmongers* 
Company of London. (53) Amongst them was Sir William Hampton, who was one 
of the twelve aldermen knighted on the field of battle by Edward IV. after the 
repulse of the Bastard Fauconbridge in 1470. He was Lord Mayor in 1472, and 
was elected M.P. for the City 1st Dec. 1477. (54) Ralph Astry was successively the 
apprentice, partner, and executor of Sir William Hampton ; and his attachment to 
his old master and his wife did not cease with their lives ; for he expressly directed 
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by his Will that the bouIs of Sir William f Tampton and Dame Margaret, his wife, 
were to be prayed for, with the souls of his own father and mother, in the daily mau 
of reqniera, which was to be celebrated for ever from the day of his decease in the 
Church of St. Andrew's, Hitchin, at the cost of his heirs and successors in estate. 
Aatry was one of the most prosperous citizens of his time, and rose to the highest 
civic honours. The sweating sickness, which recurred at intervals during the next 
century with such terrible mortahty, made its first appearance in England in the 
winter of 1484-5 ; and amongst the victims of the pestilence were two successive 
Lord Mayors, Sir Thomas Hill and Sir William 
Stokker, andRichard"Chester,oneoftheSheriffa. (54) 
Astry was appointed Sheriff in Chester's place in 
Fuliruary 1484-5, (5s)and in the next year obtained 
:i ^r;iiit of Arms from Sir Thomas Holme, Kt. Claren- 
ceux King of Arms. The grant is dated 12th Sept. 
148fi {2 Henry VII.), and the Coat assigned to him 
was Baiiy u-avi/ of six argent and azure : on a chief 
gnles three bezants, with a crescent for difference. (S7) 
He was elected Lord Mayor in 1493, and was knighted 
by King Henry VII, ; although it was by no means 
the rule at this period that tlie Lord Mayor should 
receive tho honour of knighthood. The year 1493 
was one of the most eventful of his life; for in 
the spring of this year he lost his wife, Margery, who had been married to him 
more than twenty years, and was the mother of his three sons. She was the 
daughter! of Thomas Ostriche, citizen and Haberdasher of London, and died on 
10th March 1492-3. (56) She was buried in the nave of the Church of St. Martin's 
in the Vintry, in front of the choir-door, beside the pulpit, in a vault which thence- 
forth became the burial-place of the family. Six months afterwards the widower, 
who was then Lord Mayor elect, married Dame Margaret Hevell, a rich widow in the 
prime of life, who was connected by birth and marriage with several leading families 

' Bietiard wai the brother of the anooator of Iho CheBtevs ol Ohiolieley, (55) 

t PEDIGBEE OF OSTRICHE OF LONDON. 

Tijomas OBtriche, citizen and^ 
Eaberdnehcr of Landou ; died I 
1152. WiU at Lambeth. 




Tbomafl Oatriflhe. oitizon nDd^pAnne. citris. 


MARHEnv OsrmcnE, wife, 1186, o( 


Haberdaaher ot London. WiU 


1185. 


Ralph Asriit, citizon and Fisb- 


dated 23 Jnly H83,(uia proTod 




mongor ot London, 


16 Uucb USi-5. 







ThomaB Oatriabe, citizen and 
Draper of London, UOl. 
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of the civic aristocracy. She was the widow and executrix of Bobert Revell,* who 
was one of the Sheriffs of London and Middlesex in 1490, and died in Febmary 
1490-1, during his term of oflSce. (57) His marriage had been of short duration; 
for Dame Margaret's first husband, William Edwards, citizen and Grocer of London, 
only died in October 1487. His Willf is dated 1st Aug. 1487, and was proved in 
C.P.O. on Slst Oct. in the same year by his widow and executrix, to whom he 
devised all his real estate in London and in the Isle of Thanet. He was buried in 
the Chapel of Our Lady and St. George the Martyr, within the parish church of 
St. Peter's, Cornhill, and left an only son, Thomas Edwards. 

His widow Margaret was the daughter of John Hill, citizen and Grocer of London, 
and her father was the cousin of Sir Thomas Hill,J who died Lord Mayor in 1485, 
when Astry was one of the Sheriffs. She was, like her third husband, a native of 
Hitchin, and brought him a large fortune, having been the executrix and residuary 
legatee of both her former husbands; but she received a full equivalent in the 
settlement which was executed on 29th Sept. 1493 in contemplation of her third 
marriage, whereby Ralph Astry settled upon her for life considerable estates in 
London, Kent, and Surrey. (59) She had issue by each of her three husbands an 
only son, and Henry Astry, the son of her last marriage, was bom in 1494, just 
before his father's death ; for Sir Ralph Astry died within a few days after vacating 
the civic chair, on 18th Nov. 1494. (59) He was buried near his first wife in the 
parish church of St. Martin's in the Vintry, although he was residing at the time 
of his death in the parish of St. James Garlickhithe, in a house which had belonged 
to Thomas Kent. He had been a munificent benefactor to St. Martin's in his life- 
time, * having at his own expense new roofed the church with timber, and covered 
it with lead, and filled in the windows with painted glass.' (56) The Church of 
St. Martin's was not forgotten in his Will ; for he left a legacy of 5L to the fabric 
for the repair of the leads, and 60/. for a suit of vestments for the parish priest. 
Moreover, he directed that 66/. 13^. 4cf. should be appropriated for the salary of a 
priest, who should for the next ten years after his death sing mass for his soul in 
Our Lady's Chapel, and should be attendant and assistant at all divine services in 
St. Martin's. His memory was preserved by the following inscription on a plated 
stone at the entrance of the choir in St. Martin's Church : (56) 

* The Will of Robert Revell, citizen, Grooer, and alderman of London, is dated 18th Feb. 1490-1, and 
was proved in C.P.C. on let March 1490-1 bj his widow and execntrix. (57) He was bnried in the 
Church of St. Mary Hill, in Billingsgate Ward, to the bnilding of which he had been a liberal contribntor 
in his lifetime. (57) 

t William Edwards docs not describe himself as an alderman in his Will, which makes me donbt if 
he was the same William Edwards, Grocer, who was Sheriff in 1457, and Lord Mayor in 1471. (54) There 
is no Will, however, of another William Edwards at this date. 

I * Sir Thomas Hill, Kt. , Mayor of the City of London,^ made his cousin John Hill, Grocer, one of 
the executors of his Will, which is dated 22d Aug. 1485, and was proved on 28th Oct. 1485, in C.P.O. 
[17 Logge.] (58) 
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Honorabilia viri Badci.phi Astri MiUtis nupor Majoris ac Aldermanni et Piacenarii Civi- 
tatu LoadoQ ; et pnecEiriRaiinarum Domina) Margeuije ac AIakgaret^g iixomm ojuB. Qui 
quidam Badulpiids obiit 18° die Novembris a.d. 1494. Et dicta Domina Margarita obiit 
.... die .... ac predicts Marobru ab hoc BCculomigravit 10° die Martii a.i>. 1492; cujni 
atUBue propilietni Deus. 



It waa found at the Inquest held by the King's Escheator at Maidstone, on 12tU 
Oct. 1495, that Sir Kalph Aatry died on 18th Nov. 1494, and that his heir was his 
son William, who was 23 years old and upwards at the date of the inquest. 2. That 
Sir Ralph died seised of lands at Hitcliiu in Hertfordshire, which were entailed by 
hia Will on bis son William and his tliree younger sons successively. 3. That Sir 
Balph waa also seised of lands in the pariah of All Hallows, in the hundred of Hooj 
in Kent, which were entailed by his Will on his son Halph, with remainder to his 
brothers, William, Thomas, and Henry, in succession. 4. That John Warde, 
Grocer and alderman of London, and John Breton, clerk, stood enfeoffed in divers 
houses and lands in the City of Ijondon and the county of Middlesex, and also in 
the manor of Bryssing,* in the parish of Langley, in Kent, and also in the manor 
of Gore Court ;t and in lands in the parishes of Langley, Boughton-Monchelsea, 
Chart, Otham, Maidstone, and Thornham, in the same county of Kent ; and also in 
lands in the parishes of Kingston, Maiden, and Talworth, in Surrey, to the use of 
Bame Margaret Astry, the widow of Sir Ralph, for her life, and after her death to the 
uses of Sir Ralph Astry's WiU. 5. That Sir Ralph Astrj' made hia WiU on 10th Nov. 
1494, whereby the bulk of hia estate, subject to the life interest of hia widow, waa 
entailed on hia sons, William, Kalph, Thomas, and Henry Astry, in succession, with 
remainder to Nicholas Mattok, son of Nicholas Mattok, Fishmonger of London ; 
but in case all his sons and the said Nicholas Mattok died without heirs, the executors, 
or Buch of them as should be then living, or if they were all dead, then the Wardens 
of the Fishmongers' Company, were to sell all the lands and tenements devised by 
the Will, and were to apply the proceeds in ' dedea of almes, pitty, and charite,' at 
their discretion. {59) Sir Ralph's Will was made on 10th Nov. 1494, the day after 
he ceased to be Lord Mayor ; and as he makes no allusion to his illness, his death, 
eight days afterwards, would seem to have been sudden. It is shown in every line 
of his Will that lie was a just, charitable, God-fearing man, full of consideration for 
hia relations and dependents. The number of outstanding loans which he forgives 
b a sufficient proof of his willingness to lend a helping hand, and of his forbearance 
in exacting payment. 

• Tlio mitnor of BrysaiDg was parool of the Hononr of the Dnchy of Lanoaster, and wofl pnrohaaed 
hj Balph Attrj early in the leign of Edward IV. (60) 

t The mansion and manor of Gore Conrt, in tha pariah of Olham, was pnrcliaBeil by Ralph Astry 
from Sir Homy laley, Kt. {60) 
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Bauf Astry, Enyoht and Citizen, and Fishmongeb and Alderman of London. Will 
dated 10th Nov. 1594 (10 Hen. VII.). 

* My bodie to be boryed before the quyre doore, in the bodie of the parish church of St. Martyn 
in the Yyntry of London, by the pulpit there, as the bodie of Margaret Astry, late my wife, 
lyeth buryed.* 

My executors to pay all my debts immediately, and within four years after my death to 
make restitution of all which ought of right by me to be restored, * whiche doon, all my plate, 
jewellis, debts, moveable goodes, and marchandises, which God hath lent me, are to be divided 
into three equal parts, whereof * Dame Margery, my wife, is to have one part, and my children 
who live to be 21 years old the second part. The third part to be applied as follows, viz. 
To the high altar of St. Martyn's in the Yyntry, for tithes and offerings forgotten or negligently 
withholden, in discharge of my soul, be. Towards the reparacion of the ledes and other werkes 
of the same church, £5, 

My executors to find an honest priest of good conversation to synge, in the same church of 
St. Martyn's, in Our Lady's Ghapell there, for my soul by the space of ten years. His salary to 
be ten marks a year, which will make £66 138. id. for the ten years. The same priest to be 
attendant to all dyvyne services in the said church, and to help thereto, and also to wayte 
upon Dame Margery, my wife, at her pleasure. 

To the parish church of St. Andrew, in Hitchyn, in Hertfordshire, £40, for a suete of vest- 
ments to be bought for that church by the advice of my executors. Also to Our Lady*s Altar 
on the south side of the same church for John Edwards the priest to synge with a chalice of 
silver, to cost £3 68. 8^. 

To the Order of White Friars, in Hitchyn, to pray for my soul, and my friends' souls, 40#. ; 
and I will that an obit be yearly kept in the same church for my soul, and the souls of my 
father and mother, and of the said John Edwards, for twenty years next after my death ; 
13«. Ad. to be yearly distributed at the same obit between the priest, clerks, and poor people 
there, which for twenty years amounts to £13 6«. 8c?. 

To Eatryne, Agnes, Amy, and Boose, daughters of my brother Thomas Ostriche, 20«. each, 
with 40«. more to Katryne, Agnes, and Amy each, and 208. more to the said Boose, and to each 
of their children, 68. Sd. ; and I forgive Thomas Ostriche, Draper, one-half of all the money which 
he owes me, * as it appereth by his billys,* on condition that within six months after my death 
he secures the payment of the other half to my executors. 

To Bichard Harrynton, to pray for my soul, 20*. To John Benyngton, Grocer, £6 13*. 4d, 
To James Yergeancit, Fishmonger, 208. 

To the Friars Preachers within Ludgate of London, to the Grey Friars in London,-and to 
the Friars Austins in London, 538. Ad. to each of them to pray for my soul. To the White 
Friars in Fleet-street, in London, 408., and to the Crowchid Friars beside the Tower of London, 
138. Ad. for the like purpose. 

To every child of my cousin Elizabeth Comyssh, 138. Ad. To my cousin John Pever, and 
to his wife, 208. ; and to each of their children, 68. 8^. To Bobert HiUe, my apprentice, 408. 
To William Thorn, my servant, 408. To Boper Marchmont, my servant, 5 marks ; and * I 
forgive him the 408. of mine which he lost.* To Agnes Hille, my servant, 5 marks at her mar- 
riage. To my servants Agnes Talbot and Iden, 408. each. To my cousin Hyde Thorough- 
gate, £4 ; and to her daughter, 208. To Isabel Yalett, my servant, 268. 8^. To every child of 
my cousin Thomas White, 68. 8^. ; and I forgive my cousin John White all the money he 
shaU owe me at the time of my death. To my servant Jerome Bygate, 208. To my cousin 
Thomas Lee, Haberdasher, 208. To my cousin Ide Browne, 208. ; and to each of her children, 
68. 8^. To John Pentecost and Thomas Barry, 138. 4^. each. To Katryne Ghamberleyn, 408. 
To William Hayle my clerk, to the intent that he be friendly and diligent to my executors in 
executing the last Will of my master Sir William Hampton, and this my present Will, £20. To 
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the poor prisoners in Newgate, £4 ; in Ludgate, 40*, ; in the King's Bench in Soutbwerk, 40(. ; 
and in the Marchelaey in Southwerk, 20k., to pray for my soul. To every house of lepers within 
six miles about London, 5s. To the fabric of the parish church of St. James of Garlickhithe, 
London, £G 8s. 4il. To the following priests to pray for my soul, viz. to Sir John Greve, 
priest, 20». ; to Sir John Belangis, late Morower Maaae Priest of St. Martyn's in the Vyntry, 
13«. id. ; to Thomas Rychmonde, priest, 20s. ; and to my cousin Master Walter Browne, ba- 
ohilor of diyynity, 40«. To Edmund Browne of Hitchyn, 40<r. To Johane Wanell, daughter of 
Alice WaneU, 40 marks on her marringe-day. 

'To the Wardens of the Craufte of Fishmongers in old Fish-street of London, to the honour 
and worship of the said fellowship, and in performance of my said master Sir William Uamp- 
ton'a Will, three standing gilte cupps playne, with three covers all gilte, with the arms of my sud 
master in the hotomys of the said cupps, weying altogether 1 1 T ounces and a half, in remem- 
brance that they shall pray for my master's soul and for mine.' 

To John Lee, taUor, £10. To William Cosyn the elder, £5 ; and to his son WiUiam, £5. 
To Richard Hille, tailor, -tSO. ToJames Swotman and his wife, 20s. each. To William Kuasell, 
lOi. To the poor prisoners in the two countyrs in Londou, 20». for either oouutyr. To the 
making of Rochester Bridge fifty bales of jeane wood. To Thomas Edwards, son of ray wife 
Dame Margery, £30 ; and to her son John Revell, £30. 

For a sute of vestments to be chosen by my executors for the said church of at. Martyn's 
in the Vyntry, £60. To Sir John Awngill, priest, 26h. Bel. a year during his life, to be paid half 
yearly. To the chapel of St. Nicholas of Mynnysden beside Hitchyn, 5 marks, to be bestowed in 
such ornaments as my executors think convenient. To the frateruity of Our Lady and St. 
John at Hitchyn, 40s. To the fraternity of Our Lady in the parish church of St. Mary Wolnoth, 
London, &s. Bil. To the Friars ObBervants of Greenwich, 40s. To William Badmoro, my 
porter, 20». 

The residue of all my personal estate after payment of my debts, funeral, and legacies to 
be applied by my executors in 'finding scholars in the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford, 
in marriage of poor young men and maidens of good name and fame, in mending of foul and 
feeble wajes, in redeeming poor persona out of prison, and in other works of charity, mercy, 
and pity for my soul as shall be thought most convenient to be done to the pleasure of 
Almighty God.' 

My wife Dame Margery ; John Warde," citiaca and Grocer and alderman of Loudon ; and 
Kicholaa Mattock, j- Fishmonger of London, to be my executors ; each of the said John and 
Kicholas having £15 for his labour. 

The right worshipful man, Master John Brotton, D.D.,]: parson of St. Peter's, Oorahill, 
London, to be overseer of my Will, and to have £5 for his labour and good counsel. 

As TO THE DISPOSITION OF MY iUNERS, LASDE8, AND TENEMENTS, Bs well within the Citty 
of London and enburbs of the same as within the counties of Kent, Hertford, Surrey, and 
Middx., and in the whicho divers persons been enfeoffed to myne use, flirst : 

I gif and bequeth alle my landes and tenements in the towne and ffeldes of Hitchyn and ela 

* John Ward, citizen and Qi'occr of London, icas one of the Shci-iOta in 1470, and was Lard Mayor ot 
London in 1486, when Balph Astry was BheriiT. Ward was the third Lord Mayor of this year, and sno- 
oeeded Sir William Stokker, who died of the sireatiDg siokneBB. (54) 

f Tht ilattoeki wore connected with Hitchin for at least two centuries. -There is a braes in Hllohin 
Ohnrch to the memory of Nkholat Mattock, ilcrcliant of the Staph- of Calais, and c'iii:tli and Fith- 
moager of Landon, Who died 11 . .; and ot Elizabeth, lija wife, who died 2GthSept. UyS. Their descenil- 
anl, Johii Mattock, Esq., of Coventry, gave, by deed dated 26th July IGU'J, nine acres of land in Hltahiu 
to Uie Dse of the Free Sahool there. (53) 

1 Doctor John Bretcyn was presented by the Corporation of London to the Routury of St. Peter's, 
Comhill, on 10th Dec. 1173, (61] and, acoording to hie M.I. in that church, died Rector on 2'itix Sept. 
1500. (61) 
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where within the county of Hertford to my sonne William Aatry, and to the heires of his bodie 
lawfully begotten, to hold the same of the chief lordes * of the fee by the service thereof due and 
of right accustomed, to this intent, and undre this forme and condition, that the same William 
Astry and the heires of his bodie yerely forevermore after my deceasse finde and kepe, in the 
parish church of Saint Andrewe of Hitchyn aforesaid, an honest prest to singe at our ladye altar 
on the sowth side of the same church, and there to pray for my soule and the soules of my fore- 
said master Sir William Hampton and Dame Margarett his wife, and for the soules of Henry 
Astry my fader, and Ide my moder, and for the soul of John Edwards, and for alle my frendes* 
soules, paying yerely to the said prest for his salarye and wage ix. marks sterling, the same presto 
to be attendannt at alle divine services to be saide or songe in the parish church of Hitchyn 
aforesaid, atte alle tymes except a lawful cause/ And yf my said sonne William Astry decease 
without heires of his body lawfully begotten, thenne alle the foresaid landes and tenements shall 
remayne unto Rauf Astry, my sonne, and to the heires of his bodie, to the intent aforesaid ; 
remaynder to Henry Astry, my sonne, in fee tail, to the like intent ; remaynder to Nicholas 
Mattok, son of Nicholas Mattok, citizen and Ffishmonger of London, and to the heires of his 
bodie lawfully begotten, to the intent aforesaid ; remaynder unto myne executors aforesaide, 
or to suche of theym as then shall be lyving; remaynder unto the Wardeyns of the Craufte 
of Ffishmongers of the Gitte of London thenne beyng, to the intent to selle theym and to per- 
form my last will after the manner and forme undre written. 

Item, I give and bequeth, after the death of Dame Margerie my wife, my tenement with the 
appurts., in the parish of Saint Jamys at Garlikhithe, late of Thomas Kent, in the whiche tene- 
ment I nowe dwell ; and also my tenement in the parish of S. Martyn in the Yyntre, som tyme 
called the Three Tonnes; and also my messuage called Gorecourt, with the lands thereto 
belonging, in the townes and ffeldes of Otham, Maydestone, Thomeham, Langley, and Bear- 
stede, in the county of Kent ; and also my landes and tenements in the parish of Saint Mary 
Matfelon without Algate of London, late of Thomas Litley, Grocer ; and also my landes and 
tenements in the townes and ffeldes of Maldon, Kyngston, and Talworth, in the county of Surrey, 
whiche late were of Roger Stede, Yyntner : to my said son William Astry in fee tail, with 
remainder to my said son Rauf Astry in fee tail ; remainder to my said son Thomas Astry in 
fee tail ; remainder to my said son Henry Astry in fee tail*; remainder to my said executors, 
or such of them as shall be then living ; remainder to the Wardens aforesaid, to perform my 
last will. 

Item, I give and bequeath, after the death of the said Dame Margery my wife, my manor of 
Brysshyng, in Kent, with the appurts., and a croft of land called Grete Rayes, and a marsh 
called South Marsh, and a field called South Field, and another marsh called Lucas Hame, and 
a croft called Long Croft, and also a tenement called Roger's tenement, in the parish of All 
Hallows, in the hundred of Hoo, in Kent, which formerly belonged to Thomas Pympe,^ 
gent., to my son Rauf Astry in fee tail ; remainder to my said son William Astry in fee tail ; 
remainder to my said son Thomas Astry in fee tail ; remainder to my said son Henry Astry in 
fee tail ; remainder to my said executors or the survivor of them ; remainder to the said 
Wardens, to perform my will. 

Item, I give and bequeath all my lands and pastures in the said parish of All HaUowSjf 
which were late of Robert Dathe, and after the death of my said wife Dame Margery my two 
tenements in the parish of St. Lawrence, in the Old Jewry of London, to my said son Thomas 
Astry in fee tail, with remainder to my said son Rauf in fee tail; remainder to my said 

* Thomas Pimpe^ the head of an ancient Kentish {amily, whose chief seat was Pimpe^s Coart in East 
Farleigh, died in 1174, and was boned in All Hallows Chorch. (63) 

t This estate long coniinned in the possession of Thomas Astry^s desoendants, for it is referred to in 
the Will of Ralph Astry U. of Harlington, in 1598. See p. 75. 
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BOU Henry in fee tuU ; remainder to my said esecutors ; remainder to the said Wardens, to 
perform my will. 

Item, I give and bequeath, after the death of Agnes, Ute wife of Henry Nevill, Iremonger, 
and of my said wife Dame Margery, my tenement calied the Gaiy, in the pariah of St, Botolph 
beside Billingsgate of London, and also my tenement iu Trinity-lane, in the parish of the 
Trinity the Little of London, and also my two tenements in Hogyn-Luie, in the same parish, 
late of Rauf Mark, to my said son Henry Astry in fee tail, with remainder to my said son 
William ; remainder to my said son Rauf in fee tail ; remainder ta my said son Thomas m 
fee tail ; remainder to my said execntors ; remainder to the said Wardens. 

But if all my said sons, and the said Kicholas Mattok, son of Nicholas Mattok, Fishmonger, 
die without issue of their bodies lawfully begotten, which ' God defend,' then my said executors, 
or the Wardens of the Craft aforesaid, shall sell all the lands and tenements bequeatlied by my 
present Will to my said children and to the said Nicholas Mattok'a son, and shall dispose of the 
proceeds as follows, yiz. 

Half the money coming from the sale of my lands in Hitchin and elsewhere in Hertford- 
shire is to be divided between Thomas Edwards and John Bevell, the sons of my said wife 
Dame Margery ; and the other half of this same money, and all the proceeds arising from 
the sale of all the rest of my manors, landa, and tenements, is to be disposed in ' making and 
amendyng of high and f owle wayes abowte Hitchyn and in other places within the county of 
Hertford, and abowte the Citte of London ; and toward the exhibicion and bynding of poore 
Bcolers to the Universitees of Cambrygge and Oxenford ; and in marriage of poore maydens 
of good name and fame ; and in other dedes of almes, pitte, and cliarite, by the good discrecion 
of myne executors, or by the Wardens aforesaid, yf mine executors be not tlienne lyring, 
to the pleaaure of God and to the helth of my soulo and of the soules above named.' 

My executors, after the death of my said wife Dame Margery, ore to sell my brewhonse 
called the Suyte, and the two tenements adjoining, in the parish of St, Leonard's Eastcheap 
of London, and are to apply the proceeds in payment of my legacies. I revoke all former 
Wills made by mo before this 10th day of November 1494 (lOHen. VII.),and declare this to be 
my only WiU. 

' In witness whereof I have set my seal hereunto, in the presenoo of the said Master 
John Breton j John Lee, taylor ; John Piver, mercer ; Richard Hill, taylor ; William Hayle and 
George Ntcholl, scryvenors, and citizens of London, witnesses by me thereto called and specially 
required.' 

Will proved in C,P,C, 20 Dec. 1494, by Dame Margery, the widow, and Nicholas Mattok, 
power being reserved to the other executors. [19 Vox.] 

Dame Maroaekt Astry, the widow of Sir Kalph, died on 18th Nov. 1523, (6 1 ) 
after twenty-nine years of widowliood, when Sir Ralph's estates In Kent, London, 
and Surrey, which she held in jointure, at last reverted to hia heir under the limita- 
tions of his Will. She had outlived her three stepsons, who had all. died without 
issue except the youngest ; and hia eldest son William succeeded on her death to 
his grandfather's entailed estates. She died rich, and her estate was divided by her 
Will between her two surviving sons, Thomas Edwards and Henry Astry ; for 
John Revell, the only son of her second man-iagti, had married and died without 
issue in her lifetime. He was buried at Otham in Kent, where a copper tablet of 
quaint design, with his likeness engraved on it, was fixed in the church to his 
memory by direction of his mother's Will. Dame Margaret's thoughts in her old 
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age reverted to the husband of her youth, although her last-bom son was her 
favourite child ; and she desires in her Will to be buried in the Church of St. 
Peter's, Comhill, beside her first husband, William Edwards. She died on 18th 
Nov. 1523, and an inquest was held at Maidstone by the King's Escheator on 3d 
Nov. 1524, to ascertain who was the heir of the estates formerly belonging to Sir 
Balph Astry, Kt., which his widow had held in jointure. 

The verdict found at this inquest completes the history of the family to this 
date. After reciting Sir Ralph Astry 's seisin in his Kentish estates, it is related that 
he married a wife named Elizahethy* by whom he had issue three sons, William, 
Ralph, and Thomas Astry. After the death of his wife Elizabeth Sir Ralph married 
Margery Revell, widow, and by his marriage settlement, dated 29th Sept. 1493, his 
estates in Kent were settled on the said Margaret for life, with remainder to such 
persons as he should by Will appoint. He had issue by Margaret a son, Henry 
Astry, and made his Will at London on 10th Nov. 1594, whereby he devised his 
estates, after the death of his wife Margaret, to his son William Astry and the heirs 
of his body, with remainder to Ralph Astry, brother of William, in fee tail ; 
remainder to Thomas Astry, brother of Ralph, in fee tail ; remainder to Henry 
Astry, with divers remainders over. Sir Ralph Astry died a few days after the date 
of his Will, and afterwards his said sons, William and Ralph Astry, both died with- 
out issue. Thomas Astry, the third son of Sir Ralph, married Elizabeth Skipwith, 
and had issue by her a son William. The same Thomas after the death of his wife 
Elizabeth married Joan, daughter of John Pygott, and had issue by her John 
and Ralph Astry, and afterwards the said Thomas died. William Astry, son and 
heir of the said Thomas, on reaching the age of 18, married Isabella, daughter 
of Robert Pygott, gent. ; and afterwards Margaret Astry, the widow of the said Sir 
Ralph Astry, Kt., died on 18th Nov. last past ; when William Astry, the son and 
heir of the said Thomas, was found to be the heir of his grandfather, the said Sir 
Ralph Astry, Kt. The said William was 21 years old and upwards at the date of 
this inquest. (6i) 

Dame Margery Astry, widowe, late wife of Sir Bauf Astry, Knyght, and late 
Alderman of the citie of London. Will dated 12tli Sept. 1523. 

My body to be buried in the parish church of S. Peter, in Cornhull of London, as nygh nnto 
the grave there where the body of William Edwards, citizen and Grocer of London while he 
lived, and sometyme my late husband, lieth buried as it may conveniently be doon. 

To the high-altar of the parish church of Sainte James Garlikehithe of London, yis. ymd. 
To the werks of the body of the foresaid church, iii/t. vi«. viii</. * A good honest prest of vertuons 
disposicion, beyng of age of 40 yeres or more, to celebrate, synge, and say masse in the said 
church of Sainte Peter aforesaid, and pray for the soules of me Dame Margery Astry and of 
Sir Bauf Astry, Knyght, Robert Revell, Alderman, and William Edwards, Grocer, and my late 
husbands, and for the soule of John Revell my sonne, and for all Christen soules by the tyme 

• 
* It is certain, from Sir Ralph Astry^B Will (ne p. 55), that the name of his first wife was Margaret, 

not Elizabeth. 
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tnd apsoe of teime yeres next after my decease, and that the said prcBt ahall have yerely for his 
wagys, salarye, and seirice in that behalf, viili.' 

Cloth for black gowns to be given to my cozen Henry Lnmney and hia wife, my son Henry 
Aatry and his wife, my cozen Lane and his wife, my cozen Richiud Hill and his wife, Nicholaa 
Cosyn and his wife, my giater HiU, Thomas Edwards my son, Alexander RongUey my servant, 
and my coien Agnes Gascoyn. 

To Robert and Thomas Hill, sons of my brother Stevyn Hill, ivli., towards their ' fynding to 
BOole,' 

To my cozens Elizabeth Lane, Margaret Lnmney, Emma Cosyn, and Agnes Gascoyn, v. marka 
each. To Luce Lowen my cousin, xl». To cozen Richard Hill's wife, xh. To my godson 
Bobert Lane, sis. To Sir William Hikks, preat, vis. viiirf. To Alice Yencowo, xU. 

' The precat whom I have ordeyned to synge for my sonle in maner aforesaid yerely every 
ftyday during the said 10 yeres to ayngo and say masse at the aulter of Scala cell in the Grossed 
Freres of London, or ells there where within the said citie of London the aulter of Ara Scala 
cell is kept. To the mendyng of all those fowle ways moost mede of mendyng and within xx, 
mylee of London, 10 marks l« be bestowed by the advise and eounsell of Robert Baibo, here- 
mjfls* o/Jesiii ChapeU al Jslynlun: 

I remit all debts, save those owing to me by John Bestoll and Jane bis daughter, late wife 
of my son John Revell. 

To Sir Richard Broke, Knight and one of the King's Jnaticee of our Sovereign Lord King 
Henry VHI. o! his comyn Bench, and to hia wife, black gowns. Henry Astry to be my sole 
execntor, and the said Richard Broke to be overseer. The residue of my goods to bo divided 
between my son Thomas Edwards and my son Henry Aatry, . 

Wilne»ees : Alexander Ronghley, notary, Bichard Brixworth, John Lane, Anthony Marshall, 
Thomas Bala^, priest, Leonard Hopkycson, 

CodicU dated 26th October 1523, I 

To my godson Banf Aatry, xx/i. To my sister Hill, late wife of my brother Stevyn Hill of I 
London, Grocer, xls. My executor to have a ' table of coper, as large and as brode as shall be 
necessary,' to be set in a pillar in the church of Otham, Kent, as nigh where my son John 
Revell lies buried as can be ; and on the same table to be engraven ' an image or picture as like 
unto the said John Revell as it may conveniently be doon, togidor with his armys and certain 
scriptnr to be devised by my said overseer ; and thereupon it is my will Ihat myn execntorshall 
Bxpcnde xiiij. ivrf., and more yf nede require.' 

To the chapel of Mynnesdon, Hitchin, whire I waa horn, a chalice and paten of silver. 
' I geve the best of my vestment for a prest to synge masse in a chapell of 8. Thomas the 
Martyr called WyndiU Cbappell, founded and sett within the parishe of Prescott, inoonntie of 
Lancaster, nygh Weryngton, where my servant Alexander Ronghley waa born, for to pray for 
my Boule and all Christen sonles. To the parishe chnrch of 8. Peters, Cornhill, of London, a 
paxe of silver and gilt, garnished with perlea and other stones, and also sett and garnished with 
synkfoylcB, which is in a little spmse chest ; and to the same chnrch a myssale or masse-booke 
with a white cover.' To my son Thomas Edwatdi ' a little salt, with a cover of silver, and gilt, 
garnished with perlea, and a grete standing cupp of silver parcels gilt, and on the knopp of 
the said cover a squyrell, ond ix. spoones of silver with woodruffs on the ends, which salt cupp 

* The highway from Islington to Highgate had been eonstrncteil in the reign of Edirard Itl. as an 
oot of cluurity, by WiWam Phelippt the Hermit ; bat the dost exceeding his resources, lie was licensed, 
by Boyal grant, [lateU GtU Kov. 13C4, to collect a toll from persons aaing tlio roml. His snocessors in 
the Hermitago sBsumed tLe daty of collecting the toll and mamtaining the liighwny. The last Hermit, 
Tfilliam Forte, was collated by Bishop Stohesley in 1531 ; and the Hermitage fonaeil part of the site 
^ven by Sir Boger Cbolmeley in 15G£> to found th« Grammar School at Highgate. (64) 
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and spoones remayn in the said little spnise chest in the oonnting-honse over the hall-door. 
To the said Thomas my sonne a signed of gold called a morys head/ 

To Agnes Bronche and Margery Sloght my servants, xxa. each. To Agnes Steyynson my 
keper, xxs. To my chapleyn, xx». 

Witnesses: Richard Brix worth, John Lane, Anthony Marshall, Thomas Tym, Leonard 
Hopkynson, Sir Thomas Balard, prest, Alexander Ronghley, notary. 

Will and CodicU proved 10th Dec. 1623 in P.C.C. by Henry Astry. [Bodefeld 26.] 

Sir Ralph Astry left four sons, of whom the youngest only was the son of his 
second wife Dame Margaret. His three sons by his first wife Margery Ostriche 
were: 

I. William Astry, his son and heir. 

IL Balph Astry was scarcely 13 years old when his father died, and was 
apprenticed to his brother William. He died unmarried at the age of 20 on 19th 
Sept. 1501, and was buried with his father and mother at St. Martin's in the 
Vintry. His monumental inscription is recorded by Stowe : (56) 

Badulphus Astry generoBusnnns filiorum Bad. Astrt Mi litis, quondam MajorisCivitatis 
London : Qai quidem Badulphus filius in sua florida juventute ab hoc seculo migravit 19 
die Septembris a.d. 1501. 

Baufp Astry op London, gent. Will dated 29tli July 1601. 

My body to be buried in the church of B. Martin in the Yyntre, London, on the south side 
of the choir-door. To the high-altar of the said church, 20^. 

An honest able secular preste to sey masse and other dyvyne servyce ia the said church for 
the weale of my soul by the space of vi. yeres, and the said preeste to have every yere duringe 
the said terme in the name of his salary, x. marks. 

To the church werks of All Hallowes, in the hundred of Hoo, Kent, 40«. 

To my brothers William, Henry, and Thomas Astry, £20 each. 

To John Bevell and Thomas Edwards, £10 each. 

To William Harles, citizen and scrivener of London, £5. To his eldest son, 40$. To his 
eldest daughter, iOs. To Alice Calverley, 40^. 

The residue of my estate, after payment of my debts, to my executors, to dispose after their 
free wills in deeds of alms and pity. 

Nicholas Mattock and my brother William Astry to be my executors, and William Milbom 
to be overseer of my Will. 

Will proved on 3d Nov. 1501 in P.C.C. by Nicholas Mattok, the other executor, William 
Astry, being then dead. [3 Blamyr.] 

III. Thomas Astry, the ancestor of the Astrys of Bedfordshire. 
Sir Ralph Astry *8 son by his second wife, Dame Margaret, 

IV. Henry Astry was bom in 1494, during his father's mayoralty, and was 
therefore an infant at the time of his father's death. He was the only one of the 
four brothers who lived to enjoy the reversionary estate bequeathed to them by Sir 
Ralph's Will after the death of Dame Margaret. Moreover he was amply provided 
for by his mother^a Will, which he proved as her executor on 10th Dec. 1523. He 
was married at the time of his mother's death ; but I have found no further notice 
of him, except that he died without issue. (66) 
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WnJJAM AsTRY, the son and heir of Sir Ralph by liis first wife Margery, was 
found at the tnfjuest held after his father's death, on 12tli Oct. 1495, to be thea 
23 years old and upwards; (59) he was therefore several years okler than his 
brothers Ralph and Thomas; for Ralph was still under age when he died in Sept. 
1501. William was, like his father, free of the Fishmongers of London, and came 
into possession on his father's death of the family estates in Hertfordshire. He was 
also by his father's Will the heir-expectant of the bulk of Sir Ralph's estates in 
London, Kent, and Surrey, which were settled on Dame Margaret for her life. But 
this reversionary bequest never took effect ; for William died without issue 22 
years before his stepmother. He married a wife named Elizabeth, of whom nothing 
is known except that she survived him and proved his Will on 12th April 1502. 
He had then, however, been dead sis months ; for his Will is dated 14th Oct. 1501, 
and it is recited in the probate of Ralph Astry's Will that William was dead on 
8d Nov. 1501, when Ralph's Will was proved by his surviving executor. William 
therefore died within a few weeks after his brother Ralph, and was buried near his 
&ther in the Church of St. Martin's in the Vintry. 

William Astri, citizen and FrranMONnEii of Lonpon. 

Will dated 14th Oct. 1501. 

'I bequeth my soule to the Holy Trinite, tliree Persons and oon God, to oiire Blessed Ladye 
Baint Marye, and to aSle the holy compauy of hevia. Alao I beqaeth alle my evill dedys to 
the develis of hell whenDes they cam fro.' 

To the high-altar of S. Martyn's ia the Yyutre, lOi. ; and my body to be buied in the said 
church, ' as nye my ffader Sir Rnnf Aatry as can be.' 

To my wife Elizabeth 100 marks and all my plikte, with a pair of round salts and 12 Bpoons 
with acorns, that was late my brother llauf Aatry's. I owe the said R:iu£, as it appeareth in his 
indentoreB, £56, abate thereof £20 which he bequeathed me, and £5 by reason of cxecutorahip. 
Item, ' for snche money aa I have layde ovte for him more than I f onde of his in his casket, as 
well a little before he sickened, in his sickness, and for his burying, irilh his dinner a:id other 
costs, as at his moneth minde, alio appeareth by my books, with the given reckoning, and what 
I found of his in gold and grots and pencoa, it appeareth by the reckenyng of his indentures.' 

To my said wife all my household stuff, with all those my gotmes, doublet, and jackett, 
except my blew furred with blak cony, which I give to my brother Thomas Astry, and also 
£6 when he comes to his lawful age. 'And yf he dye or it come to him, it is to be beslowedfor 
the soules of William, Rauf, and Thomas Astry.' 

Also to my brother Henry, £5 when he comes to age. To each of my prentices and men ser- 
vants, vis. John Holmes, Richard Hilsom, and Edmond Harkor, one mark. 

To the high-altar of our Lady's Church at Hitchin, 40s. 

To the high-altar of 8. James' Church in Garlyckhithe, 20s. To Sir John, my ptest, of 
Hitchin, towards his exhibicion, iiii. nobles. To the v. orders of (Triers, v. nobles. 

Elizabeth Astry my wife to be my eiecutrix ; and William Mylbonme, now being Chamber- 
laine of Ixmdoc, to be overseer of my Will, and I give him my great ring with my arms. 

Will proved 12th April 1502 in P.C.C. by Elizabeth, relict and esecutrii. [14 Blamjr.] 



THOMAS ASTRY OF HITCHIK. . 6S 

It is evident from the finding of the inquest, which was held in 1524, after Dame 
Margaret Astry's death, (6i) and from the succession of Sir Ralph Astry's estates, 
that William Astry died without issue. It is difficult, therefore, to understand how 
it came to pass that the Heralds recorded in the Visitation of London of 1568 the 
fictitious pedigree printed below : (65) 

Arms : Barry wavy of six argent and azure, on a chief gules three bezants, a crescent for dif- 
ference. 

Sr. Bafe Astry, Knight, married to his first wife Margery, daughter of and by 

her had no issue ; and to his second wife he marid Margarett, doughter of Hill, and had issue 
William his eldist son, Rafe second son. 

WiLLM. Astry, son and heire of Sir Rafe Astry, Knight, marid IsabeU, doughter of Pigott 
of Bechington, in the countie of Bucks, and had issue Thomas his eldist son, Francis jsecond son, 
Elizabeth, marid to Wm. Bugby of Hunts. 

Francis Astry of London, gent., second son of William Astry, marid Elizabeth, doughter of 
Oliver Smith of London. 

in. 

Thomas Astry, the third son of Sir Ralph by his first wife Margery Osteriche, 
was not yet 12 years old when his father died in 1494 ; for his elder brother Ralph 
was still under age at the time of his death in Sept. 1501. Thomas became the 
head of the family on the death of his brother William in Oct, 1501, and succeeded 
to the estates at Hitchin in Hertfordshire and at All Hallows in the hundred of 
Hoo in Kent, which had been devised by Sir Ralph Astry to his sons William and 
Ralph respectively in strict settlement. He married in the next year Elizabeth, 
daughter of William Skipwith, of Northamstead, Herts, (66) by whom he had 
issue, William Astry, his son and heir, born in 1503. (61) Thomas married 
secondly Jane, daughter of John Piggott, gent., of Beachampton, Bucks, by whom 
he had three sons and a daughter (see p. 67). Thomas Astry was a rich man, 
although he never lived to enjoy the bulk of his father's estate, and he increased his 
patrimony by purchases in the counties of Buckingham, Oxford, and Northamp- 
ton. He died in Oct. 1518, at the age of 36, in the lifetime of his stepmother, 
Dame Margaret, and was buried at St. Martin's in the Vintry, between his father 
and his brother Ralph. 

Thomas Astry of Hitcuin, in the county of Hertford, gent. 

Willdated2dOct. 1518. 

To be buried in the parish church of S. Martin in the Yintre, London, between my father 
and my brother Rauf Astrye, who there lie buried. 

To the high-altar of the parish church of Hitchin, Qs, 8d. 

To Johane my wife all my goods and chattels in the counties of Bucks, Oxon, Herts, and 
Northampton, to have and use for herself and children. But she is in no way to meddle with 
the issues of my lands in Hitchin, Wymeley, and Langley, which were my father Sir Bauf 
Astrye^s, Knight, and now remain to my son William Astrye * towards his fynding.' 

All monies due to me of lands in Kent to Dame Margery Astry my mother-in-lawe, and 
Henry Astrye my brother, and Henry Wynoote, and they are to see therewith to my burying, 
and to pajT the oyerplos to my son William. 
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FEDIOBEE OF ASTBT OF HEBTS, LONDON, AND BUCKS. 




1. William ABixj,=zE 1 i z ab eth ; 
dtizen and Fish- widow and ex- 
monger of Lon- eoatrix 12 April 
don; Bon and 1502. 
heir, and aged 23 
in U94 ; died be- 
tween Not. 1501 
and April 1502; 
buried at St. 
Martin's, Yintry, 
London. WiU. 
1501. 



2. BalphAstry 


Iw. Elizabeth,"? 


of London, 


dan. of William 


gent. ; died 


Skipwith of 


nnm. 19 Sept. 


NorthamBtead, 


1501; M.I. at 


Herts. 


St. Martin's, 




Vintry. Will 




1501. 





'Thomas Astry 
Hitohin, Herts, 
dd son, heir of his 
brothers William 
and Balph ; 
died Oct. 1518; 
bnriedatSiMar- 
tin's,Vintry. Will 
1518. 



of-f*2 w. Jane, 
dan. of John 
Pygott, Esq. 
of Beach- 
hampton, 
Bucks. 



1 w. Isabella,- 
dan. of Bobert 
Pigott, Esq., of 
Beachampton, 
Bnokfl ; married 
1522. 



'William Astry of Stoke Gold-=2 w. Elizabeth ; 

ington, Bucks, gent., found by wife 8 May 1542. 

inquest held on 8 Not. 1524 to 

be the heir of his grandfather, 

Sir Balph Astry, Et., and to be 

aged 21 and upwards. Will 

dated 8 May 1542. Died 2 June 

1542, aged 89 (Inq. p.m. 85 

Hen. VIII., No. 80). 



John Astry; 
liyiag 1524; 
diedunm. 



Thomas Astry of Stoke, son 
and heir ; aged 14 in 1542 ; 
sold his patrimony in Kent 
1549 ; died nnm. 



1»EDIGREE OF ASTRY OF HERTS, LONDON, AND BUCKS. 
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PEDIGREE OF ASTRY OF HERTS, LONDON, AND BUCKS. 

Abms : Bany waTy of six argent and azure ; on a chief gules three bezants ; a crescent for 

di£ferenoe. 

Henry Astry of Hitohin, Herts.^Ide, daughter of ... . 



1 w. Margory, dan.= 
of Thomas Ostriche, 
citizen and Haber- 
dasher of London ; 
wife 1471 ; died 10 
March 1492-8 ; bu- 
ried at St. Martin's 
intheVintry. MX 



'Sir Ralph Astry, 
Et., citizen, Fish- 
monger, and Alder- 
man of London ; 
Sheriff of London 
1484; Lord Mayor 
1493 ; knighted by 
Henry VH. ; died 
18 Not. 1494 ; M.I. 
at St. Martin's in 
the Vintry, London. 
Will 1494 (Inq. p.m. 
10 Hen. Vn.). 



=T=2 w. Margaret,' 
dan. of John 
Hill, citizen and 
Grocer of London ; 
died 18 Not. 1523 ; 
buried at St. Pe- 
ter's, ComhilL 
Will 1623 (Inq. 
p.m. 16 Hen. 

vm.). 



«j=l h. William Ed 
wards, citizen and 
Grocer of London ; 
(? Lord Mayor 
1471). Will dated 
1 Aug. and proired 
31 Oct. 1487. Bu- 
ried at St. Peter's, 
ComhilL 



^T=^ h. Robert Reirell, 
Grocer and Alder- 
man of London ; 
died Sheriff of 
London, February 
1490-1. Will 1490. 



Henry Astry, 4th: 
son, bom 1494 ; 
exor. of his mo- 
ther. Dame Mar- 
garet, 10 Dec. 
1523; diedB.p. 



I r 

dau. Thomas Edwards, John ReTell,=Joan, dan. of 

of only son ; 1494, only son ; died John Ratt- 

wife 1523. 1502, 1523. before his mo- all ; widow 

ther ; buried at 1523. 

Otham, Kent. 



B- 



RalphAstiy (Esq. ," 
uncle and heir of 
Thomas ; pur- 
chaser of Har- 
lington Woodend, 
Beds; marriage 
license dated 17 
Jan. 1544-5; died 
12 Jan. 1584-5; 
buried at Har- 
lington. Will 
1584. 



AsTBT or Hablinotoh. 
PxDiOBXB at p. 72. 



I • 

Alice, dau. of»f=l h. Thomas Thomas Astry^Dorothy, dau. 



Thomas \^6- 
ford, gent., of 
London ; died 
at Harlington 
2 Mar. 1560-1 
(Inq. p.m. 4 
Eliz.). 



Rotherham, 
Esq., of Luton^ 
Beds ; died 
1543 (Inq. p.m. 
36 Hen.yiU.). 



of Stoke Gold- 
ington, Bucks. 



of 

Esq., 

chin. 



Pulter, 
of Hit- 



AsTBY OF Hunts. 
Pediobee at p. 68. 



A dau.; mar- 
ried < 

Payre. 

I 



rothbbham of 
Somebts. 
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ASTRT OP STOKE GOLDINGTON. 



My wife to enjoy all my copyholds in Hitchiu, which I bought of Master Stargion, for het 
life, with remainder to the heirs Itetween us begotten ; with remainder to ray Bon William 
Astrye and his heirs ; with remainder to my brother Henry Astrye and his heirs. 

My said wife Jane to be my executrii ; aud Darae Margery Astcj-e, Henry Aatrye, and 
Henry Wjncote to be overseers of my Will. 

Witatiies: Thomas Edwards, Henry Astrye, Henry Wyncote, Master John Donne,* 
parish priest of S. James at Garlyckhithe of London. 

Will proved 2lBt October 1518 in P.O.C. by Johane, relict and executrix. [10 Ayloffe,] 



IV. 

William Astrv, the son and lieir of Thomas by his first wife, Elizabeth Skip- 
with, was bom in 1504, and was therefore 14 years old when hia father died. (6l) 
He married at the age of 18 Isabella, daughter of Robert Pigott, gent,, of 
Beachampton, Bucks, (6i) who wai the niece of bis stepmother; (69) and it waB 
found at the inquest, which was held on 3d Nov. 1525, after the death of Dame 
Margaret Aatry, that William Astry, who was tiien 21 years and upwards, was at 
the time of Dame Margaret's death the heir of his grandfather Sir Ealph Astry, and 
that be was entitled to the estates which Dame Margaret held for life under her 
marriage settlement, and which had been entailed by Sir Ralph's Will on his sons 
successively in strict fietllement. (Gi) William Astry lived at Stoke Goldington in 
Buckinghamshire, where he died on 2d June 1542, at the age of 38. (70) His 
Will is dated 8th May 1542, and hia executors were his eldest! surviving son 
Thomas and his second wife Elizabeth, whom he had married after the death of 
Isabella Pigott, the mother of hia heir. (71) It was found at the inquest held after 
his death at Maidstone on 22d May 1543, that William Astry died seised of (amongst 
other estates) the manors of Bryasing and Gore Court in Kent, which were entailed 
by Sir Ralph Astry'a Will,t and that his heir was his son Thomas, who was 14 
years old and upwards on the day of his father's death. {70) 



Thosias Astry of Stoke Goldington, the son and heir of William by Isabella 
Pigott, was born in 1528; (71) and on attaining hia majority, in 1549, sold the 
manors of Bryssing and Gore Court, and the rest of his patrimony in Kent, to 
Walter Hendley, Esq. (63) I have found no further traces of him, but the Heralds 
are agreed that he died without issue, although the date of his death is unknown ; 
{^) {67) and there are some indications that a remnant of the family estates passed 
to his father's half-brothers. I should like, however, to have found direct positive 



• John Donne was not the Keotor of St. Jamea'B, Garlickliitbp, at this date ; for Christopher Leynam 
was prcseoteJ to that Bectoir by the Abbot of WestminBter on 12th Deo. 1514, anj he contiuned Rector ' 
Dntil 16th Jnly 1531, vben he resrgaed his preferment. (6S) 

t The (joestion snpgeBts itself whether William wub not also the fathur of Francis md EUzabeth, 
mentioned to the Visitation oE London ot 1GG8. (65) See p. S7. 

t See p. 63. 



THOMAS ASTRY OF HITCHIN. 67 

evidence that Thomas Astry the son of William was not the same person as Thomas 
the father of Edward Astry of Stoke Goldington, who died in 1586, and of Thomas 
Astry of Somersham in Huntingdonshire, who entered his pedigree at the Visitation 
of that county in 1613. (72) 

It is certain that Edward of Stoke Goldington and his brothers were descended 
from Thomas Astry of Hitchin ; but if we accept the positive statement of his brother 
Thomas in the pedigree verified by his signature, their father, Thomas Astry, was a 
younger son of Thon^ias of Hitchin by his second wife, Joan Pigott, (72) although 
the inquest of 1524 gives them only two sons, JOHN and Balph. (61) Thomas ot 
Hitchin had been dead six years when the inquest was held, and it is incredible 
that the names of his sons were not known to their brother William, who was the 
heir in 1524, and to their uncle Henry Astry, who was his mother's executor; it 
must therefore be assumed that the youngest son, Thomas, was ignored by the jurors 
on account of the remoteness of his interest in the succession to the estates, when he 
had three brothers standing before him in the entail, the eldest of whom was married 
and had children. 

VL 

Joan Astry, the widow of Thomas of Hitchin, proved her husband's Will on 
21st Oct. 1518, and survived him many years ; for she died after her son Balph had 
established himself at Woodend, in the parish of Harlington in Bedfordshire, and 
was buried in Harlington church. She had issue three sons and A DAUGHTER, who 
married .... Payre, and was the mother of Balph Payre, mentioned in his uncle 
Balph Astry's Will. Her three sons were : 

I. John Astrt was living in 1524, and died without issue before his mother. 

II. Balph Astrt eventually succeeded his nephew as head of the family, and 
was the ancestor of the Astry s of Harlington. 

IlL Thomas Astry was of Stoke Goldington, in succession (I presume) to his 
nephew, and had issue three sons by his wife Dorothy, who is described by her son 
Thomas as the daughter of Edward Pulter, Esq., of Hitchin. (72) It is certain, 
however, that Edward Pulter, who died in 1573, and was the first Edward of his 
family, was not the father of Dorothy Astry, for his only daughter's name was 
Alice, and she married, in 1572, Henry Boteler of Hatfield Woodhall, Herts. 
Edward Pulter's Will, which is dated 3d June 1572, and was proved on 26th Jan. 
1573-4 by his widow Julian, contains a legacy of lOZ. to * Edward Astry, my 
servant and kinsman,' which proves that the testator was related to the Astrys ; 
but it is highly unsatisfactory to find that Thomas Astry did not know the name of 
his mother's father. His three sons by Dorothy Pulter were, 

1. Edward Astrt of Stoke Goldington was, as we have seen, in 1572, in the 
employment of his kinsman, Edward Pulter, and is mentioned, with his brothers 
William and Thomas, in 1584, in the Will of their uncle Balph Astry of Harling- 



WILLIAM ASTRT OF WAVENDEN. 



ton, who also describes them as ' my kinsmen.' £dward died unmarried in 1586, 
when his brother Thomas was his heir and executor. 

Edwabd Astrt of Stoke Goldington, Bucks, oent. 
WUl dated 28th Nov. 28 Eli/.. (1585). 

All mj goods, chattels, plate, and jewels wbatsoevcr, moveable and immoveable, to my brother 
Thomaa Aatry, whom I make ray sole executor. 

Witnesses ; Clement" Piggott, Thomas Nison, Thomaa Astrye. 
Will proved 18th Nov. 168i5 in C.P.C. [63 WindBor.J 

2. William Astrt of Wavenden, Bucks, and of Staple Inn, London, had a 
house at Dunstable, devised to him by his uncle Ralph Astry of Harlington in 
1584. He married the maternal aunt of Robert Saunders, who died before him 
without issue, and was buried at Houghton Conquest, Beds, on 8th Nov, 1615. (84) 

His Will is dated 20th Oct. 1615, and was proved by his brother Thomas Aatry 
on 25th Nov. in the same year. 

He gives legacies to his cousins John and Lora Markham (the grandchildren of 
Ralph Astry of Harlington), also 100/. to his grandnephew Robert Astry, and iOL 
to Robert's brother William, the sons of the deceased eldest sou of the testator's 
brother, to bo paid during the boys' minority to their father-in-law ; and he devises 
to William Astry his tenement in Huabom Crawler, Beds, which Thomas Savage 
and his wife Mary had for their lives. He also gave 2001. to the four younger 
children of his brother Thomas, who was his sole executor. 



PEDIGREE OF ABTBT 
[Accordirtg to William Aitry'i Will). 

Ralph Astry of TLomas Astry ofT^Dorothy Pnlter. 
Harlington. Btofee Golding - 

ton, Buoks. 



. dftu. o( Thomaa Aati7;- 



Edwsrd Astry ot WiBinin Astry of- 

Stoke Goldiug - WaTcndcn.Bnoks; cxor, 

toa; died nnm. died 1616. Will, died before her IGIG. 

1686. Wm. hnsband. 



las Aatiy ;f 
1581; and 



Astry ,^. . . . dan, of ... . Four younger oMl- 

eldest son; denil ro-mar. and wife of dceu 1615. 
1615. .... Pierce 1615. 

Robert Astry; a William Aatry ot Hna-- 
Bunor I61fi. Iiome Crawloy. Beds, 

1615, 1057; died 10o8. 

Willi dated 7 Not. ieS7, 

and proved 21Jan.l658-!). 

Robert Aatry, William, 2d Mary. 1668. Martha, 1658. 



* Clement Pigott, barriater-at-lsw, was the ninth sun of ThomaB Pigott, Esq., of Beaehampton, tte 
grand-nnate of the teatator. [69) 

I See Wills of Aetry in Appendix IL at p. 112. 



^ ASTBT OF SOMBBSHAM. 69 

It is absolutely impossible to reconcile the statements of this Will with the 
pedigree in the Visitation of Hunts of 1613, in which Thomas asserts that he had 
eiglU children then living, and that his son and heir-apparent, Thomas, was 8 years 
old. In this conflict of authorities I have reduced William's statements to a tabu- 
lar form, that they may be more conveniently compared with the pedigree recorded 
by his brother, and stated in my next section. 

3. Thomas Astrt, the ancestor of the Astrys of Somersham in Huntingdon- 
shire. 



vn. 

3. Thomas ASTRY, the youngest son of Thomas of Stoke Goldington by Dorothy 
Pulter, was the heir and executor of his brother Edward in 1586, and of his brother 
William in 1615. According to William's Will the eldest son of Thomas was dead 
in 1615, when his two sons Robert and William were living with their mother and 
stepfather ; and, according to the same authority, Thomas had four younger children. 
But his own account of himself is very different in the pedigree which he entered 
at the Visitation of Huntingdonshire in 1613, and which is verified by his 
signature. (72) He describes himself as of Somersham, Hunts, and says that 
he had issue by his wife Jane, daughter of John Brett of that place, nine chil- 
dren, viz. 

1. Thomas Astry, son and heir, aged 8 years and upwards in 1613. 

2. Joan. 3. Ralph, died s.p. before 1613. 

4. John Astrt, of whom I am able to add the following particulars. He had 
a fair estate at Somersham, and died there in 1636, leaving issue by his wife Anne 
three sons : 1. John, 2. WnjiiAM, 3. Thomas, who were all under age at the time 
of their father^s death. His Will is dated 28th July 1636, and was proved by his 
widow at Peterborough on 29th Oct. in the same year. He desires to be buried at 
Somersham, and devises his freeholds there to his son John, and his copyholds to 
his sons William and Thomas, * according to the custom of the manor.' (73) 

5. Elizabeth, wife of Henry Chapman of London. 

6. Mary Astry, married, at St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, London, on 25th Nov. 
1613, Thomas Seaborne, yeoman, of Bluntsham, Hunts. (74) 

7. Dorothy. 8. Frances. 9. Jane. 

Thomas Astry, the son and heir of Thomas of Somersham by Jane Brett, was 
(I presume) the same person as Thomas Astry, yeoman, of Toseland, Hunts, who 
died intestate in 1632, and whose widow Martha administered to his estate on 3d 
Jan. 1632-3. He left two children, Richard and Elizabeth, who were both very 
young at the time of their father's death, and their mother Martha, who died at 
the end of 1655, was possessed of lands in Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, and 
Huntingdonshire. 
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ASTHY OF nUNTINGDONSHIRE. 



Martha Astry of Toseland, Honts, widow. Will dated 2d Dec, 1655. 

To mj son Richard Aatrj all mj lauds and tenements in Steeple Morden and Gilden Mor- 
den, Cambs ; Asbwell, Herts ; and Brampton, Hunts. To my daughter Elizabeth, wife of 
Anthony Leeda, mj lands and tenementa in Toseland, and all my household stuff. To my 
aiatet Waller and my couaiuB Story and his wife, 30s, each for a ring. To my nephew Thomas 
Slory and my nieces Dorothy Hayes and Ann Story, 20e. each. To Mr. James Astry" of Great 
Bt. Helen's, London, and his wife, a piece of gold worth 22». each. 

The residue to be equally divided between my sons Richard Afltry and Anthony Leeds, 
whom I make my eiaontora. 

Will proved 12th Feb. 1665-G in C.P.C. [50 Berkley.] 



PEDIGREE OF A8TKT OP HUNTINGDON. 



Thomas Aatry of ToBelandi'^MarUin ; died 

HimtE, yeoman ; died in- widow. Will datad 3 Deo. 
testate 1632. 1655; provefl 12 Feh. 

1653-6. 



3 w. Mary=Ricbatd Aetry of St.= 
. . . ; buried Maiy's, Hnntin^don, 
14Nav. ITU. gent., Alderman of Hnn- 

tingdon ; baried 1 Aug. 

17U. 



=1 w. Mary, I eldest dan. 
andco-h. ofCol. Tbomaa 
Peart, by Anne, dan. of 
8ir Hoory Aetry, Kt., of 
Harlington; died 6 Mar., 
bur. 8 Mot. 1670-1. M.I. 



Elizabeth ; wife 
1G55 ol Anthony 



MaryAatry; born 6Mar., Tbomas Astrj ; bom 23 Elizabeth, BnrTiT-=T=Thoniaa Tryee, 
bapt. 30 Mar. 1661-2; Feb,hapt.26Feb.l66B-l; ingdan. andhcir; Esq. 
died IS July 1G62. died 9 Ang. 1G66. bapt.llAprilieGG, 



Registers not specified i 



Jaspar Tryco. 
'e from St. Mary's 



Elizabelb. Jane Tryce. 
Hnntingdon. {74) 



VI ri. 

Ealph Astry, the second son of Thomas Astry of Hitcliiti by his second wife, 
Joan Pigott, was a boy of tender years when his father died in 1518. He was well 
provided for by his father's marriage settlement, and eventually succeeded to his 
grandfather Sir Balph Aslrj-'s entailed estates in the hundred of Hoo in Kent, 
which raises a strong presumption that, on the death of hia nephew, he became the 
head of the family. Ho established himself in Bedfordshire by purchasing the 
estate atWoodend in the parish of Ilarlington, which was for many generations the 
principal seat of Im descendants. He was connected with Bedfordshire by his 
marriage, for he married by license,^ dated 17th Jan. 1544-5, Alice Rotherham, (74) 

* Theae legaeies to James Aatcy and his wife suggeet tbe gneBlion whether the testatrix had not 
apprenticed her son Richard to hia kinfiman, and whether he is not the Richard Astry. gent., who married, 
at Bt. HgIgh's, Bisbopngate, on 9th Oct. 1GE6, Elizabeth Btebbius, spinster. {74) U this be so, Mary 
Peart waa Richard's socond wife. 

t Sie p. 7B. 

X Marriage License from the FacuUy Ofice : (i;) 
lSll-5, Jon. 17. Ralph Astrye had licenae to marry Alice Rotheinm, of tbe dioceee of Lincoln, widow. 



RAL^H ASTAy I. OF HABLINGTON W06DEN1). tl 

the well-jointured widow of Thomas Botherham^ Esq., of Luton, the grand- 
nephew and heir of Archbishop Rotherham. She was the daughter of Thomas 
Wilsford, gent.9 of London, of a Worcestershire family, and had issue by her first 
marriage, 1. Thomas Rotherham, son and heir of his father, who died under age in 
her lifetime. 2. George Rotherham, the ancestor of the Rotherhams of Somerys in 
Bedfordshire; and 3. Jane, wife of Humphrey Bury, Esq., of Toddington, Beds. 
(75) She had issue by her second marriage two sons and six daughters, and died 
at Harlington Woodend on 2d March 1560-1. (y6) It was found at the inquest 
held at Ampthill on 1st Dec. 1561 that her widower Ralph Astiy was then still 
living, and that her heir was her son George Rotherham, who was 20 years of age 
on the feast of St. Matthias the Apostle (24th Feb.) last past. (y6) Ralph Astry 
lived to a great age, and died on 12th Jan. 1584-5, (51) when he was buried at 
Harlmgton. 

Raphe Astry the Elder of Harlington, Beds, Esq. 

WiU dated 25th August 1584. 

To be buried in Harlington parish church where my wife and mother lie. To George Astry 
my son, and his heirs male, my lands and tenements in Gaddington, Luton, Ifunstable, and Kens- 
worth, in Beds and Herts, which I purchased ; with remainder to Raphe Astry my son and his 
heirs male ; remainder to my own right heirs. 

To William Astry ^ my kinsman the tenement in Dunstable which I purchased of John Garter 
of Dunstable. 

To Raphe Astry, second son of Raphe Astry my son, and to his heirs male, all my lands and 
tenements in Peggesdon, in the parish of Shitlington. 

To Raphe Astry, my son and heir-apparent, my lands and tenements in Harlington, being 
parcell of the manor of Blundells, with remainder to his son Henrie Astry, with remainder to 
Henrie's brother Raphe Astry ; and for default of male issue of my son Raphe, to my son George 
Astry and his heirs male. 

To my said son Raphe and his heirs my lands in Harlington, Westonynge, Toddington, Tyn- 
grith, Maulden, Dunstable, FUtton, Silso, Gravenhurst, and Pullozhill, Beds, and all those in 
Allhallowes in the hundred of Howe, Kent. 

To Anne Astry my youngest daughter, unmarried, 600 marks. To my son George Astry, 
£400, and a cupp with cover, silver and gilt, a gold broche, one of my best rings, a salt-seller 
with cover, and twelve spoons. To each of my daughters, a ring or a tablet. To my two 
daughters-in-law Elizabeth Astry and Lore Astry, 20«. each for a ring with a death*s head. To 
Henrie Astry my godson, £20 at his age of 24. To Raphe Astry his brother, 100 marks at his 
age of 24. To Anne and Mary Astry, daughters of my son Raphe, £100 each at their ages of 20, 
or on their days of marriage. To the child or children of my son George which he shall have, 
100 marks. 

To the children of my daughter Frances, the wife of Peter Malory, and to the children of 
my daughter Alice, wife of John Markham, £10 each at 24 or marriage. 

To my kinsman Raphe Payre, £5 ; and to his son Raphe, 20^. To my kinsman George 
Payre, £5. To my sons Raphe and George Astry all my household goods in equal shares, and 
my son Raphe to be my executor. But if my said son Raphe shall not prove my Will within 
one half e year after my decease, then I make my son Gkorge executor thereof. 

* William Attry of Staple Inn was the son of the testator's brother Thomas» of Stoke Ooldlogton, 
who was also the father of Thonuu and Edward Attry, the last-named legatees in this WilL See pp. 67-8. 
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PBDIOREB OF ASTKT OP BARLINOTON WOODEND. 



Joan Pimitt. See Fsdioeek at 
p. 65). PnroliaBer of HarUiig' 
ton Woodend, Beds; died IS 
Jan. UU-5 ; buried at Bu- 
lington. Will 1684. 



Beds. BDd dan. oF ThumaB 
Wilafonl, gent., of London; 
died 2 March IfiBO-I (Inq. 
p.m. 4 EliE.) ; buried at Har- 



Balpb ABtry II., Esq., of^Elizabeth, 

EarlingtonWoodf ml, son 

and beir ; died at Ever- 

ton, Bed*, 7 Ang. 1598 ; 

bnried at Harlington. 

WiU 1598. (Inq. p.m. 

41 Eliz. No. 31.) 



doQ. of MnryAstr}': mar-=Benjitmiii Pigott, 

PetcrGrey, Eeq. . of ried first Fmncie Esq., of Graven' 

Roagemont, Beds ; Maridiam, Esq. ; liorBt, Buila, 2d 

wiFo 167.^ ; widow died H.p. before baeb. ; died 160G, 

1699, 1630. 15al. 



BirHenrjAstry, Kt,-pMary, dan. ofWil- Balph Afitry,=p. 

ofHarlingtonWood- ~- - - - 

end, son and heir ; 

bom 94Fob. 1676-7; 

knighted 23 Jnly 

1627; died 25 April 

1630. Will 1630. 

(Inq.p.m.6ChaB.L) 



FrancGB Aittry ; 
married Petei 
MallorjiEsq.iOf 
Bhelton, Beds. 



— 1 „ 



wifeI050. 



liam St. John, gent., of Little 

Esq.; niDrrii-dat Uilton, Oxod, ; 

Harlington IJnne buried at Milton 

1611 ; eieonlrij 6 Dec. 1651. WiJl 

1630; widow 16 1660. 
May 1635. A 

PsmoREB at p. 77. 



AnneAstry ; mar- Maiy ; liv- 

riod . . . Threelc, iag 1584; 

gent. ; died widow died ninn. 

B.p. Admon.grant- bcloro her 

ed to hor brother father. 
Henry 31 Jan. 
1621-2. 



William ABtry, EBif., Franoia ABtry, Eaq.,= 
of Harliugtou Wood- of Harlioglon Wood- 
end, Bon and heir; end, brother and beir; 
aged 15 in 1030 ; died bom . . Nov. 1617 ; 
a minor and the King's tho King's ward in 
ward and nnm. 34 163J ; bnried nt Har- 
NoT. 1G31. (Inq. p,m. lingtou 19 Mftj 1659. 
8 Charles I.) Will 1659. 



=Doi'otliy, dan. of Sir Henry Astry, 3d=j= 

FlefltwoodDomior,Kt., boh; M.A. Can- 

ot Lea Grange, Qnain- tab.; Beotor of 

too, Backs; estrii. Bally Kelly in 

1669 ; died widow ; Derry ; dead 

bnried at Harlington 1648. 
5 May 1604. WiU 1003. 



Bir JameB ABtr;, 
Harlington ~ 
son and heir ; bom 14 
Cot., bapt. 16 Oct. 1653, 
at HaflingtoD ; matrion- 
latedatB.N.C., Oion.l4 
July 1671 : B.C.L. 1677 ; 
Hoateriu Ghanceiy 1683- 
94; blighted 20 Nov. 
1683; bnried at Har- 
lington 16 Nov. 1709. 



'Addg, dan. of Bir Marj ; mar- DonnerAstry, Dorothy ; William 

Thomas Peny. ried at Har- bapt, at Har- nnm. 1663. Aetry ; 

Eton, Bart., of lington 23 lington 27 aged 14 

ComweU, Oion ; Sept. 1669, Ang. 1667 ; in 1648. 

bom 1G53 ; mar Raw- buried there 

ried at ConnreU, Udb, Esq. 20 Deo. 1659. 
9 Oct. 1673. 



JameB Astry, Esq., of Harl- 
ington Woodend, son and heir; 
bom 1675 ; matrionlatcd at 
B.N.C., Olon, 26 Ang. 1691 ; 
Secretary of the Comptrollers 
of the Army Accoonts 1712 ; 
died num. Eiged41 ; bnried 19 
Oct.l716atHaTliDgtoii. M.L 



Bev. Francis Astry, D.D., of= 
Harlington Woodend, brother 
and heir; bora 1677 ; matri- 
onlated at B N.C., Oion, 28 
May 1693 ; Fellow of Murton 
Coll. and M.A 1702 ; treaBnrer 
of et. Pata's 30 Sept. 171S; 
Preben.ofSt.Paiil'sl718;diea 
B.p. 30 Oct. 1766. Will 1761. 



an, dan. of Pcnyaton Aetry; 

. Walklate. bapt. at Harling- 

ton 9 July 16S0 ; 
died nnm. 1742. 
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1 

Alice Afitry ; 

married John 

Markhftm, 

E8q.,ofKiiig*8 

Walden, 

Herts. 



— I 1 

Anne ; George Afltry^^Lora, dan. and 



nnm. 2d son, of 
1585. Eaton Sooon, 
Beds, gent. 



A\ 



heir of Thomas 
Rowley, gent., 
of CO. Hunts; 
wife 1584, 1598. 



ASTRY OP HeNBURY. 

Pediobee at p. 90. 




B 



1 

1 h. Thoma8=r=Anne = 



:2 h. Richard Mary Astry; 

Cooper, gent., died nnm. ; bnr. 

of Titsey, Snr- at HarUngton 12 

rey. May 1689. 



Peart, Esq., col- 
onel in the army ; 
marr. by license 
dated 16 May 
1635. 



Astry. 



2 h. Robert An- . . . Mil-: 
derson, Esq., ler, 1st 
of Chichester, a hnsb. 
barrister of 
Lincoln*s-inn. 



Barbara 

Astry. 



A\ 



r r 

Mary Peart ; died=f:Riohard Astry, Elizabeth Peart, 

EBq.,ofSt.Mary*s, 1659. 

Huntingdon; bnr. 

there 4 Aug. 1714. 



6 March 1670-1. 
M.I.atSt.Maiy*s, 
Huntingdon. 



Dorothy Peart, 
1659. 



PEDiaBEE at p. 70. 



1 — —I 1 

Henrietta Astry; = Sir Thomas Hatton of Elizabeth, bapt. 6 Not 

married 1 July Long Stanton, Cambs, 1687. 

1732. Bart; died s.p. 22 June 

1733 at Harlington. Charlotte, bapt. 2 

Aug. 1692, at St. An- 
drew's, Holborn. Both 
died young. 



I 
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ASTItr OF UABLINGTON WOODEND. 



Myfriocds George" Eotherham, Valentynef Piggott, Esqa., Becjamint Piggott, PetetJ 
Malory, JohnJ Markham, Richardg Gmye, and George Wingate, gents., to be overseers. 

MEuoitANnoM. The limitation of the above-named Raphe's sole executorship was altered 
by the eonaent of the above-named Raphe Aatry the elder, in the presence of George Wyngate, 
20 Dec. 158i, and of Humfry Biirgis. 

' Also my executor shall cause to be erected and sett upp one tombc within the church of 
Harlington, as also my coate annor in some decent and convenient place in the chuicfa, and 
that there male be remembered my solfe with my wief, my two aonnes and Bixe danghtora, in 
the workmrmshipp of the same tombe. And my desyro is that whereas my aonne Raphe 
hath a copie holde house wherein he nowe dwetleth, and also is to have the reversion of the 
house where 1 nowe dwell, that he would suffer hia brother George to have dwelling in the 
one of them, the rent whereof to be ordered by my supervisors.' 

To my brother-in-law William Wellsford, gent., Wf. To my kinsman Thomas Astry, son 
of Thomas Astry, 20s. To my kinsman Edward Astry, 20n, 

Wifnegsea: Geo. Astry, Ric. Gray, Peter Malory. 

Will proved 5th Feb. 1584 in P.O.C. by Phihp Harrison, public notary, acting for Raphe 
Astry, BOn and executor of the deceased. [9 Brudenell.] 

Balph Astry the elder of Harlington had isaue by his wife Alice two sons and 
BIX dftnghters ; but two of his daugliters died unmarried in his lifetime, and their 
namea are lost. Hia aurriving children were : 

I. Kalph Astrt, his son and heir. 

II. George Astry, the ancestor of Sir Samuel Astry, Kt., of Henbtiry in 
Gloucestershire, whose dangliter Anne married Thomas Chester IV. of Knole. 

III. Mary Astrt married, first, Francis Markham, Esq., and aecondly, Ben- 
jamin Pigott, Esq., of Gravenhurst, Beds, who died in HiOli, aged 55, and has a 
noble monument at Gravetihurst, (77) Mary was his first wife, and was the mother 
of an only son, who died in infancy. (77) She died before her father. 

IV. FtlANLrES Astry married Peter Mallory, Esq., of SbcUon, Beds, and had 
issue, of whom Ralph and Joan were born in their grandfather's lifetime. (G7) 

V. Alic?e Astry married John Markliam, Esq., of King's Walden, Herts, and 
had issue born in her father's lifetime : 1. John Mareham, son and heir. 2. Jane. 
3. Frances. 4. Lora. {67) 

VI. Anne Astry was still unmarried in 1585, and had a portion of COO marks 
under her father's Will. 



IX. 

Ralph Astrt n. of Harlington, son and heir of Ralph Astry the elder by his 
wife Alice, married in hia father's lifetime Elizabeth, daughter of Peter Grey, Esq., 

* George Rotherhatn of Bamerys was the testator's stopson. 

t Valentine Pigall, Esq., of Lonebton. Bucks, and a bamster of the Middle Temple, was grand- 
nephew uf the testatoi's mother. Joan Pigott, of Beacbampton. (69) 

J B«u'amin Ptgott of GrBvenhnrst, Beds ; Peter Malorij of Sholton, Beds ; and Julm Markham 
mairied daaghters of the testator. 

5 Richard Gray of Roogemont, Beila, was the brolhtr of the wife of the Icstatoi's son and heir 
Balph Astr^ U. 



RALI>H ASTHY II. OF HARLINGTON. 75 

of Bougemonty Beds, and had issue four children, who were all born in their grand- 
father's lifetime. He inherited on his father's death in 1585 the mansion house at 
Uarlington Woodend ; but he never cared to remove from the copyhold house at 
Everton, on the borders of Huntingdonshire, in which he and his wife had lived 
from the time of their marriage. He died at Everton on 7th Aug. 1598, (82) and 
was buried at Harlinglon. It was found at the inquest held at Ampthill by the 
King's Escheator, on 7th Dec. 1599, that his heir was his son Henry, who was 21 
years and 5 months old at the time of his father's death. (79) 

Bapue Astrey of Harlington, Beds, Esq. Will dated Ist Nov. 1597. 

To be buried in Harlington church. To the poor of the parishes of Harlington, Maiden, 
Westning, Tingrith, Flitwick, and Glophill, 20^. to each parish. 

To Baphe Astrey, my second son, at his age of 22, and to his heirs in tail, my lands at Ligrave 
in the parish of Luton, and my moiety of the Three Cranes in the Yintry of London, and 
also £100 in money in addition to the £100 given to him by his grandfather's Will. 

To my daughter Anne, £1000 at 18 or her marriage. 

To Elizabeth Marckam, £20 at her marriage, and in the mean while 20^. a year. 

To my wife Elizabeth, all my household stuff except one stone pott with a silver and gilt 
cover and two goblets of silver and gilt, on condition of her entering into bond to leave the 
same to my next heir on the day of her remarriage or death. 

To my son Henry Astrey and his heirs in tail, all my lands in Harlington, Westninge, 
Sandon, Pullexhill, Maiden, Tingrith, Fletwicke, Sylvester, and Toddington, all in Bedford- 
shire ; and also my land in All Hallowes, Kent, with remainder to my next heirs. 

To Baphe Pare my kinsman, £10 ; and to Margaret Pare his aunt, £5. 

To each of my brothers and sisters and brothersin-lawe, 20^. for rings. 

My son Henry Astrey to be my executor, and the Bt. Hon. Olyver, Lord St. John of Bletshoe, 
George. Batherham, Esqr., Benjamin Pygott, Peter Mallorie, and Bichard Graye, gent., to be 
overseers of my Will. 

To my brother George Astrey^s children, 100 marks, on condition that he procures from his 
wife the release of * all her estate in the land in Kent* to my son Henry. 

I entreat my son to deal well with the children of John Marckam deceased, and to pay them 
according to their father's Will. 

Witnessed^ 24th July 1698, by Thomas Andrewes, Vincent Baueney, Humfrey Borgis, 
William Vase, John Usher. 

Codicil dated 30th July 1598. 

My son Henry shall be bound to my wife Elizabeth, and my brother-in-law, Bichard Graye, 
for the payment of the £1000 which I have given to my daughter Anne. 

Will and Codicils proved 26th January 1698-9 in P.C.C. by Henry Astry. [6 Kidd.] 

Ralph Astiy 11. had issue by his wife Elizabeth, who survived him, two sons and 
two daughters, viz. 

I. Henry Astry, his son and heir. 

II. Ralph Astry, ancestor of the Astrys of Little Milton, Oxon. 

III. Anne Astry had lOOOZ. for her marriage portion from her father, and 
married . . . Threele ; but she died a widow without children in the parish of St. 
Botolph's without Bishopsgate in London, and letters of administration were granted 
to her brother Henry on 31st Jan. 1621-2. 
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IV. Mahy Astry ia mentioned in lier grantlfather's Will iu 1584, bat died 
unmarried before her father. 

X. 

HalPH Astry, the second son of Ralph Astry II. of Ilarlington Woodend, was 
bom in, or soon after, 1578, and inherited from his father lands at Manlden, in Beds, 
at Lygrave in the parish of Luton, and a tenement called the Three Cranes in the 
Vintry in London. {79) He married before 1614, and established himself at Little 
Milton in Oxfordshire, where he founded a family which outlasted all the other 
branches ; for Dr. Francis Astry, the last of the Astrys of Ilarlington, gave by his 
Will in 1761 his gold watch and seals engraved with the Arms of Astry to William 
Astry of Little Milton, who was then living there with his brother and sister. 
Ralph Astry had issue six Eons and two daughters, who were all baptized at 
Milton,* and was buried there on Gth Dec. 1654. (80) What I have discovered 
about his descendants is embodied in a tabular pedigree on my next page. 

Bapiie Astrev of Little Milton, Oxon, gent. Will datol lat December 1650. 

To be buried in Milton churchjord. 

£50 jeatlj to 1117 wife, in lieu of her jointure, to bo paid oat of my lands in Little Milton. 

To my daughter Milicent, 40«. 

To my son William Aatrey and his hoirs, my farm in Maulden called the Three Chimneys, 
now held by John Freelove, tho said William paying £5 yearly to my son Raphe. 

To my son Henry Afltrey, iilG yearly out of my lands in Toddingtou, Beds. 

To my son Raphe and his heirs, my house and lands in Maulden now held by Thomas 
Bavage, and£100. 

To my son Michael Astrey and his heirs, my lands and tenements in Toddington, he paying 
tbe aforesaid £16 yearly to my son Henry. 

All my other lands in England to my eon Francis Astrcy, and my daughter MiUcent to 
be my sole executrix. My said daughter to enjoy tho ' messuage formerly passed to her.' 

Wilnetaea : John Smith, Gylea Smith, Anthony Smith. 

Will proved 29th December 1 654 iu P.C.C. by Mthcent, daughter and executrix. [425 Alchin.] 



XL 

Henry Astry of Harlington, afterwards Sir Henry Astry, Knight, the son and 
heir of Ralph Astry II, by Elizabeth Grey, was born in his grandfather's house at 
Harlington on 24th Feb. 1576-7, (82) and was therefore above 21 years of age when 
his father died ; but for some reason that I cannot explain the formal proof of his 
age was delayed until he was 24. (82). He married at Harlington, on Ist June 
1611, Mary, daughter of William St John, Esq., and Barbara bis wife, (85) by 
whom he had three sons and three daughters. He was knighted at Ampthill by 
King Charles L on 23d July 1627, (25) and died at Ilarlington ou aSth AprUlGSO, 

:li was luUt tticro in 1849. 
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PEDIGREE OP ASTRY OF LITTLE MILTON, OXON. 

I ^ 1 

Sir Henry Astry, Ralph Astry, gent.,=f=- • • • wife 1614, 
Kt., of Harling- of Little Milton, 1650. 
ton Woodend ; Oxon, 2d son ; bn- 
died 1630. ried at MUton 6 Deo. 

1654. Willl650. 



Francis Astry, gent.,=p 
of Little Milton, son 
and heir ; bapt. 20 
Oct. 1616; bur. 15 
Nov. 1694. 



Michael Astry of Henry Astry ; Ralph Astry of William Astry 
Toddington,6edB; bapt. 8 April Manlden 1650 ; of Manlden, 
bapt. 26 April 1621. bapt. 9 Oct. Beds, 1650; 

1619. 1622. bapt. 13 March 

1623-4. 



William Astry, 
gent., of Little 
Milton. 



i 1 

Jane. Robert Astry of St. Francis Astry of =j=Elizabeth 

Martin's - in - the • Oxford, mercer; 

Fields, London, bapt. 20 Feb. 

gent. ; died nnm. 1659-60 ; buried 

Will*dated 17 March 1 Dec. 1694. 
1698-9; proved 8 
Feb. 1702. 



William Astry ,= 
gent., of Little 
Milton ; bapt. 
4 Sept. 1690. 



1 

Francis ; Robert ; 

bapt. 22 bapt. 11 

Feb. April 

1692-3. 1699. 



r 



re-married 17 
Feb. 1707-8 Rev. 
Thos.Smith,B.D., 
at Ch. Ch., Oxon. 



I I I 



/K 



Rev. Francis Astry ;=>£lizabeth Good- Three 
bapt. at All Saints, win of Ham- children. 
Oxford, 29 Jane brongh ; man*, at 
1684 ; matriculated Bicester, Oxon, 
at Merton CJoll., Ox- 27 Feb. 1730-1. 
on, 3 Feb. 1701-2 ; 
B.A. ; Vicar of St. 
Peter's in the Bai- 
ley, Oxford, 1730. 

Registers not otherwise specified are from Great Milton, Oxon. 

aged 53. (83) It was found, at the inquest held after his death on 4th Oct. 1630, 
that his heir was his son William, who was then 15 years of age. (83) 

Sir Henry Astry op Wood End, Harlington, Beds., Knight. Will dated Slst March 1630. 

To be buried in the chancel of the parish church of Harlington. 

My son and heir, William Astry, Esq., to be my executor when he reaches the age of 21, 
and during his minority, my wife Lady Mary Astry to be my sole executrix ; but if he dies 
under age, she is to be my executrix during the minority of my next heir. Whereas I have 
assigned, by deed dated 26th March 1630, to Rafe Mallory of Shelton, Beds, gent., and Bafe Pare 
of Harlington, gent., my Bectory and Parsonage of Westoning, Beds, for thirty years upon trust, 
to raise portions for my two younger sons and three daughters, my Will is that £500 be raised 
out of the rents for my daughter Anne, £400 for my daughter Barbara, and other £400 for 
my daughter Mary ; and subject to the payment to my sons Francis and Henry of £600 each, 
as directed by the said deed, the surplus rents shall be paid to my said son William at 21. 

The Bt. Honble. Thomas, Earl of Cleveland,t to be overseer of my Will. 

Witnesses : Humphry Hill, Thos. AUsopp, Cornelius White. 

Will proved 21st June 1630 m P.C.C. [68 Scroope.] 

* See Wills of Astry in Appendix II. at p. 112. 

t Thomas Lord Wentworth, created Earl of Cleveland by Charles I., 6th Feb. 1625-6, was Captain 
of the Band of Pensionen to Charles I. and Charles II., and died 26ih Maroh 1667, at the age of 75. 
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Sir Henry Astry liail issue by his wife Mary St. John three sons and three 
daughters, who were all very young at the time of their father's death: (S3) 

I. William Astry, son and heu-. 

U. Francis Astry, heir of his brother AVilliam. 

IIL Henry Astry was educated at Cambridge, and, entering holy orders, was 
beneficed at Bally Kelly, near Londonderry, in Ireland. But when the Civil Wars 
broke out his goods were plundered by the rebels, and lie was driven from his bene- 
fice. He died in great poverty before lGi8, when his orphan son, William Astry, 
who was then 14 years old, and had been instructed in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
by his father, made petition to the Earl of Manchester, the Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, to obtain for him a ' competent livelihood for his progression 
in learning.' (88) 

IV. Anne Astry was torn in 1618, and had a marriage-portion of 500^, She 
married, by license* dated 16th May 11135, with her mother's consent, Thomas Peart, 
£sq., of St. Giles's-in-the- Fields, the son and heir-apparent of J ames Peart, Esq., of 
the same parish. (25) Her husband was afterwards a colonel in the army of 
Charles I., and had issue three daughters— 1. Mary; 2. Elizadeto; 3. Dorothy, 
who are mentioned with their mother, in 1659, in their uncle Francis Astry's Will. 
Colonel Peart died long before his wife, who married secondly, after 1659, 
Robert Anderson, Esq., of Chichester, a barrister of Lincoln's-inn, and the second 
son of Sir Kichard Anderson, Kt., of Pendley, Herts. (84A) She had no issue by 
her second mai-riage : but her eldest daughter, Maryt Peart, married her kinsman 
Bichard Astry, gent,, of St. Mary's, Huntingdon, (74) who was descended from a 
younger brother of the first Ralph Astry of Harlington, Their only surviving 
child, Elizabeth Astry, married Thomas Tryce, Esq., of a well-known family in 
Huntingdonshire, as will be seen in the pedigree of the Astrj-s of Huntingdonshire, 
at p. 70. 

V. Barbara Astry had a roaniage-portion of 400^., and married, first, .... 
Miller, by whom she had a son, Michael Miller, who is mentioned in his uncle's 
Will ill 1659. Barbai-a married, secondly, Richard Cooper, of Titsey, Surrey, 
who survived her, and took out letters of administration on 14th Feb, 1648-9. 

VI. Mary Astry died unmarried, and was buried at HarUngton on 12th May 
1689. (84) 



" Marriage Licmne from Bishop of London' I Eegiilry : (15) 
1636, Mb; 16. Tbomns Pcnrt, EBr|., of Bt. Giles -in- Uit-FieldB. UiildleBex, Lnchelor, aged 21, sou of 
JuoeB Peait, £aq., of the Eune parish, and Mib. A nu n Aatry of Wood End, Beds, spijiBter, 
agei 17, daughter of Sir Heui}' Aeti^ deceaaed, trith the conseut of her mother, the Lady Marj 
Astrf, widow, and of Mb own father, to marry at Bt. Faith's, London. 
^ M.I. in the Chancel of St. Mary's, Himlijiffdan : (25I 

Mary, wife of Riohard Astry, gcnt.,8ldost dangbter and coheir of ColoaelTliomaa Pert, Esq., LjAnne, 
eldsBt daughter ol Bir Henry AbIj?, Kt. ; died Ulh March 16T0-1. 
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xn. 

William Astry of Harlington, the son and heir of Sir Henry, by Mary St. 
John, was 15 years old when his father died, and his wardship fell to the King. (83) 
He died a minor and unmarried at the age of 17, on 24th Sept. 1632 ; and it was 
found at the inquest, which was held at Leighton Buzzard on 20th Nov. 1632, that 
his heir was his brother Francis, who was 13 years 11 months and 24 days old on 
the day of the date of the inquest. (85) 

xm. 

Francis Astry of Harhngton, the second son of Sir Henry Astry by Mary 
St. John, was born on . . Nov. 1618, and was nearly 14 years old when he suc- 
ceeded to the family estates on his brother William's death in 1632. (85) He was, 
like his brother, the ward of King Charles I., and entered his pedigree at the Visi- 
tation of Bedfordshire in 1634. He married Dorothy, second daughter of Sir Fleet- 
wood Dormer, Kt., of Lee Grange, in the parish of Quainton, Bucks, and had issue 
four children. He died "at Toddington, Beds, on 14th May 1659, and was buried 
on 19th May at Harlington. (84) His wife survived him, and was the executrix of 
his Will. 

Francis Astry of Wood End, Harlington, Beds, Esq. Will dated 22d April 1659. 

To be buried in the chancel of the parish chnrch of Harlington. 

To my daughter Mary all the monies in my house at the time of my death, and all rents 
due, and the money due for wood sold by William Field and Thomas Powell, as also the Two 
Cocks in Longlands, and she shall render a true account to my trustees, William Shepherd, Esq., 
Bichard Edwards, Esq., George Wyngate, gent., and William Pryer, gent. 

To the poore of Westoning, £35. 

Whereas I have conveyed certain lands to my said trustees for the purpose of raising of 
£1500 as portions for my younger children, the same is to be divided equally between my son 
Dormer, and my two daughters Mary and Dorothie. 

To my sister Anne Pearte, £20 ; and to her three daughters, Mary, Elizabeth, and Doro- 
thy, £30. To my nephew Michael Miller, the son of my sister Barbara, £20. To my cozen 
Edwards, and her sons John and Wentworth, £20. To Henry Phillipps, £6. 

My wife to be my sole executrix, and to have my standing crops, and the use of my house 
during her widowhood. 

To my kinsman Master James Astry of London, merchant, my best saddle-horse ; and to 
him and his wife Diana, £20 each. 

Witnesses : Alexander Nesbell, William Martin, John Latimer, James Martin. 

Will proved 9th June 1G59 in P.C.C.l)y Dorothie Astry, relict of the testator. [350 PdL] 

Francis Astry had issue by Ins wife Dorothy Dormer two sons and two 
daughters, viz. 

I. Ja^iIES Astry, son and heir, afterwards Sir James Astry, Kt. 

II. Dormer Astry, was baptized at Harlington on 27th Aug. 1657, and, dying 
in infancy, was buried there on 20th Dec. 1659, (84) seven months after his father^s 
death. 
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m. Maet Astry married at Harlington, on 22(1 Sept. ItiSP, .... Rawlins, 
EBq. (84) 

IV. Dorothy Astrt was still unmarried in 1663. 

Dorothy Astry, the mother of these children, and the widow of Francis Astry, 
Esq., of Harlington, died at Hadley, near Earnet, in Middlesex, and was buried at 
Harlington on 5th May 1664. (84) 

DoeotuyAstrey, late of Harlington Wood End, Beds, and now of Hadley, near Barnet, 
Middlesex, widow, relict of late Fkancis Astrey, Esq., deceased. 

Will dated 8th Sept. 1CG3. 

William Shopard," late of the pariah of Great Rolright, Oxon, Esq., and James Astrejf of 
8, Hellens, London, gent., to be m; executors. 

To he buried near my late husband, in the chancel of Harlington charch. 

To my eon and heir James Astrey, if he attain 21 years, my wedding-ring, silver walch, 
half my plate, and all my household goods. But if he die under age, then they shall oU go 
to my daughter Dorothy Astrey ; but if she does not attain 21 years, then they shall be divided 
between my said eiecutors. 

To my said daughter all my pearls, half my plate, my diamond and other rings ; and the 
goods in Master William Bird's house, in the parish of Shortwell, ilnd all my wearing apparell 
in the mansion house at Harlington Wood End ; and also my leasehold lands in Hardingfield. 

To my daughter Mary Rawlins, 20,!. 

To my hroliera JohnJ and Fleetwood Dormer,§ lOs. each. 

To my nephews Fleetwood, |[ John, Eusebius, and Dormer Shepard, lOa. eaeh. 

My eon to allowmy executors to collect the rents under the deed of trust made by his father 
Francis Astry to Master Eusebius Dormccl[ and Raphe Mallory for raising of portions for 
the younger children ; and whereas I fear that Dorothy Aslry's portion will fall short of that of 
her sister Mary Rawlins, I desire that due provision be made for my said daughter Dorothy. 

Wilneeses : Richard Birch, Edward Wilford, John Wilford. 

Will proved 2d May 1G64 in P.CO. [4G Bnice.] 

XIV. 

James Astht of Harlington, afterwards Sir James Aatry, Kt., the only surviving 

Bon of Francis Astry, Esq., of Harlington, by Dorothy Dormer, was bom on 14th 

Oct. 1653, and was baptized 00 Ifitli Oct. in the same year at Harlington. (84) He 

was only sis years old when his father died, and was not yet eleven when he loat his 

■ William Shepard, Etq., mamad Mary Dofmer, siater ot the testatrix. (S6) 

f Jamet Attry of St. Helen's, Bisbopsgate, merchant, was a son of George Astry of Eaten Seeon, 
Beds, who was the graDd-unole of Francis Aslrj, bnaband of the testatrix {tee p. 8!i), 

\ John Dormer of Ijee Grange was the father of 5ir John Dormer, created a horonet in 16G1, and 
of Bir Robert Dormer, Et., M.P. for Bucks, and a Judge of tbe Court of Common Fleas. (87) Some 
aocount of tbe Dormers of Lee Grange in the previous generation will be found iu my Genealogieal 
llemoiTi of the Chetteri oj ChicMey, vol. i. p. 08. 

% Afterwords Sir i'lcctwood Dormer, Kt,, ot Arle Conrt, Glouoestarshiie, who emigrated to ■Vir- 
ginia. (86) 

II Sir Fleetwood Shepard, gent , Usher ot the Black Rod, knighted at Whitehall 22d AprU 1094, 
died unmarried at Copt HoU in Augnat 1608 [Lo Wave's Fediijreci of Enighli, p. 41()). 

II Eviehiui Dormer, the youngeat brother of tbe testalrii, derived his Chriptian name from his 
mother's father, Sir Ensehy or EuEebios Isham, £t,, of Biaonston, North amplonsbire. (S6| 
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mother; but he found affectionate guardians in bis mother's brother-in-law, William 
Shepard of Great Rolright, Oxon, and his father's kinsman, James Astry of St. 
Helen's, Bishopsgate. He was sent in due time to Oxford, where he matriculated 
at Brasenose College on 14th July 1G71. (25) But in those days the heir of a good 
estate was expected to marry young, and he was not yet 20 years of age when he 
married, at Cornwell, Oxon, on 9th Oct. 1673 Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Penyston, Bart., of that place. (89) After his marriage he studied law, and, having 
taken his degree at Oxford as B.O.L., on 2d Aug. 1677 (90) he was called to the 
Bar at Lincoln's Inn. He was High Sheriff of Bedfordshire in 1682, but continued 
notwithstanding to practise his profession, and was appointed a Master in Chancery 
on 27th April 1683. (91) This lucrative post brought him honour as well as profit, 
for he was knighted at Whitehall by King Charles U. on 20th Nov. 1683, (52) and 
was named by James H. one of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber. (90) He 
retained his office as Master above eleven years, for the appointment of his successor, 
Richard Holford, Esq., is dated 28th June 1694. (91) He survived his retirement 
more than fifteen years, and his leisure was employed in literary and antiquarian 
research. He edited, with additions and corrections. Sir Henry Spelman's Gloi' 
Barium Archaiologicumy to which he prefixed a commentary on Spelman's life and 
writings. (90) He died at the age of 56, and was buried at Harlington on 15th 
Nov. 1709. (84) 

Sir James Astry had issue by his wife Anne Penyston three sons and four 
daughters. 

I. James Astry, his son and heir. 

II. Francis Astry, brother and heir of James. 

UI. Penyston Astry was baptized at Harlington on 9th July 1680, (84) and 
died unmarried in 1742, at the age of 62. 

IV. Anne Astry. 

V. Henrietta Astry, married on 1st July 1732, Sir Thomas Hatton, Bart., 
of Long Stanton, Cambridgeshire, by whom she had no issue. He died at his 
brother-in-law's seat at Wood End, 22d June 1733, (92) and was buried at Long 
Stanton. 

VI. Elizabeth Astry was baptized at St. Andrew's, Holbom, on 6th Nov. 
1687, (84) and died in childhood. 

VH. Charlotte Astry was baptized at St. Andrew's, Holborn, on 2d Aug. 
1692, (84) and, like her sister Elizabeth, died young. 



XV. 

James Astry, Esq., of Harlington, the eldest son and heir of Sir James Astry, 
Kt., by Anne Penyston his wife, was born in 1675, and was, like his father, educated 
at Brasenose College, Oxford, where he matriculated on 25th Aug. 1691, at the age 

m 
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of 16. (25) He succeeded to the family estates on the death of his father in 1709| 
and was appointed in 1712 Secretary to the Comptrollers of the Accounts of the 
Anny, in succession to Gregory King. (93) He died unmarried, in London, at the 
age of 41, and was buried at Harlington on 19th Oct. 171(), (S4) where his brother 
Francis erected a monument in the church to his memory. He made no Will, and 
letters of administration were granted to his brotlier and heir Dr. Francis Astry, 
on 9tli Nov. 1716. 



XVI. 

Francis Astry of Harlington, the second son of Sir James Astry, Kt., by 
Anne Penyston his wife, was born in 1676, and matriculated at Brasenose College, 
Oxford, on 28th May 1C>92, when ho was in Ms IGthyear. (25) lie proceeded B. A. 
on lat Feb. 11195-6, and was soon afterwards elected a Fellow of Merton, where he 
graduated M.A. on ISth June 1702. He had in the mean while taken holy orders, 
and was created D.D. on 15th Oct. 1715. He succeeded on the death of Ins kins- 
man St. Jolin Astry of Henbury, in 1742, to the estates in Lincolnshire and Hunt- 
ingdonshire, which had been entailed on him by the Will of I^uke Astry of Lincoln's 
Inn, in 1707, in case of the failure of Sir Samuel Astry's male heirs; and in 1716 
he inherited the family estates in Bedfordahire on the death of his elder brother 
James. He was appointed Treasurer of St. Paul's Cathedral 30th Sept. 1715, 
and was collated a prebendary in 1718, both which preferments he held until his 
death. (94) He had no issue by his wife Susan Walklate, and died on 30th Oct. 
1766, in his 91st year. He retained to the last all his senses and faculties, and was 
elected at the age of 84 to preach before the Lord Mayor at St. Paul's, on 14th 
March 1700, the day appointed by Royal authority to be a day of public fasting 
and humiliation. (94) He was the last survivor of his family, and devised his estates 
at Harlington to his cousin on the mother's side, Francis Penyston, Esq., of Corn- 
well, Oxon. 

Francis Astry of Woodend, in paeisii of Harlikgion, Beus, D.D. 
WiU dated id Oct. 1761, 

To bs buried near my dear wife, in the vault prepared for that purpose, in my chancel in 
the church of Westoning. All my real estate to my cousin Ffairmedon Penyston of Oomwell, 
Oxon, Esq., subject to an annuity of .£2G to Mrs. Elizabeth Trinder for her life. To Mr, 
William Astry of Little Milton, Oxon, my gold watch, and two of my seals with our family 
amiH. To the brother and sister of the said William Astry, £50, and a pair of my largest silver 
candlesticks, and mourning rings. To my kinswoman Mrs. Mnnden, £5. To my nephew Sir 
Thomas Eawlinson, Kt., Alderman of London, £12 I2s, ft?, and a ring. To Walter and 
Susanna, children of aforesaid Sir Thomas Rawliuson, £12 12«. O'l. each and a ring. To my 
nephew Richard Ray, £12 12k. Od. and a ring. To Mr. Eowey of Kidlington, Ozon, and his 
lady, a ring each. To Mr. Ohace, apothecary, £ 100. To Mr. Rowae, £30. To Mrs. Penystoa 
of Comwell, 200 ounces of my plate. To my godson Francis Penystoa my chased gold w&tofa. 
To Mrs. Manwaring a pair of silver candlesticks ; and to hei sister Elizabeth Penyston, £G. To 
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the Bey. Mr. Bertie of Honyton, Devon, and his lady, and to Dr. Ffynes and his lady, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Baysand, a ring each. The residue to said Ffairmedon Penyston, my executor. 

WiU proved 10th Nov. 1766 in P.C.C. by the executor. [395 TyndaU.] 



xvn. 

I now revert to George Astry, the younger son of Balph I. of Harlington 
Woodend, and the ancestor of Sir Samuel Astry of Ilenbury, whose male issue 
became extinct in 1712^ when this younger branch of the Astrys came to bo 
represented by Thomas Chester V. of Knole and his three maternal aunts. 

George Astry of Eaton Socon, Beds, the second son of Ralph Astry, Esq., the 
purchaser of Harlington Woodend by his wife Alice, was amply provided for by his 
father, who left him by his Will in 1584 400Z. in money and all his lands, of his 
own purchase, in the parishes of Caddington, Luton, Dunstable, and Kensworth, in 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. George married before his father^s death Lora^ 
the only child of Thomas Rowley of Huntingdonshire, by whom he had issue six 
sons and five daughters. The date of his death is unknown ; but he was still living 
when his daughter Grace was baptized at Eaton Socon on 20th Oct. 1606. 

George Astry of Eaton Socon had issue by his wife Lora Rowley six sons, viz. 

I. Luke Astry, son and heir. 

IL John Astrt inherited his father's lands in Nether Staploe, in the parish of 
Eaton Socon. He acquired in some way a plantation in the island of St. Christo- 
pher's, and resolved on making a voyage to the West Indies to look after it This 
resolution is expressed in the following Will, which he made on the 3d Aug. 1630 
at Shelton in Bedfordshire, the seat of his cousin Ralph Mallory, whom he appointed 
his executor, and to whom he devised his meadows in Nether Staploe, subject to a 
mortgage of 200/. due to Dr. William Dolben,* Rector of Stanwick in Northampton- 
shire.* John sailed for the West Indies in the following November, and it must be 
presumed that he died on his voyage, for the following Will was proved by his 
cousin Ralph Mallory on 19th Jan. 1630-1. 

John Astrt of Shelton, Beds, oent. Will dated 3d Aug. 1630. 

* A young man of able body and perfect mind ; yet because I do determine to pass beyond 
seas into the West Indies, where I may encounter many dangers and a sudden death, I make 
my Will as follows :' 

To my cozen Mr. Baph Jdallory of Shelton, all those closes of pastures in Nether Staploe, 
in the parish of Eaton Soken, which my father and I mortgaged to Doctor Dolben of Stand- 
wicke for £200, and which fall to my heirs in reversion after my father's death, with the 
condition that my said cozen Malorie pay the said Doctor his said £200, and make the best of 
the said closes, and sell them to whoever will give most for them. 

All my other lands, tenements, and heridaments in Nether Staploe, which descended to 
me and my heirs after my father's death, to my brother James Astrey and his heirs, with 

* Dr, William Dolben died Bishop nominate of Glonoester. His eldest son, Dr. John Didben, died 
ArohhiBhop of York in 1686, and was the ancestor of the Baronets of this name at Finedon in North* 
amptonshlre. 
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reniEunder to Bt. John Astrey, my brother and hia heirs, with this condition, that he payaoat of 
said lands aa my father appointed £20, to my brother Luke Astrey to increase his library, and 
£10 to each of my brother Luke's children. All tbo rest of my goods in England to n^ I 
cozen Mullory, whom I make my exor. 

Witnesses: Grace Mallory, Thomas Mallory, St. John Aatrey, Lore Spenser. 

WUl proved 19th Jan. 1G30-31 in P.C.C. by Raphe Malory of Shelton. [7 St. John.] 

This Will, however, was not allowed to stand ; for John Astry, after leaving 
Shelton, went up to London to prepare for his voyage, and was hospitably entertained 
by his brother James, who was a merchant living in the parish of St. Helen's, 
Bishopsgate. He stayed several months with his brother, and was induced before 
he sailed to make another Will in his favour, to the exclusion of his cousin. Jamea 
eventually succeeded in establishing his rights in May 1633, when the probate of 
the Will in favour of Ralph Mallory was brought into court and cancelled ; but this 
success was only obtained after two years of litigation, residting in family disaenaions, 
which were never reconciled. James kept to the day of his death the meadows at 
Nether Staploe, which had been his brother's patrimony, and which he had rescued 
with 80 much difficulty from Ralph Mallory j but they were lost after hia death to 
the family of Astry, for they were left by his Will at the disposal of his widow, and 
formed part of the provision which she made in 1G82 for her niece Judith Bee. 

John Astrv of London, oent. Will dated 4th Nov. Ilj30. 

All the kndfl and tenementa that I have in England or elsenhere to my brother James 
ABtry, and likewise all my goods and chattels, and tbe right or title that I have ' unto any 
servants in the Island of St. Christopher's' or elsewhere, witb their indentures and termeof years. 

WiUtessei : Jamea Shotbolt, Henry Oueille, Mathew Maseken. 

Will proved 16th May 1633 by James Aatry, brother and executor. The previous testa- 
ment, with probate of the same ia the name of Ralph Mallory, the pretended executor of the 
defunct, dated January 1G30, having been bronght in and cancelled. [36 Russell] 

m. St. John Astry, the third son of George Astry of Eaton Socon, waa 
baptized there on 15th Oct. 1593, (8i) and is mentioned in liis brother John's Will 
in 1630. He inherited from his mother's family lands in Sutton St. James and 
St. Edmund's, Lincolnshire, and in the parish of Holywell cum Needingwortb, 
Hunts, which evidently descended after his wife's death to his nephew Luke Astry 
of Lincoln's Inn. He had no issue by his wife Judith (who survived him), and 
died in 1660, when he was buried at Holywell, 

St. John Astry, in the town of Hollowell cum Needinowobth, Hunts, gent. ■ 

Will dated 14th Oct. 1659. I 

To be buried in Hallowell church. 

To my wife Judith Astry my lauds in Linoolnshire and at Hallowell and Needingwortb 
for her life, and after to my heirs. 

To my godson Thomas Lyeddy, £20 ; and if any of my nieces or nephews come in they 
shall have U. each. 

My said vrife to be ray e.xeoutrix. 

Wm proved 13th July 160O by the widow in P.C.C. [159 Nabb.] 
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rV. James Astry, the fourth son of George Astry of Eaton Socon, was a 
merchant of London^ residing in the parish of St. Helen's^ Bishopsgate. He was 
born in 1601 ; for he asserts in his Will that he was 76 years old in September 1677, 
although he is described in his marriage-license as 25 years old in 1633. (104) He 
was the testamentary heir of his brother John in 1631, and married at St. Bride's, 
Fleet-street, London, on 28th July 1633, Diana, daughter of Edward Bee, gent., 
of Little St. Bartholomew's, London. (25) He had no issue, and, subject to his 
wife's life estate, made his grandnephew James Astry, the grandson of his brother 
Kalph, his heir. But in case of his grandnephew's dying in his minority, he 
preferred his cousin James Astry of Harlington to his brother Luke's children, who 
are never mentioned in his Will. It must be suspected that he had never forgiven 
his brother Luke for being benefited by the pretended Will of their brother John, 
which it had cost him so much trouble to upset. James died at the age of 78, and 
was buried at St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, on 23d Jan. 1678-9. (74) 

James Astry of the parish of St. Hellens, London, gent. 

Wm dated 12th Sept. 1677. 

Being aged 3 score and 16 years, I desire my wife Diana, after my death, to call in all 
monies and bonds due to me, and pay them to my friends, Mr. Thomas Pattell, citizen and 
Ironmonger, London, and Mr. Thomas Eemble, Draper, London, that they may put the same 
out at interest for her benefit during her life ; and after her death, they are to pay over 
these moneys to Mr. John Buckworth of London, Turkey merchant, for the use of his and my 
grandnephew James Astry, son of James Astry of the parish of Bratoft, co. Lincoln, gent., 
till he is 21. But if my said nephew dies before my wife, then the money shall go to such 
brother as he may leave ; and if there be none, to James Astry of Harlington Wood End, 
Beds, Esq. 

All my lands and tenements in England or elsewhere to my said wife for her life, with re- 
mainder to my said grandnephew James Astry, with remainder to the said James Astry of 
Harlington Wood End. 

To my nephew Mr. John Saunderson of Temsford, Beds, 12«. 

My wife to be my executrix, and the said Mr. John Buckworth, Mr. Thomas Pattell, 
Mr. Thomas Eemble, and Mr. John Saunderson to be overseers. 

Witnesses : Francis Burton, WilUam Bower, Ra. Eddowes, Daniel Chandler. 

WiU proved 20th Jan. 1678-9 in P.O.C. [1 King.] 

The widow Diana Astry proved her husband's Will three days before the day 
of his burial. She survived him three years, and was buried near him at St. Helen'S| 
Bishopsgate, on 31st May 1682. (74) 

Diana Astry op the parish op Great S. Hellens, London, widow. 

Will dated 23d May 1682. 

To be buried in the parish church of S. Hellen, where I live. 

To my niece Judith Bee, who lives with me, £300 and all my jewels, plate, and household 
goods not otherwise bestowed. 

I give £600 for the purchase of lands in the name and for the use of my cousin Robert 
Pattle, son of my kinsman Thomas Pattle, and his heirs male in tail, on condition that he and 
they write their name Bee als. Pattle, with remainder on the same oonditiooB to Thomas Pattle, 
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another son of the Baid Thomas Puttie, in fee toil ; remoiader to Edward Pattle, another bod of 
the aaid Thomas Pattle, in fee tail ; remainder to m; brother Edward Bee's grandaon, of 
Btifilin, Yorkshire, in fee tail ; remainder to my own right heirs. 

To my goddaughter Diana Pattle, daughter of the said Thomas Pattle, £200 at her age of 
11 or one month after her marriage. To my friend Wiliiam Bower, £20. 

The residue of mj estate, real and personal, and also the lauds and tonements belonging 
to me by rirtue of a mortgage'' from George Aatry and John Astry to Dr. William Doiben 
and John Doiben, paid long tdnce by my late husband, and all other mortgages of my late 
bnsbaad, to my niece Jndith Bee, whom I make my executrix. 

Thomas Pattle, my kinsman, and William Bower to be OTeraecrs. 

Witiuttts : Amy BapheB, William Bower, serivonor, Ashmore Maaon, John Lloyd. 

WiU proved lat June 1682 in P.CC. by Judith Bee. [C7 Cottle.] 

V. Robert Astry was baptized at Eaton Socon on 13th Jaly 15fl6. (8i) 

VL RauB Astrt, the sixth son of George Astry of Eaton Socon, was a 
married man with children in ItiSO, when his brother John made !iis WiU, and 
inherited lands at Brajtoft in Lincolnshire. 

jAAtES Astry, son and Leir of Ralph, succeeded hia father at Braytoft before 
1677, and married the niece of Mr. John Bucliworth, mercliant of London. He 
died before 1706, leaving a son of his own name. 

James Astrt, son and heir of James, was the heir of hia granduncle James 
Astry of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, in 1679, and came into possession of hia estate 
in 1682, on the death of hisgranduncle'a widow. He was atillliv-ing in Jan. 1706-7, 
when Luke Astry of Lincoln's Inn made his Will. 

Vn. Jane Astry, the eldest daughter of George Astry of Eaton Socon, was in 
1618 the wife of William SandersonofTempsford, Beds, and had two sons: I. Law- 
REXOE ; II. John. (g6) John is mentioned in the Will of his uncle James Aatry of 
8t. Helen's in 1677. 

George Astry had also four other daughters, of whom nothing is known to me 
except the dates of their baptisms at Eaton Socon. (3i) 

VIU. Mary Astry was baptized on 26th June 1595, and, I presume, died an 
infant. 

IX. Mary Astry was baptized on Ist Oct. 1598. 

X. Judith Astry was baptized on 7th Aug. 1605. 
XL Grace Abtey waa baptized on 20th Oct. 1606. 



xvni. 

Luke Astry, son and hen- of George Aatry of Eaton Socon, by Lora Rowley 
hia wife, was married and had childi-en, when his brother John made his Will in 
1630. It may be guessed from the allusion to his library that he waa a lawyer by 
profession, but nothing is known about hiin except that he had two sons. 1. LUEE; 
3. Samuel. 

* See p. 83 and note. 
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XIX. 

Luke Astrt, the eldest son of Luke, was a barriBter of Lincoln's Inn, and 
inherited the estates of his uncle St. John Astry in Ilnntingdonshira and Lincoln- 
shire, lie died unmarried at his chambers on 16th June 1708, and was buried in 
Lincoln's Inn Chapel on 21st Jane following (Si) when hia nephew St. John Astry 
was hi3 heir. 

Luke Astry of Lincoln's Inn, co. Middlesex, Esq. 

Will dated 23d Jan. 1706-7. 

To be buried under Lincoln's Inn Chapel. All my messnages, lands, and tenemeDta in Sntton 
8t. James and Satton Bt. Edmund's, co. Lincoln, and in Ne«dingwortli cum Holywell, Hunts, 
to my friends and kinsmen Frederick Slare" als. Scholer, Doctor in Physick, and Franciaf 
Astry, Fellow of Morton OoUege, in Oxford, in trust to pay as follows : To Francis,:^ son of 
Francis Astry, late of the city of Oxford, and to WilliamJ Astry junior of Maulden, Bods, £7 
per annum each for seven years ; to Samuel Gibbard, £10 per annum for life ; and to his sisterH 

Susanna and , now married at Bristol, £5 per annum each for life ; and to Mrs, Mary Price 

and horsiBterLydiagduring their joint lives, £10 per annum ; and to the survivor, £7 per annum 
for life. AH these annuities to revert to my nephew Sir John Astry, only son of my only brother 
Sir Samuel Astry, for his life ; remainder to the heirs male of his body ; remainder to Francis 
Astry, Fellow of Merton College, and heirs male ; remainder to James Astry, eldest son of Sir 
James Astry, Ac ; remainder to his brother Pennyston Astr;, &c. ; remainder to the heirs male 
of the body of James Astry, grandchild and heir of Ralph Astry, youngest brother of Luke Astry, 
Esq., my father, the eldest son of George Astry of Basmey, in parish Eaton Socon, co. Bedford, 
Esq., and Lora his wife, my grandfather and grandmother ; remainder to my right heirs of 
the name of Astry for ever. To Sir James Astry and his three sons and youngest daughter, 
5 guineas each ; and to his eldest daughter, 10 guineas. To Francis, son of Francis AstryJ of 
Oxford, deceased, who is now scholar of Merton College, and to William AstryJ junior afore- 
said, of Maulden, 5 guineas each. To Mr. Richard§ Astry of Huntingdon, £10, to be divided 
among his daughter's children. My said trustees to bo my executors. 

Codicil dated 3d March 1706-7. To Samuel Gibbard, £10 ; and to his sister Susan and her 
sister, married at Bristol, £5 each. 

Administration granted 26th June 1708 to St. John Astry, the nephew by brother and 
next of kin of deceased, the tmstees and executors named in the Will renouncing. [125 Barrett 
in C.P.C.] 

* Dr. Slare was a well-known physician in Ma day, bnt I have been unable to dlseover how fae was 
related to the ABtr;s, of why be is culled Stare alt. SchoUr in this Will. He was ednoated abroad, 
and began his pTofessional career in Germany, where be was attached to the honBehoId of tbe Elector 
Palatine, the nephew of Prince Rupert. Be was in attendance on the Elector at Oiford oo 0th Sept. 
1680, when the Prince and the ohiet memlwrs at his eaite ware created Doctors of Physio. I96) 
Fraderick Slare was one of the M.D.s created an this cocasion, although hie name is omitted in the 
FsBli. (96) In the next year ha was admitted at the Loudon College of PhyGicioas, a candidate for the 
Fellowsbip. and was elected a Fellow in 1685. He settlud at Grofeuwich, and wrote a book in recom- 
meadation of ths Pyrmont Waters, which brought him into notico. He was also well known as an 
active member of the Society tor the Propagation of the Gospel He enjoyed a large practice, and died 
at Qrecnwieh in the 80th year ot his age on 12th Sept. 1727. (96) Ee wm never married, and left by 
his Will a considerable forioue to his sister and his nephews and nieces. 

t Franca Jilry, Fellow of Merton, was the second son of Sir James Astfy, Kt., of Hailington 
Woodend, who was (^e at- gran dne phew of the teatator'a grandfather. Set pedigree at p. 72. 

X FrancU Attry, Sohohir of Mtrton. ind TKi/liam AiCnj tbe younger of Maulden, Beds, were 
saoended from Ralph Astry ol LitUe Uilton, Oxon, the nophew ot the testator's grandfatber. Ste 
pedigree at p. 77. 

% Hichard .^tfry married Mary Peart, granddanghter ot Sir Henry Astry, St., of Harliagton, and 
had an only daughter, Mrs. Tryoe. Ste pedigree at p. 70. 
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SAJftJEi. AsTRT, afterwards Sir Samuel Astry, Kt., the second ion of Luke Astry, 
Esq., was bom in 1(J32, and was, like his brother Luke, a barrister of Lincoln's 
Inn. He was successful in his profession, and was appointed, in 1(177, C!erk of the 
Crown in the Court of Iving's Bench, which lucrative office he enjoyed until 
his death, daring a period of twenty-seven years. He improved his fortune by 
marrying an heiress, who brought him the mansion and manor of Henbury, in 
the parish of Aost, in Gloucestershire, His wife Elizabeth was tlie only child of 
(Jeorge Morse, Esq., of Henbury, and had six children. Sir Samuel died on 
25th Sept, 1704, in the 73d year of his age, and was buried at Aust, where his 
monnment still remains in the church. {<)■/) 

Dame EUzabeth Astry remarried Simon Harcourt, Esq., of Petidley, Herts, 
Master of the Crown Office, and comin of Simon Viscount llarcourt. Lord Chan- 
cellor 1713, but had no issue by her second husband. She died in December 1708, 
and letters of administration were granted to her widower on 12th Jan, 1709. He 
died on 30tb March 1724. (98)' 

SlRBAMtTEL AilTBYOrHENBUKY, GLOnCGSTERSIlIBB, EniOHT. 

WiU dmt«d 2d Hatch 1698-<). 

To be bnriod in tay vault in the chanoel of Aust Chapel. To Sir John Smith, Bart., 
and the lAdy Elizabeth his now wife, my eldest daughter, £100 for mourning. To Thomas 
Ohester, Esq., and Anne bis now wife, my daughter, £50 for mourning. To Luke Aatry, Esq., 
nij brother, £100. (Anauities to servants.) My wife the Lady Elizabeth Astry to pay to my 
daughter Diana Astry £<K)00 on the day of her marriage, if she marry with her consent. 
To Arabella, my youngest daughter, £0000 nt 21 or marriage. To my eldest son Luke Astry, 
Esq., lUOO marlu per annum for life. To my youngest son St. John Astry, 400 moika per 
annum for life. My said wife to be my residuary legatee aad solo executrix. 

Codicil dated lOth Aug. 1G90 revokes a legacy to a eorrant. 

Will proved 1st Nov. 1704 by the relict Dame Elizabeth Astry. 

Adminifltration de bonis non granted 16th Dec. 1709 to Dame Elizabeth Smith, wife of 
Sir John Smith, Bart. ; Diana, wife of Richord Orlehar, Esq. ; and Arabella Astry, spinster, 
the surviving daughters of the testator, whose widow and executrix is now also deceased. 

Sir Samuel Astry had issue by his wife Elizabeth Morse, the heiress of Henbury, 
two sons and four daughters, viz. 

I. Li^KE AsTRY, son and heir-apparent, was born in 1673, and matriculated at 
Hart Hall, Oxford, on 17th Nov. I(i90, (25) but he loft the University without 
taking his degree. He died unmarried in his father's lifetime, on 7th May 1701, 
at the age of 28. (97) 

H. St. John Astry, surviving son and heir. 

HI. Elizabeth Astry was bom in lf>70, and married before 1()98 Sir John 
Bmyth, Bart., of Long Ashton, in Somerset, M.P. for Somersetshire in 168G and 
1095. She was one of the coheirs of her brother St. John in 1712, and died IStli 
Sept. 1715, aged 45. Her widower died 19th May 1726, aged 66. (99) They had 
issue three sons and four daughters. Sir John Smyth was the representative of 
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John Smyth, who died Mayor of Bristol in 1554, and purchased, in 1545, the manor 
of Long Ashton (see p. 14). 

IV. Anne Astry married Thomas Chester, Esq., IV. of Knole. She died in 
childbed in her father's lifetime, and was buried at Almondsbury on 6th Aug. 
1703. (43) She left six children, and her widower was bnried beside her on 26th 
Feb. 1704-5. (43) (See p. 37.) 

V. Diana Astry had a marriage-portion of 6000Z. under her father^s Will, 
and married at Lincoln's Inn Chapel, on 17th Dec. 1708, Richard Orlebar, Esq., 
of Hinwick, Beds. She was one of the coheirs of her brother St. John in 1712, 
and died on 4th Sept. 1716, when she was buried at Poddington, Beds. (100) 
She left several children. 

VI. Arabella Astry inherited, on her brother's death in 1712, the Henbury 
Estate, and married, by special license dated 9th July 1715, Charles William Lord 
Walden, (25) who became, on his father's death in 1718, seventh Earl of Suf- 
folk. (10 1 ) He had no issue by his wife Arabella, and died at her house at 
Henbury on 9th Feb. 1721-2. His widow survived him little more than four 
months, and died on 23d June 1722, when she was buried at Henbury. (lOi) 

XXI. 

St. John Astry of Henbury, the surviving son and heir of Sir Samuel by 
Elizabeth Morse, was bom in 1675, and succeeded his father in 1704. He was 
the heir and executor of his uncle Luke Astry in 1708, and died unmarried on 
21st Nov. 1712, at the age of 37, when he was buried at Henbury. (97) 
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FEDiaREE OV ASTBY OV HSNBUBY. 



PEDIGBEE OF ASTBY OF HENBUBY. 



Balph Astry, Esq., II., 
of Harlington Wood- 
eDd;died7Aiig. 1698. 



1 



Qeorge Aitry,: 
Esq., of Eaton 
BoooD, Bods, 2nd 
Bon. 



AsTBT or Hablinoton. 
Pbdiobbb at p. 72. 



hoTtkt dan. and 
heir of Thomas 
Bowie J, gent., of 
CO. Hnnts; wife 
1584, 1698. 



IiokeA8ti7,E8q.,' 
aldeat ion of 
George. 



I 

. . . . JohnA8^,geni, Jane Afltry, wife, St. John Aitry of = Jndith, extriz. 

of Nether Stop- 1618, of William Holywell, Hnnts, 1660. 

loe, in Eaton So- Sanderson, gent, bapt 15 Got. 

oon : died nnm. of Tempsford, 1698 ; died 1660, 

1681. Wmi680. Beds. s.p. WiU 1659. 



i 



Lnke Astiy, Esq., son 
and heir; barrister of 
Linooln*s Inn, of Holy- 
well, Hnnts, heir of his 
nnde St. John Astry; 
died nnm. 16 Jnne 1708 ; 
bnried in Lincoln*s Inn 
Chapel. Wm 1706-7. 



Sir Samnel Astry, Kt.,> 
2d son, of Henbory jure 
nx. ; bom 1632 ; derk of 
the Crown in Chancery 
1677 ; knighted 8 Dec. 
1683; died 22 Sept, 1704, 
aged 73 ; bnried at Anst, 
00. Glono. Will 1698-9. 



'Elizabeth, dan. and heir: 
of George Morse, gent., 
of Henbory, in the 
parish of Anst, co. 
Glono. ; died . . Dec. 
1708. 



2 h. Simon' Haroonrt, 
Esq., of Pendley, Herts ; 
Master of the Crown 
Office ; admor. to his 
wife 12 Jan. 1709 ; died 
30 March 1724. 



Lnke Astry, Esq., 
son and heir-appt. ; 
matriculated at 
Hart Hall, Ozon, 17 
Not. 1690; died nn- 
marr. 7 May 1701, 
aged 28, before his 
father. 



I 

St. John Astry, Esq., 
of Henbory, son and 
heir ; bom 1675 ; 
died nnmarr. 21 
Not. 1712, aged 37; 
buried at Henbory. 



Elizabeth, sister=?=Sir John Smyth, 



and co-heir; bom 
1670; died 15 
Sept. 1715 ; aged 
45. MX at Long 
Ashton. 



Bart., of Long 
Ashton, M.P. for 
Somerset ; died 19 
May 1726, aged 66. 



SmrTH, Babts., 

or LONQ ASHTOll. 
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B' 



Ifftiy Afltry, bapi 
26 Jane 1595. 

Robert Astiy, 
bapt. 18 July 
1596. 

Mary, bftpt.1 Oct 
1598. 



James Astry,: 
merohant of Lon- 
don, bom 1601; 
died aged 78 ; bu- 
ried at St.Helen'B, 
BiBhop8gate,Lon- 
don, 23 Jan. 
1678-9. WiU1677. 



:Diana, dan. of 
Edward Bee, 
gent., of London ; 
married at St. 
Bride's 28 July 
1633; died widow; 
buried at St. 
Helen's 81 May 
1682. WiU1682. 



Balph Aitry,: 
(mentioned in his 
nephew Lnke's 
Will), < youngest 
brother of Luke, 
father of Sir Sam- 
uel.* 



Anns Astbt mar- Diana, co-heir, mar-=^IUchard 



ried Thomas Chbs- ried 17 Deo. 1708 
TEB, Esq., IV., of at Lincoln's Inn 
Knole, and died 2 Chapel ; died 4 Sept. 
Aug. 1708. 1716. M.I. at Pod- 

dington, Beds. 



1 



Chistbb or Enolb. 
PsnioBBB at pp. 40-41. 



Orlebar, 
Esq., of 
Hinwick, 
Beds. 




Judith Astry, 
bapi7Aag.l606. 

Grace A8tiy,bapt. 
20 Oct. 1606. 



James Astry,« 
gent., of Bratoft, 
00. Lincoln; li?- 
ing 1677. 



nieoe of 

John Buckworth, 
of London, Tur- 
key merohani 



Arabella, co-heir, 
married by license 
dated 9 July 1715, 
Charles William, 
7th Earl of Suffolk, 
who died 8 Feb. 
1721-2. She died 
22 June 1722, s.p. 



James Astry, 
grandnephew and 
heir of James 
of St. Helen's; 
Uring 1677, 1707. 



ELIZABETH CHESTER, LADY CANS. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

The Masters of Knole, descended from the Ckesters. 

Elizabeth Chester, the only dan^hter of Thoinaa Chester IV. of Knole by 
Anne Astr\', was born on 2d July IGSU, and was in her issue the sole heir of the 
Chesters. She married at Almondsbury, on Hith Ang. 1 710, Sir William Oann, the 
second Baronet, of Compton Green in Gloucestershire, (43) and died on 6th Jan. 
1725, leaving an only child of her own name. Her husband died in the next year, 
on 27th April 172(}, at the age of 32, (50) without having adminiatered to her 
estate ; and administration was granted on 20th June 1727 to her brother Thomas 
Chester V. of Knole, as the guardian of her only child. 

Elizabeth Chester Cann, the only child of Sir William Cann, Bart, by 
EUzaboth Chester, was an orplian from her childhood, and the ward of her nncle 
Thomas Chester V, of Knole. She v/as the heir of he r father's estates at Brisling- 
ton and Breane in Somersetshire, and married at Almondsbury, on 2Cth Dec. 1742, 
Thomas Master, Esq., the younger, M.P. for Cirencester. (43) He was the son and 
heir-apparent of Thomas Master, Esq., of The Abbey in Cirencester, which had 
been the seat of the family since the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and had b^n 
educated at Balliol College, Oxford, where he matriculated on 12th May 1735. (25) 
He died in his father's lifetime, at the age of 32, and was buried at Cirencester on 
lat June 1749. (45) His widow survived him 33 years, and was buried with her 
husband on 1st Jan. 1782. (45) 

Mr. and Mrs. Master had issue three children, two sons and a daughter, viz. 

I. Elizabeth Master was born in 1745, and died unmarried at Bath, at the 
age of 71. She was buried at Cirencester on 10th April 1817. (45) 

H. T^O^US Master, son and heir, who inherited the Chester estates in 1799 
from Mrs. Bromley Chester. 

III. Richard Master, of whom hereinafter, the father of the late Colonel 
Chester Master of Knole. 

Thomas Master, the son and heir of Thomas by Elizabeth Chester Cann, was 
born in 1744, and was therefore only five years old when his father died, and left 
him under the guardianship of hia mother. His grand-uncle's desire that he should 
marry his cousin, the heiress of Knole, and her decision to break off the engagement 
after Mr. Chester's death, have been already related. He married at Sherborne, on 
25th May 17G9, Mary, daughter of James Lenox Napper Dutton, Esq., and sister of 
the first Lord Sherborne, who died on 12th July IblD, leaving two daughters. He 
was the heir of his paternal grandfather, and succeeded in 1770 to The Abbey at 
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Cirencester, and to the family estates of the Masters at Bannton, Preston, and 
Stratton in Gloucestershire. He was High Sheriff of Gloucestershire in 1771, and 
was elected one of the Knights of the Shire in 1784. He retained his seat in two 
successive Parliaments, and retired from political life in 1796. In the mean while 
he had inherited, on his mother's death in 1782, the manors of Brislington and 
Breane in Somersetshire, which had belonged to his grandfather. Sir William 
Cann ; but in 1799 he received a much greater accession of estate, when he suc- 
ceeded, under the Will of his cousin Mris. Bromley Chester, to the manors of Almonds- 
bury, Barton Regis, and Brimsham, and the whole inheritance of the Chesters in 
Gloucestershire. The Chester estates, however, were devised to him in tail male, 
with remainder to his brother and his sons, and therefore, as he outlived his only 
son, they passed on his death to his nephew Colonel William Chester Master of the 
Scots Fusilier Guards. 

Mr. Master died on 12th May 1823, aged 79, and was buried at Cirencester, 
near his wife. He had issue four children, of whom only two daughters survived him. 

I. Thomas Master, son and heir-apparent, was bom in 1770, and was Brigade- 
Major in the 2d Dragoon Guards ; but he died unmarried in his father^s lifetime, 
at the age of 27, on 17th Oct. 1797. 

XL Elizabeth Master was baptized at Cirencester on 8th Sept. 1771, and was 
buried there on 27th Sept. in the following year. 

HL Jane Master was baptized at Cirencester, 7th April 1774, and succeeded 
on her father's death to The Abbey, Cirencester, and the other estates of the 



PEDIGREE OF MASTER OF THE ABBET, CIRENCESTER, AND OF ENOLE PARE. 



Thomas Master, Esq., M.P.- 
for Cirencester; son and heir- 
apparent of Thomas Master, 
Esq., of The Abbey; died be- 
fore his father, aged 32 ; buried 
1 June 1749. 



'Elizabeth Chester, dan. and heir of Sir Wil- 
liam Cann, Bart., of Brislington and Breane, 
Somerset, by Elizabeth Chester, dan. and heir 
in her issne of Thomas Chester, Esq., IV., of 
Enole (see Pedigree of Chester of Enole at 
p. 40) ; married at Almond8bnry,26 Dec. 1742 ; 
died widow ; buried 1 Jan. 1782. 



Thomas Master, Esq. , son and« 
heir; of TheAbbey.Cirenccster, 
and afterwards of Enole ; born 
1744 ; High Sheriff of Glou- 
cestershire 1771 ; M.P. for 
Gloucestershire 1784-96 ; died 
12 May 1823, aged 79. 



'Mary, dau. of James ElizabethMaster; Major Richard Master, 2d 

Lenox Napper Dutton, bom 1745 ; died son ; married Isabella Fran- 

Esq., and sister of num. at Bath, cesEgerton, a co-heir of King 

James, first Lord Sher- aged 71; buried Henry YII. «f> 

borne; married at Bher- 10 April 1817. X^ 

borne 24 May 17C9 ; Chester Master of Enole. 

died 12 July 1819. (Pediobee at pp. 95-96.) 



Thomas Master , Esq., 
son and heir-appt. ; 
Brigade Major 2d 
Dragoon Guards ; 
bom 1770; died unnL 
17 Oct. 1797, in his 
lather*s lifetime. 



1— , , 

Elizabeth; Jane Master, co- Mary Anne Master, co-: 

baptized 8 heir; bapt. 7 April heir ; bapt. 10 June 1777; 

Sep. 1771 ; 1774; of TheAbbey, marr. 18 June 1801; Lady 

Cirencester, after ofthe Bedchamber to the 

her father's death ; Princess Sophia; inherit- 

died unm. 2 Aug. ed The Abbey on her sis- 

1862, aged 88. ter*s death ; died widow 

22 Feb. 1863, aged 85. 



died in- 
fant ; bu- 
ried 27 
Sept.1772. 



:Lord John Thynne, 
M.P. for Bath ; Yiee- 
Chamberlain to King 
George III.; who suc- 
ceeded in 1838 as 8d 
Lord Carteret of 
Hawnes ; died B.p. 
10 Mar. 1849. 



u 
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Master family. She died unmarried on 2d Aug. 18G2, and was succeeded at The 
Abbey by her only surviving sister Lady Carteret. 

rv. Mary Anne Master was baptized at Cirencester on 10th June 1777, and 
married, on 18th Juno 1801, Lord John Thynne, M.P. for Bath and Vice-Chamber- 
lain to King George III., who aiicceedod, in 1838, as tliird Lord Carteret of 
Hawnes, and died without issue on 10th March 1849, when the barony of Carteret 
became extinct, LaJy Carteret was for some years Lady of the Bedchamber to 
the Princess Sophia, and aucceeded to the family estates on the death of her sister 
Jane in August 18G2 ; but she lived to enjoy them little more than sis months, for 
she died on 22d Feb. 1863, when her cousin Colonel Chester Master of Knole was 
her heir, and the Master estates were again united with the inheritance of the 
Cheaters. 

IL 

Richard Master, the second son of Thomas by Elizabeth Chester Cann, was 
born in 1746, and was Major in his Majesty's 24tli Regiment of Foot. He mar- 
ried, on 18th Maich 1784, Isabella Frances, third daughter and coheir of Colonel 
William Egerlon, of the Koyal Horse Ciuards Blue, JI.P. for Brackley, Master of 
the Jewel Office, and grandson of John, third Earl of Bridgewater, She was 
bom on 12th Dec. 1759, and brought into the family the right of quartering the 
Koyal* Arms, through her descent from Mary Tudor, Queen of France and Duchess 
of Suffolk, the younger daughter of King Henry VII. Major Master was elected 
M.P. for Cirencester ia 1785, and retained liia seat In two successive Parliaments. 
He was afterwards Consul at Algiers, and subsequently Governor of Tobago. He 
died at Fort Koyal, Martinique, on 2Gth Oct. 1800. His widow survived him 
forty-seven years, and died at Paris on 2d Dec. 1847, in the 88th year of her age. 

Major Richard Master had issue five sons, \'iz. 

L William Chester Master, afterwards of Knole. 

n. Hekry Master was bom on 27th June 1786, and died unmarried in South 
America. 

* The coheirs of the Egertou ffknu]; uo undonbtedl; entitled ta qtuicter the Royal Arms, in right of 
their (UBceut from Eleimor Brandon the younger, dtngbter and coheir o( Maxy Tudor, Qaeen of France, 
the yonnecr Bieter of Heuiy YIII. ; hat it ia bj no means cerliiin what precise modi&oation oE the Royal 
Aruui they are entitled to hoar. The asaamption of the Arms of Eaglond and France withont a difference, 
BB it Eleanor Brandon had been Qneen of England, is manifeatly absurd ; tor the Sovereign only is 
entitled to boar tbe Arms of Domiuioa : but agAinet all reason the nudiScrenccd coat of the Tndora ia 
indnded amoufjet the qnarterings of the second Dnke of SutheTluiid on bis garter-plate, so that the co- 
heirs of EgertoD are now warranted in naiug it by tho highest heraldic aathority. Cadets of the Royal 
blood had Qsaally the Boyal Arms assigaed to tbtm with a difTcrence ; aod Frances Brandon, Duchess of 
Boffollc, liie elder sister of Eleanor, bote the Royal Arms within a bordore gobonny Or and AiEre by 
the grant of Queen Elixabetb eipressed in a warrant to the Eings-at-Arma, which ij dated 8d December 
1^59. This coat is now properly ttaed by her descendants ; but there is no record of the Arms homo by 
her sister Eleanor, and there is uo cvidonoe of the ase of the Royal Arms by her descendants before the 
garter-plate ahoie mentioDed. It most, however, be remembered that the claim of the Brandon co-heirs 
to the CD re presentation of King Henry VIE, did not accrue nntil after the death of Queen Elizabeth, the 
last snrriviug child of King Henry Yin. (102) 
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DESCENT OP THE FAMILY OF CHESTEB MASTEB FBOM KING HENBY VII. 

Abms. {See shield at p. 99.) 



Henry VII., King of England=f=Elizabeth of York, dan. and co-heir of King Edward IV. 



T 



Henry VIII. 



, , 

Margaret Tudor, Queen Mary Tudor, Queen of^Charles Brandon, E.G., 
of James IV., King of Louis XII., King of 
Scotland. France ; died 26 June 

1533, aged 37. 



r 



Duke of Suffolk; mar- 
ried 30 May 1515 ; died 
24 Aug. 1545. 



Lady Frances-pHenry Grey, K.G., Henry Clifford, K.B., 2d Earl« 



Brandon, 
co-heir. 



r 



Duke of Suffolk. 



of Cumberland ; died 8 Jan. 1569, 
a^ed 52. 



1 



>lst wife, Lady Eleanor 
Brandon, co-heir ; died 
Nov. 1547. 



Lady Jane Lady Catherine^Edward Sey- Lady Margaret Clifford,»T=Henry Stanley, K.G., 



Grey, 

headed 

1554. 



be- Grey, only surviv- 
ing heir ; died 26 
Jan. 1567. 



mour. Earl of 
Hertford. 



heir of her mother ; died 
1596. 



/K 



4th Earl of Derby; 
married 7 Feb. 1555 ; 
died 25 Sept. 159^^. 



Ferdinando, 5th Earl of Derby ;»pAlice, dau. of Sir John Spencer, Kt., of Al- 



died 16 April 1594. 



thorpe; re-marr. Thos. Egerton, Lord EUes- 
mere, Lord Chancellor ; died 26 Jan. 1636. 



Lady Frances Stanley, co-heir ;«f=John Egerton, let Earl of Bridgewater; 
died 11 Marah 1635, aged 52. died 4 Dec. 1649, aged 70. 



John Egerton, 2d Earl of Bridge- 
water ; died 26 Oct. 1686, aged 63. 



»Lady Elizabeth Cavendish, dau. of William Duke of Newcastle, 
K.G. ; married 1641 ; died 14 June 1663, aged 37. 



John, 3d Earl of Bridgewater ;« 
died 19 March 1701, aged 54. 



>Lady Jane Paulet, dau. of Charles, 1st Duke 
of Bolton ; died 22 March 1714, aged 60. 



1 w. Lady Eliza-* 
beth Churchill, 
dau. and co-h. of 
John, 1st Duke of 
Marlborough ; died 
22 March 1714, 
aged 25. A 



'Scroop, 4th Earl" 
and 1st Duke of 
Bridgewater; cre- 
ated Duke 18 June 
1720; died 11 Jan. 
1745, aged 63. 



2 w. Lady Bachel 
BuBsell, dau. of 
Wriothesley, 2d 
Duke of Bed- 
ford ; marr. 4 
Aug. 1722 ; died 
^22 May 1777. 



Henry Egerton,"f"Lady Elizabeth 



5th son, Bishop 
of Hereford; died 
1 April 1746, 
aged 59. 



Eabls of Jebset. Duebs of Suthebland. 



Ariana Bentinck, 
sister of Henry, 
1st Duke of Port- 
land ; marr. 18 
Deo. 1720; died 
8 Nov. 1765. 



r 



1 



John Egerton, Bishop^pLady Ann Sophia Grey, 
of Bangor 1756, of 
Lichfield 1768, of 
Durham 1771 ; died 
18 Jan. 1787. 



dau. and co-heir of 

Henry, 1st Duke of 

Kent, K.G.; bom 17 

^Jan. 1730 ; marr. 1748. 



Earl Bbownlow. 



William Egerton, 2d= 
son, Lieut. -Colonel of 
Horse Guards, M.P. for 
Brackley, Master of the 
Jewel House; died 26 
March 1783. 



I 

Ariana Margaret 

Egerton, co-heir; 

MaidofHonourto 

the PrincessDow- 

ager of Wales; 

died nnxnarried. 



Elizabeth Eg-^rOharlesBenja 



erton, co-heir ; 
marr. 19 Feb. 
1783. 



min Saladin, of 
Crans, near 
Geneva. 



1 

Isabella Frances- 
Egerton, co-heir; 
marr. 18 March 
1784; died at 
Paris 2 Dec. 1847, 
aged 87. 



■Mary, dau. of 
Bobert Kirk, 
Esq. ; marr. 
1751. 



■Richard Master, Esq., M.P. 
for Cirencester 1785-93, Ma- 
jor 24th Foot, Governor of 
Tobago ; died 26 Oct. 1800, 
aged 54. {See PsDiasBi of 
MiSTiBatp. 9S.) 



UEUT.-COLONEL WILLIAM CHESTER MASTER OF KNOLE. 



William Cbester Haater, 
inhGiitGd Ettola Park in 1833, aud The 
Abbey, CireDoeatcr, in ISdS ; born i Ja.ii. 
1783. Liaot.- Colonel Boola Fuiilier 
Oau'dg ; Oentleman Usbcr of the Privjr 
Cluunber to Geo. lU., Geo, IV.. William 
IV., and Qnecn Virtom. Died 30 Nov. 
1S68, aged 84. 



and heir ;^lBabell& Margaret, dan. of 
"■ Colonel tbo Honble. Stephen 
Dl(:bj, Vies- Chamberlain to 
Qaeen Charlotte : grsndBOD 
ot William, 6th Lord Digbj; 
married . . Aug. 1814 ; died Q 
Jon. 1859. aged C-i. 



Four yonnger e 
oil died H.p. ( 



Thomaa William Cheater Mutur, Esq., of EDole^Cathorine Elizabeth, dau. Sii yonngcr 
*""■'■■ "■ . . _. - _ .. [jj^pd danghtere. 

pp. 97, 98.) 



Park, and ot The Abbey, Cireneeitoi 
Ileic; bom 2B May 1816. B.A. ot Oh, Ch.. 
OxoQ, 1837; M.P. for Cirenoester 1837-lSl'l. 
Twelfth in direct Unoal descont from Eing 
Henry VII. 

Thamaa Willinm Chcalcr Muster. Esq., Juuior,- 
son and hoir-npparent; bom 15 May 1811. Ma- 
tricnlated at Cli. Ch., Oxon, ill May tSOO ; M.P. 
for Cirenooater 1978. 

Jessy Catherine. Bichard Cheater Mas- I sab el Mar; 

ter, SOD and heir-ap- 

Roth Georgina. parent ; bom 28 Ang. Florence. 

1B70. 



of Sir George Corncwall, 
Bart., of MoooBS Conrt, 
Herefordsliire ; married at 
Moecaa 7 April 1840. 



-Georgina Emily, Hftb dnu. ot Three yoongersona; 

John EtbeilDgtonWeluh liolla, two danghteis. [Het 

Esq., of The Hendrc, eo, Mon- page 91).} 
mouth ; married 11 Oct. I8UI). 

lary. Cyril Cheater Master, Charlea Andrew 

second eon ; barn V Cheater Master, 

Bept 1874. third son ; bom 
30 Nov. 1876. 



in. Feederice Cavendish Master was bom on 20th Oct. 1789, and died 
young at Windsor Castle in 1793. 

IV. Richard Thomas Chester was born at St. Omer'a in Frencli Flanders 
on 24th March 1795, and was a Captain in tlie Grenadier Guards. He married 
Anna Catherlna P'rederica, daughter of Baron Kainmerl von Puckpock of Wasaer- 
burg in Bavaria, and died without issue. 

V. St. Vimcent Fredebioe Master was born on Cth Feb, 1800, and died 
nninarried at Gravehnes in France in 1829. 



William Chester Master, the eldest son of Major Richai-d Master by Isabella 
Frances Egerton, was born on 4lh Jan. 1785, and succeeded on the death of his 
uncle Thomas Master in 1823 to Knole Park and the rest of the Chester estates, 
which had been entailed on the male line of the Masters by Mrs. Bromley Cheater's 
Will. He was Lieut .-Colon el in the Scots Fusilier Guards, and was one of the 
Gentlemen Ushers of the Priv-y Chamber to four successive sovereigns ; for he was 
appointed in the reign of George III,, and continued to hold the same office until 
his death in 18(58. He married in August 1814, Isabella Margaret, daughter 
of Colonel the Hon. Stephen Digby," Vice-Chamberlaiu to Queen Charlotte, and 
Master of St. Katharine's Hospital, by hia second wife the Hon. Charlotte Mai^ 

* The Hon. Stephen Digby was ilfth son ot the lloii. Edwud Dighy, M.P. tor Warwickshire, son 
and beir-appuent of William, Qftb Lord IKgby. 
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garet Gunning, daughter of Sir Robert Gunning, Bart., ICB., and Maid of Honour 
to Queen Charlotte. She was bom on 15th May 1794, and died on 9th Jan. 1859| 
at the age of 65, leaving eight children. 

Colonel Chester Master succeeded, on the death of his cousin Lady Carteret, in 
1863, to The Abbey, Cirencester, and the rest of the family estates. He died on 
20th Nov. 1868, aged 84. 

Colonel Chester Master had issue by Isabella Margaret Digby his wife seven 
sons and three daughters, viz. 

I. Thomas William Chester Master, son and heir, the present owner of Knole 
Park and of The Abbey, Cirencester. 

n. George Francis Master was bom on 25th Dec. 1816, and matriculated 
on 15th June 1835, (25) at University College, Oxford, where he graduated M.A. 
in 1843. He is in holy orders, and was presented by his father's cousin, Miss 
Jane Master, to the Vicarage of Batinton in 1843, and to the Rectory of Stratton 
in 1844. He married, on 12th November 1845, Fanny, youngest daughter of 
Sir William Bolland, Kt., one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and has issue six 
children, viz. 

1. Francis Charles Master was bom on 25th Aug. 1846. 

2. Harry Chester Master was born on 26th April 1848. 

3. Constance Mary Master was bom on 13th Nov. 1849. 

4. Algernon William Chester Master was bom on 27th Sept. 1851. 

5. Elizabeth. 

6. Dora. 

in. Henry Orlando Chester Master was bom on 7th Sept. 1818, and was 
formerly Captain in the 95th Foot. He married, on 10th Nov. 1843, Eliza Harriet, 
daughter of Captain Higgs of the Royal Navy, by whom he had issue an only 
daughter, Mary Isabella, who was bom on 6th July 1844. 

Captain Henry Chester Master died at Malvern on 7th Aug. 1879. 

rV. Charles Chester Master was bom on 22d April 1820, and was Lieu- 
tenant in the 58th Foot. He died unmarried at Sydney in New South Wales on 
8th Dec. 1847. 

V. William Charles Chester Master, C.B., and formerly Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the 5th Fusiliers, was bom on 6th Nov. 1821, and married at Nice, 
on 23d Feb. 1861, Madelina Harriet Louisa, daughter of Sir William Curtisi 
8d Bart, and has issue five children, viz. 

1. Richard St. George Chester Master was born 30th April 1866. 

2. John Bromley Chester Master was bom 22d July 1867. 

3. Ariana Georgina. 4. Helen Alexandra. 
5. Madeline Isabella. 

VI. Augustus Chester Master was bom on 3d Dec. 1823, and matriculated 
at Universitj College, Oxford, on 1st Dec. 1842, (25) where he proceeded B.A. in 
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1847." He entered holy orders, and was preaented by his father's cousin, Miu 
Jane Master, in 18G1, to the Vicarage of Preston All Saints in Gloucestershire. 
He married, on 2itth July 1858, Henrietta, youngest daughter of Sir George 
Comewali, Bart., of Moccas Court, Herefordshire, the sister of his eldest brother's 
wife, and has issue three children, viz. 

1. Godfrey Cohnewall Chester Master was born 22dDec. 1859. 

2. Marion Frances. 3. Digey Chester Master was horn 3d Feb. 1867. 
VII. Francis Eobert Chester Master, sometime Lieutenant in the 58th 

Foot, was bom on 18th May 182(1, and married, on '2lst Jan. 1852, Emma Jane, 
daughter of Henry MacArtbur, Esq., of New South Wales. 

Vni. IsABELiA Mary Frances Charlotte Master was bom on 21at Nov. 
1828, and married, on 15th May 1851, her cousin, George William Gunning, Esq., 
son and heir apparent of the Bev. Sir Henry John Gunning, Bart., of Hortonj 
Northamptonshire, by whom she has issue, four sons and two daughters. 

IX. Emma Fanny Master waa born on 26th June 1832, and died in child- 
hood on 20th Feb. 1834. 

X. Emily Ariana Master was born on 18th April 1837, and married, on 
10th Feb. 18J51I, William Edmund Curtis, Esq., Lieutenant in the 1st Royal 
Dragoons, son and heir apparent of Sir William Curtis, 3d Bart., who died on 11th 
May 1860, aged 26, lea\-ing an only sou, who succeeded his grandfather in 1870, 
and is the present Sir William Michael Curtis, Bart. Mrs. Curtis married secondly, 
on 25th June 1868, George Beniey Charleton, Esq., of Elberton, Gloucestershire, 
by whom she has two children. 



ni. 

Thomas Willum Chester Master, the son and heir of Colonel Chester 
Master, was bom on 28th May 1815, and matriculated at Christ Church, Oxford, 
on 17th Oct. 1833, and proceeded B.A. in May 1837. He was elected M.P. for 
Cirencester in August of the same year, and sat in two successive Parliaments ; but 
he accepted the stewardship of the Chiltem Hundreds in July 1844. He succeeded 
his father in 18G8, and is the present owner of The Abbey, Cirencester, and of 
Knole Park. He married at Moccas, Herefordshire, on 7tli April 1840, Catharine 
Ehzabeth, the eldest daughter of Sir George Comewali, Bart., of Moccas Court, by 
whom he has had issue six children, viz. 

L Thomas William Chester Master junior, son and heir-apparent, was 
bom on 15th May 1841, and like his father was educated at Christ Church, Oxford, 
where he matriculated on 3Ist May 1860, Ho was elected M.1*. for Cirencester in 
1878, and was reelected without opposition in 1880 in the new I'arliament. He 
married, on 11th Oct. 18li(5, Georgina Emily, 5th daughter of John Etherington 
Welch Bolls, Esq., of The Hendre, Monmouthshire, and has issue seven children, 
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I. Jesst Catiiarine. 2. Ruth Qeorgina. 

3. Richard Chester Master, son and heir-apparent, was born 28th 
Au^. 1870. 

4. IsjUjel Mart. 5. Florence. 

G. CtrUj Chester Master was born 8th Sept. 1874. 
7. Charles Andrew Chester Master was Wn 30th Nov. 187(5. 
n. Alice Mary Jane Master was born on 7th March 1843, and married 
on Itith Feb. 1871, William Aitchiaon, Esq., of Druuimore, Edinburgh, formerly 
Lient.-Colonel Scots Fusilier Guarda, by whom she liaa three children. 

m. Isabel Catharine ^L^STER was born on 15th Jan. 1845, and married 
on 2d Dec. 18159, Major Comwallis Henrj- Chichester of the 5th Lancers, by whom 
she has four daughters. 

IV. EoERTON PHn,iP Chester Master was born on 20th Nov. 1846. 

V. Charles Ghjiert Chester Master was born at Moccas Court on 1st Jane 
1851, and died there in May 1865. 

VI. Arthur Cornewall Chester Master was bom on 25th July 1854. 




1. Master ol tUc Abbey. 

2. Cuui. Extinct Btroneti. 

3. ClicBter of Enolc. 
i. Astrj of HcnLory. 

5. Egorton, Earli of Bridgewtter. 

6. Stanloy, Earia of Derby. 



. Rojal Aims ol Englftsd botae by 
Beiu7TU. 
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shire, vol. iv, p, 517. 

(19) From the Binding-Book of the Merchants Taylora' Compaoj, commnnicnted by G, £. 
Cokayne, Esq., Lancaster Hemld. 
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(28} Journals of the Hoago of Commons, vol. iv. pp. 706-718. 

(39) M.I. at Almondshury, printed in Budder'a Qloaeeaterahire, p. 225. 
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(41) M.I. at Withington, Glouoestersbire, printed by Rudder at p. 840. 

(42) Chamberlajne's Angliie Notitia, 1087. 

(43) See H in Appendix of Extracts from Parish Hepstora. 

(44) Pedigree of Astry, commanicated by Btephen Tueker, Esq., Bonge Croix, Erorn SilL 

Heard's us. in the College of Arms. 

(45) Communicated by J. W. Cheater Master, Eaq., from family records. 

(46) Geotleuau's Magazine, nnder the dates, 
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(47) FoBbroke*B Hist, of GlonceBtershire, vol. i. p. 260. 
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(49) Alumni WestmonasterienBes. Svo, 1852. 
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(51) Pedigree of Astry in Visitation of Bedfordshire 1634. 

(52) Pedigree of Astry in Le Neve's Pedigrees of Knights, published by Harleian Society 1870, 

pp. 882-383. 

(53) Clutterbuck*B Hist, of Herts, vol. iii. p. 12 : Hitchin, 
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(55) Genealogical Memoirs of the Chesters of Chichcley, by B. E. Chester Waters, Tol. i. p. 4. 

(56) Seymour's Survey of London and Westminster, vol. i. p. 505. 

(57) Will of Robert Revell (44 Milles in C.P.G.) ; and Seymour's Survey, vol. i. p. 485. 
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(59) Inq. p.m. Radulphi Astry, Militis, Kent, 11 Hen. YII. No. 90. 

(60) Hasted's Hist, of Kent, 8vo, vol. v. p. 851 : Langley. Idem, vol. y. p. 516 : Otham, 

(61) Inq. p.m. Radulphi Astry, Militis, Kent and Middlesex, 16 Hen. YIII. No. 8 (Ezoheqaer), 

and 16 Hen. YIII. No. 165 (Chadcery). 

(62) Newcourt's Repertorium, vol. i. p. 825 ; Seymour's Survey of London, vol. i. p. 404. 

(63) Hasted's History of Kent, 8vo, vol. iv. p. 29 : All Hallows in the Hundred of Hoo. 

(64) Tomlin'B Perambulation of Islington, 4to, 1858, pp. 34-88 ; Fuller's Worthies, 1662, 

p. 179. 

(65) Pedigree of Astry in the Visitation of London 1568, in the College of Aims. 

(66) Pedigree of Astry recorded in the College of Arms, H. 15, part i. p. 128. 

(67) Pedigree of Astry recorded in the College of Arms in ms. H. 14, fo. 22. 

(68) Newcourt's Repertorium, vol. i. p. 867. 

(69) Pedigree of Pigott of Beachampton in Lipscomb's History of Bucks, vol. iv. p. 287. 

(70) Inq. p.m. Wilielmi Astry, Kent, 85 Hen. VIII. No. 80 (Chancery). 

(71) Inq. p.m. Wiliehni Astry, 85 Hen. VIII. Kent (Court of Wards, vol. i. fol. 86, No. 98). 

(72) Pedigree of Astry in Visitation of Hunts 1613, printed by the Camden Society. 
{73) Communicated by Rev. W. D. Sweeting of Peterborough. 

(74) See I in Appendix of Extracts from Parish Registers. 

(75) Pedigree of Rotherham in Visitation of Beds 1634. 

(76) Inq. p.m. Alicie Astry, Beds. Taken at Ampthill 1 Dec. 4 Eliz. (Court of Wards, ToL 

viii. fol. 5). 

(77) Pedigree of Pigott in Le Neve's Knights, printed by Harleian Society, p. 115. 

(78) Pedigree of Mallory in Visitation of Beds 1634. 

(79) Inq. p.m. Radulphi Astry Arm., Beds. Taken at Ampthill 7 Dec. 41 Eliz. No. 31. 

(80) See K in Appendix of Extracts from Parish Registers. 

(81) See M in Appendix of Extracts from Parish Registers. 
•(82) Probatio SDtatis Henrici Astry, Gen., 43 Eliz. No. 6. 

(83) Inq. p.m. Henrici Astry, Militis, Beds, 6 Car. I. No. 167 (Court of Wards 1680, bundle 48). 

(84) From the Parish Register of Harlington, Beds. See L in Appendix of Extracts from 

Parish Registers. 
(84A) Pedigree of Anderson in Clutterbuck's Hist, of Herts, vol. i. p. 285 ; Collins' Baronetage 
1741, vol. ii. p. 384. 

(85) Inq. p.m. William Astry 1632, Beds ; Cole's Escheats, Harleian mss. in British MoBenm, 

No. 758, fo. 84. 

(86) Pedigree of Dormer of Lee Grange in Baker's Northamptonshire, vol. i. p. 668. 

(87) Pedigree of Dormer in Le Neve's Knights, printed by Harleian Society 1870, p. 144. 

(88) 7th Report of Historical mbs. Commission, p. 70. 

(89) Pedigree of Astry and Penyston in College of Arms, J. D. 14, fo. 259. 

(90) Wood's AthenflD Oxon. 1727, Fasti, vol. ii. p. 206. 

(91) Hardy's Catalogue of Chancellors and Officers in Chancery 1843, p. 94. 

(92) Pedigree of Hatton, Barts., in Kimber's Baronetage, vol. i. p. 872. 

(93) Calendar of Treasury Papers, imder date of 12 Sept. 1712. 

(94) Le Neve's Fasti, Hardy's edition. 

(95) The Genealogist, edited by G. W. Marshall, vol. iii p. 81. 

(96) Mnnk*s RoU of the College of Physicians 1861, vol. L p. 405 ; Wood's Athenn Ozon. 1721, 

▼oL ii. Fasti, p. 216. 

(97) Rudder's Histoiy of Gloaoestenhire, p. 496. 
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(9t) CoQIikt* PtttASft 1779, foL y. p. 870. 



iioo) F^rom her M.I. at Paddington, Beds, 
lot) OoDiiM' PMMge 1779, toL ill. p. 186. 



(99) GoUiiiMiii'i ffifl. (tf BoBMHWi, fd. iL p. 801 : Lang AihUm. 

>) 

r) 
(los) I am indebted to Ifr. Stephen Tneker, Bomenet Henld, for my knowledge of the Garter- 
plate of the leoond Dnke of Bntherland, and for asBiitance in marshalling the armo- 
rial shield at p. 99. 

(103) Commnnioated by F. A. Blaydes, Esq., of Tilsworth, Beds. 

(104) ICabbuob Liobubes (from Colonel J. L. Chester's Colleotions) : (15) 

{From the BUhop of London^s Regittry,) 

1620-1. Jan. 17, John Bntterfleld of St. Maiy, Islington, Merehant Taylor, and 

Eluabbth Astbib, spinster, daughter of ... . Astrie, deed. To many 

at Highgate, Middlesex. 
1683. Jvlj 86, Jambs Astbt, gent, of the City of London, bachelor, aged 25, and 

Disjia Bee, spinster, aged 88, dan^ter of Edward Bee ol little Bt. 

Bartholomew's, London. To many at St. Bride's or St. Faith's, London. 
(They were married at St. Bride's, 28th Jnly 1688.) 

1707-8. March 22, Clobbby Bbomlbt, Esq., of St. James, Westminster, bachelor, 
aged abont 28. To marry Mrs. Dorothy Bromley of St. Marthi's-in-the- 
^elds, spinster, aged 16, with the consent of her goazdian, Charlee 
LongncTille, Esq., of the Inner Temple. 
(They were married at St. Anne's, Weatminster, 25th March 1706.) 

{From the Faeultj Office.) 

1697-8. Jan. 12, Willum Bbohlby, Esq., of Bagginton, Warwickshire, widower, 
aged about 83. To many the Honourable Elizabeth StaweU of St. James, 
Westminster, spinster, aged about 22, at St. James, Westminster. 
(Their marriage is not recorded in the Register of St. James's parish.) 
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EXTRACTS FBOM PARISH BEaiSTERB. 

(A) St. Jame$% Brutol (examined by Henry Wasbnmgh, Esq., of Briftol, 1877). 

1559. Maxoh 29, John and James, the sonnes of William Chester, Impi, 
1564. May 17, Thomas Chester buried. 

1567. Ooi 7, Agnis the wife of Thom. Chester bnried. 

1568. Sept. . . . Rowland Williams and Elisabeth Chester manML 
1572-3. Jan. 3, Mr. William Chester bnried. 

1580-1. Feb. 14, Edward Chester buried. 

1583. Sept. 24, Mr. Thomas Chester of St. John's parish buried. 

1588. Oct 26, John, the son of Mr. Wm. Chester, bnried. 
1584-5. Feb. 18, John, the sons of John Chester, bapt. 

1593. Jnly 12, Water, the sone of Water Chester, bapt. 

1594. Not. 19, Thomas, son of same, bapt. Bnried 22 May 1602. 
1595-6. Jan. 24, Jone, dan. of Water Chester, bapt. 

1606. Sept. 18, Phillipe Langlie and Katrine Chester married. 
1617-18. Feb. 23, Ellynor, the wife of William Chester, buried. 
1641. Sept. 27, Mr. Walter Chester buried. 
1645. Dec. 26, Mrs. Elizabeth Chester bur., aged 86. 

(B) 8t. Thoma8% Brittol (examined by H. Waihrouc^ Esq.). 

1564-5. Feb. . . • Mrs. Mawd Chester buried. 
1632-3. Feb. 10, John, son of Thomas Chester, bapt 

(C) Chnet Church, BrUtol (from Mr. F. Qrigson's CoOeeiloiis). 

1667. Dec. 25, John, son of Domyniok Chester, bapt Buried 11 Feb. 1557-8. 
1559-60. March 19, Domynick, son of same, bapt 
1561-2. March 6, Alice, dan. of same, bapt. 

1563. Aug. 24, Arthur Chester bapt. 

8t, Werhergh% Bristol (from Ifr. F. Grigsoo). 

1564. May 26, Thomas Chester, son-in-law to George Higgins, buried. 

p) St, Stephen% BrUtol (from Mr. F. Origson). 
Marriages : 

1560. Sept. 8, George Higgins A Marye Chester, widow of James Chester. 

1569. Sept. 26, Thomas Chester A Eatherine Smith, late wife of Robert Bmittb 
1586-7. Feb. 25, Thomas Holcombe A Bridget Chester. 

1591. May 2, William Browne A Marie Chester. 

1593. Deo. 16, Thomas Jewell A Elizabeth Chester. 

Baptisms : 

1567. Not. 14, Marie, daughter of Mr. Chester. 
1570-1. ICar. 9, Marie, daughter of Mr. Edward Chester. 

1571. Oct. 12, Prisdlla, daughter of Mr. Domynioke Chester. 

1573. Sept. 12, James, son of Edward Chester. 
1574-5. Feb. 21, Robert, son of same. 

1576. Not. 5, Elizabeth, dao. of satia. 

1577. Not. 89, Bridget, dML of sime. 
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Burialt : 

1572. April 23, Mari Chesier, wife of Mr. Domynioke Cheniw. 
1589. Oct. 6, Katerine Chester, widdow. 

St, Nicholas, Bristol (from Mr. F. Grigson). 

1584. April 23, Matthew Hayelon & Joyce Chester married. 
1570. June 25, Edward Chester Sb Bridget Slocombe married. 

(E) 8t, Johii'it Bristol (examined by Henry Wasbrongh, Esq.)* 

1558-9. Feb. viii., Walter, sonne of John Chester, bapt. 
1581-2. Jan. 2, AJye, danghter.of William Chester, bapt. 
1567-8. Feb. 14, Maisteris Chester buried. 

1569. Nov. 20, Damitie, serrant to Mr. Chester, bur. 
1573-4. Jan. 4, Robert Pryns and Mary Chester married. 

1574. Nov. 24, Mr. John Caplyn and Anne Chester marr. 
1591-2. Feb. 20, William, son of Walter Chester, bapt. 

(F) 8t, Thomas Apostle, London (from Colonel J. L. Chester's ms. Collections). 

1620. Dec. 17, Walter, son of Walter and Jane Chester, bapt. 
1631-2. Feb. 1, Mary, dan. of Walter and Jane Chester, buried. 

St, Mary Aldermary, London (from Colonel J. L. Chester's us^ Collections). 

Baptisnu : 

1622. Deo. 28, Thomas, son of Walter Chester, clokemaker, bapt. 

1625. July 17, Mary, dan. of Walter Chester, clokemaker, bapt. 

1634. July 10, Charles, son of Walter Chester, clokemaker, bapt. 
^ 1648. April 21, Thomas, son of Thomas Chester, draper, and Mary, bapt. 

1650. Nov. 19, Mary, dan. of same. 

1652. Nov. 16, Jane, dan. of same. 
1654-5. Jan. 27, Phillis, dan. of same, bom the same day. 
1656-7. Jan. 21, Anne, dan. of same, bom the same day. 
1658-9. Feb. 18, Walter, son of same, bom 6 Feb. 

1660. April 2, Charles, son of same, bom the same day. 

1662. May 23, Sarah, dan. of same, bom 7 May. 
1665. May 18, Frances, dan. of same, bom 7 May. 

Marriage : 

1647. April 22, ThomaB Chester of this parish, draper, and Mary Dorbarr of St. Thomas Apostle, 

virgin. 

Burials : 

1588. May 15, Gtiles Chester, servant to Mr. John Warter. 
1636. Nov. 22, Walter, son of Walter Chester. 

1648. Oct 12, Mr. Walter Chester, Merchant Taylor. 

1660. May 80, Mrs. Jane Chester, widow of Mr. Walter Chester. 

1663. Oct. 10, Sarah, dan. of Thomas Chester. 
1665. Oct. 7, Anne Chester, dan. of same. 

(G) St, Vedast, Foster-lane, London, (25) 

1654-5. Jan. 12, Mr. Thomas Chester, Esq., and Mrs. Elizabeth How, gentlewoman, were married 
by the now Lord Mayor, and afterwards by Mr. Pemberton oar minister. 

St. Andrew^s, Holbom, London, (29) 
1728. Nov. 1, St. John Chester, from Sa&on Hill, buried. 
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Mercers^ Chapel, London* (15) 

1736-6. Feb. 28, Thomas Chester of Knowle, in the parish of Almondsbnry, 00. Qlonoester, 
Esquire, and Mary Gwinnett of Shordington, in the parish of Badgeworth, widow, were 
married by Mr. Anthony Chester, Chaplain to the Mercers' Company. 

St, Jameses, Westmintter, (29) 

1741. Feb. 21, Elizabeth Lnpy, dan. of Richard Chester, Esq., and Lnpy his wife, baptized. 

(H) Almondshury, Qlouceitershire (certified by Rev. Thos. Murray Browne, Vicar 1877). 

1696. May 25, Thomas, ye son of Tho. Chester, Esq., bapt. 

1697. May 25, Anne, dan. of same, bapt. Buried 16 March 1697-8. 

1698. Jime 30, William, son of same, bapt. 
1700-1. Jan. 11, Richard, son of same, bapt. 
1701-2. Feb. 14, Charles, son of same, bapt 

1702. Joly 1, St. John Astry, son of same, bapt. 

1703. Aug. 2, Anno, dan. of same, bapt. Buried 3 Aug. 1703. 

1700-1. Jan. 26, Mr. Edward Freeman, Attomey-at-law, and Mrs. Katharine Clhester, married. 

1703. Aug. 6, Mrs. Anne Chester, wife of Tho. Chester, Esq., buried. 

1704. Feb. 27, Tho. Chester, Esq., buried. 

1716. Aug. 16, Sir Wm. Cann of the parish of Bussleton, Somersetshire, and Madam Elizabeth 
Chester, daughter of Tho. Chester, Esq., of this parish, deed., were married by Mr. 
Darby, Vicar of Henbury (vide the Register-book of Henbury parish). 

1742. Dec. 26, Thomas Master the younger of Cirencester, gentleman, and Elizabeth Chester 

Cann of this parish, married. 

(I) St, Helen'St BUhopsgatet London, (15) 

1618. Nov. 25, Thomas Seaborne of Blnntsham, Hunts, yeoman, and Mary Astry, mayden dan. 

of Thomas Astiy of Somersham, Hunts, gent., married. 
1656. Oct. 9, Richard Astry, gent., and Elizabeth Stebbins, spinster, both of this parish, 

married. 
1678-9. Jan. 23, James Astry buried in the North He. 
1682. May 31, Mrs. Astry buried in North He. 

St, Mary's, Huntingdon, (25) 

1661-2. March 20, Mary, dan. of Richard Astry, gent., and his wife Mary, bapt. Bora 6 March. 
1663-4. Feb. 26, Thomas Astry, son of same, bapt. Bom 22 Feb. 

1666. April 11, Elizabeth Astry, dan. of same, bapt 
1670-1. March 8, Mary, wife of Richard Astry, gent., buried. Died 6 March. 

1711. Nov. 14, Mary, wife of Mr. Richard Astry, buried. 

1714. Aug. 4, Mr. Richard Astry, alderman, buried. 

(K) Great Milton, Oxon. (15) 

Baptismt : 

1613. Oct. 24, Anne, dan. of Ralph Astrey, gent. 
1614-15. Jan. 20, Blillicent, dan. of same. 

1616. Oct. 20, Francis, son of same. 
1617-18. March 22, Ralph, son of same. 

1619. April 26, Michael, son of same. 

1621. April 8, Henry, son of same. 

1622. Oct. 9, Ralph, son of same. 
1628-4. March 18, William, son of same. 
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1659-60. Feb. 20, FnaeiB, son of Vranaa Astxej, gent, wms hom, 
1661. Not. 13, Elizabeth, dan. of Vnada Airej of little MOton. 
1666. Dee. 20, Ann e, dmn. of same. 

1690. Sept 4, Wmiam, son of WOUam Astrej, gent, of Little MOton. 
1692-3. Feb. 22, Francis, son of same. 
1699. April 11, Bobert, son of same and Jane bis wife. 

BmHoIs: 

1618. Not. 2, Anne, daa. of Balfe Astray, gent 

1654. Dee. 6, Balfe Astray, gent 

1694. Not. 15, Ifr. Frsneis Astxej of Little IGHon, gent 

1694. Dee. 1, Ifr. Frsneis Astraj of Ozfotd (hU son). 

AU Saimts, Oxford. (%$) 
1664. June 29, Fraaeis, son of Franeis Astrae, bapt 

Chriit Ckmeh Cathedral^ Oxford. {%$) 

1707-8. Feb. 17, Mr. Thomas Smith, B.D. of the UniTersitj, and Mrs. Elisabeth Asti^ of th« 
atj of Oxford, widow, mamed. 

St. P€Ur'i-in'tkt £a$t, Oxford. {%$) 

1714. Oct 17, Hester Anstiy buried. 
1717-18. Jan. 4, Henry Gimmett of Thame and Anne Astray of MUton wsrried hj lieease. 

(L) Toddin^Um^ Btdi, (103) 
1659. May 14, Mr. FnAcis Astsrie boiied. [He was buied at HariingtoB 19 May.] 

• 

HtirHngtont Btd$ (oommnnioated by D«dl^ O. Caiy-Elwes, Esq., of Bedfbrd). 

1668. Oot. 10, Mr. Jsmss, loa of Fhi&ols Astr^, Esq., and Dorothy his wif^ bapt Born 

14 Oct 
1057. Attn. 27, Dormer, ion of same, bapt 
1059, May 19, Franois Aitriiy, Rsq., buried. 
1059. Nftpi. 22, ... . lUwlittS, Esq., and Mary Aitrey married. 
1059. I)«d. 20, Dormer Aiiirey buried. 

1004, May 0, Mrs. Dorollgp Aiirey, laio m\H of Franois Astnty, Esq., buied. 
lOMO. »rttly 9, PittiflNlim, son of Jumss 4sir«y, Esq., Mid Anne hia wife, bapt 
10M9. Msy tl, Mrs. Mary Aslry burisd. 

1709. Miiyi 15, ilr JamsN Asftry, Kt, buHsd. 

1710, 08i. 19, JittisN Ailry, Hiiq., bttrisd. 

th\i^hhim rMMfHNC, IU4ix (10)) 
1015, N(Hf. «l, Mr. WllltifH Atinijf, ifiHi, xA iiM« ttt^i ^«^rM« 

^1. AHty$^% HftlHHi-H Ihm i\in mm. mhUmhMiniii 9t lli N, Oolmyit^ LmomIw HenUQ. 
10il7, NiHfi 0, MMiMbMih, Am, hI Mil* JAtHNN Aiiivy, UMk«t in ObMmiy, mI Amm hk 

1091, Ahm, ii NhM^Mtf AtkH. hi Wf JifHHN AniHiii mA t>*m« Anu^ iNKpti 
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(M) EaUm Soeofit Beds (oertifled by the Vicar, Rot. E. Horley, 1880). 

1598. Oct. 15, Sanotas Johannes, filins Georgii Anstrey, gen., bapt. 

1595. Jane 26, Maria, filia eJQsdem, bapt. 

1596. July 18, Bobertns, filins ejnsdem, bapt. 
1598. Oct. 1, Maria, filia ejnsdem, bapt. 

1605. Ang. 7, Jndith, filia ejnsdem, bapi 

1606. Oct. 20, Grace, filia ejnsdem, bapt. 

Lincoln's Inn Chapel, (25) 

1708. Jnne 21, Lnke Astry, Esq., who died at his chambers ye 16th of Jnne. 

Dec. 17, Richard Orlebar of Hinwick, Beds, and Diana Astry of Henbury, Oloacester- 
shire, married. 

AU Hallows Barking, London, (25) 

1689. Nov. 21, William Bromley, Esq., of the Connty of Warwick, widower, and Trerar 
Fortree, of St. Giles-in-the-Fidds, virgin, married by license. 

The Chapel Royal, Whitehall, London, (25) 
1784. March 25, Frands Bromley and Rebecca Gastrell married. 

Wiekham, Hants. (25) 

1788. Jnly 80, William, son of Rev. Francis Bromley and Rebecca, bapt. 
1740. Dec 7, Frances, dan. of same, bapt. 

St. James's, Westminster. (25) 

1756. May 8, William Bromley, Esq., and Bridget Dayenport, both of this parish, married 
by license of the Bishop of London. 



8t, James's, Bristol (from Barrett's HMtory of Bristol). 

An altar-tomb, ooToring a yanlt, stood against the wall of the old Priory in the churchyard, with 
these inscriptions : 

* James Chester, died 17th March 1560. 
William Chester, died Ist Jan. 1572. 
Edward Chester, died 1580. 

Walter, son of William Chester, died 21st Sept. 1641, aged 88. 
Thomas Chester, Sheriff of Gloncestershire 1577, was bnried 24th Sept. 1588.* 

The following memorandum of the destruction of this tomb in 1744 was discoTered by Mr. H. 8. 
Wasbrongh. It ii pasted on the cover of an old book of churchwardens* accounts : 

* June 15th, 1744. Upon a fryday morning, betwen three and fewer of the dock, I, Thomas Harris, 
see Jacob Osborne, the freestone mason, take down the toumb oauld Mr, Chesters ould toomb, with the 
asistance of to or three of Mr. Job Gardiners men, and they put the top stone of the above ould monu- 
ment upon Mr. Ghurdiners brewers dray and his horse. ... I veryly beleved it to be haldit to Mr. 
Osbomes yard, and, as they tould me, broke the stone in hailing it to the yard. Likewise the same 
persons, and at the same time allso, tookt the other ould monument that stud erected in some part of 
the wall, I mene the top stone w . . . into a part of the wall which is, I think, now standing. They 
were all forbid to take any of those materials away out of the churchyard by the jnner churchwarden, I 
think then Mr. Cristoper Lilly. 

* Thos. Habbxs, Parish Clerk of Si James.' 
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CALENDARS OP WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 

WILLS OF CHESTER PBOYED IN THE PBEROGATIYE OOUBT OF OANTEBBUBT 

BEFOBE 1760. 

The initial Utten affixed indicate to which family of Chester the Testator belonged: 

A denotes the Chesters of Almondshwry, 

B of Bristol 

of Chicheley. 

E of Leigh, in Essex, 

H of Hertfordshire, 



1471. Hetirions Chester . 


. Bristol 


1 Wattys, B. 


1476. WiUielmns Chester . 


. London 


. 28 Wattys, C. 


1484. Dua Agnes Chester . 


. London 


9 Logge, C. 


1485. Alicia Chester . 


. Bristol 


14 Logge, B. 


1487. John Chester . 


• Bristol 


. 23 Milles, B. 


1505. Dame Alice Chester . 


• London 


35 Holgrave, C. 


1518. John Chester . 


. London 


18 Fetiplace, C. 


1534. Edith Chester . 


. Beding 


9 Hogan. 


1559. William Chester 


• Bristol 


62 Cheyney, B. 


1560. James Chester . 


. Bristol 


39 Mellerch, B. 


1564. Maude Chester. 


. Bristol 


80 Stevenson, B. 


1566. William Chester 


. Herts 


5 Ciymes, H. 


1569. John Chester . 


. Line. 


1 Sheffield. 


1573. William Chester 


. Bristol 


10 Peter, B. 


1580. John Chester . 


. London 


37 ArondeL 


1582. Thomas Chester 


. Somerset . 


. 86 Tyrrwhitt. 


1584. Thomas Chester 


. Bristol 


. 36 Butts, A. 


1585. Dame Magdalen Chester . 


. Herts 


• 44 Bmdenell, H. 


1588. Giles Chester . 


. Bristol 


50 Butland, B. 


1590. Tianrence Chester 


• London 


71 Diury. 


1591. Henry Chester . 


. Bristol 


. 33 St. Barbe, B. 


1608. William Chester, Esq. 


. London 


. 57 Windebank, C. 


1611. Amhrose Chester 


. Kent 


. 77 Wood. 


1614. John Chester . 


• Somerset • 


10 Lawe. 


1621. John Chester . 


. Somerset . 


. 92 Dale. 


1625. WilUam Chester 


• London 


. 47 Clark. 


1628. Bichard Chester 


• • 


82 Barrington. 


1632. Biohard Chester 


> • Essex 


43 Audley, E. 


1635. Sir Anthony Chester, Bt. 


. Bnoks 


. 128 Sadler, C. 


1641. Sir Bohert Chester, Et. 


. Herts 


. 25 Evelyn, H. 


Walter Chester. 


. Bristol . 


12 Evelyn. B. 


1642. Lady Anne Chester . 


• Herts 


. 83 Cambell, H. 


1647. Dr. Granado Chester, D.D 


• Herts 


12 Fines, H. 


1648. Walter Chester 


• London 


. 141 Essex, B. 


Elizabeth Chester • 


. London . 


. 191 Essex. 


1649. George Chester 


. Essex 


. 120 Fairfax, E. 


Bobert Chester, Esq. 


. Essex 


. 120 Fairfax, E. 


1650. Abraham Chester . 


• Canterbury 


. 196 Pembroke. 
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1658. William Chester 


. Dunstable 


• 89 Brent. 


Samuel Chester 


Sussex 


. 146 Brent. 


Henry Chester . 


Bromley . 


. 218 Brent. 


Dorothy Chester 


. London 


. 888 Brent. 


1654. Thomas Chester 


. London . 


. 475 Allehim 


1655. Thomas Chester 


. Cambridge 


. 189 Aylett. 


Agnes Chester . 


. Kent 


. 856 Aylett. 


1656. Elenor Chester . . 


. London 


. 848 Berkeley. 


1657. John Chester . 


. Northampton . 65 Ruthen. 


John Chester . 


. York 


. 237 Ruthen. 


1658. William Chester 


. Gloucestershire . 897 PeU, B. 


Edward Chester 


. Cambridge 


. 868 Pell, H. 


1661. Biohard Chester 


. York 


2 May. 


1665. John Chester . 


. . Middlesex . 


. 158 Hyde. 


1666. Sir Henry Chester, E.B. . 


. Beds 


. 158 Mico, C. 


1670. Thomas Chester 


. London 


. 116 Penn, B. 


1671. Catherine Chester . 


. Northampton . 46 Duke, C. 


Sir Edward Chester . 


. . Herts 


. 58 Duke, H. 


1672. Thomas Chester 


. (Mariner) . 


. 119 Eure. 


1676. Edward Chester, Esq. 


. Herts 


. 110 Benoe, H. 


1678. Robert Chester 


(Mariner) . 


88 Reeye. 


1679. John Chester . 


. Middlesex . 


. 114 King. 


1686. Peyton Chester, Esq. 


. Bucks 


. 127 Lloyd, C. 


1687. Thomas Chester, Esq. 


. Gloucestershire . 87 Foot, A. 


Dame Mary Chester . 


• 


169 Foot, C. 


1692. DameMaiyChester,als.Lod] 


ngton Middlesex . 


. 164 Fane, 0. 


1695. William Chester 


. Dunstable 


. 171 Lrby. 


1696. Benjamin Chester . 


. Dunstable 


7 Bond. 


Henry Chester . 


. Middlesex . 


68 Bond. ' 


1698. Henry Chester . 


. Somerset 


.' 226Lort. 


1701. Thomas Chester 


• • 


Deo. 


1703. Thomas Chester 


. Parts 


. 188 Degg. 


1704. Edward Chester . . 


. . 


5 Ash. 


William Chester sen. 


. Parts 


. 59 Ash, C. 


William Chester jnn. 


. Parts 


. 59 Ash, C. 


Mary Chester . 


. Middlesex . 


. May. 


1707. Thomas Chester 


. Parts 


. 57 Poley. 


1708. Edward Chester 


. Beds 


. 


Francis Chester 


. Parts 


March. 


1716. Gamaliel Chester . 


. Essex 


. May, H. 


1718. Edward Chester 


. Herts 


. May, H. 


1721. Mary Chester . 


. Essex 


. March, H. 


Thomas Chester 


. Wilts 


. Sept. 


1725. Elizabeth Chester . 


. Beds 


. . . May. 


1727. Anne Chester . 


. Essex 


. Jan., H. 


John Chester . 


. Kent 


. July. 


Henry Chester . 


. Surrey 


. July, H. 


1730. Samuel Chester 


. London 


• Feb. 


1781. Robert Chester, Esq. 


. Herts 


. July, H. 


Anthony Chester 


. Gloucester 


. Not. 


1738. Elizabeth Chester . 


. Leicestersi 


lire . Jan., C. 


Robert Chester 


. Herts 


. Feb., H. 


1784. Thomas Chester 


. Somerset 


. June. 


1786. Jane Chester . 


. Herts 


. July, H. 


1788. Maiy Chester . 


. London 


. Not. 


1739. Robert Chester 


. Surrey 


. . Aug., H. 


1743. John Chesty . 


. Middlesex 


. Feb. 


1748. Mary Chester . 


. Essex 


. Aug. 


1744. Richard Chester 


. Surrey 


. Not. 


1745. Edward Chester, Esq. 


. Parts 


. April, H. 
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1746. 


WilliAin Chester 




Parts 


. ApxlL 


1748. 


Mary Ghester . 




Essex 


. Oct. 


1749. 


Dame Frances Chester 




Middlesex . 


. Aug., 




John Chester . 




London 


. Sept. 


1761. 


John Chester . 




Middlesex . 


. Jan., C. 


1762. 


Dame Frances Chester 




Derhy 


• Jan., 0. 




John Chester . 




Middlesex . 


. March, 0. 




William Chester 




Parts 


. Not. 




Maiy Chester . 




Surrey 


. Deo. 


1764. 


John Chester . 




Surrey 


. April. 


1766. 


Sir Charles Bagot Chester, Bart. 




C. 


1766. 


Mary Chester . 




Middlesex 


April. 


1767. 


Peter Chester, Esq. . 




Middlesex . 


. July, H. 




Samuel Chester 




Middlesex 


. Sept. 


1768. 


Francis Chester 




Middlesex 


. Jan., C. 




Sarah Chester . 




Herts 


. March. 


1769. 


Catharine Chester 




Herts 


. May. 




Bey. John Chester . 




Somerset 


. June. 


1760. 


John Chester . 




Middlesex . 


. Oct., C. 




Biohard Chester, Esq. 




Warwickshire • Sept., A. 



ADIONISTBATIONS OF CHESTEB IN THE PBEBOGATIVE OFFICE OF CANTEBBUBT 

BEFOBE 1760. 



1663. John Chester . 


. • London . 


8 Sept., C. 


1674. Sir Bohert Chester, Et. . . Boyston . 


26 Not., H. 


Dominick Chester 


. Bristol . 


8 Sept., B. 


1681. Edward Chester 


. Bristol . 


26 Feb., B. 


1694. James Chester . 


. London • 


2 Oct. 


1696. Sir William Chester, 


Ei . . London . 


18 May, C. 


1600. Thomas Chester 


. Bristol . 


11 July, B. 


1602. Bichard Chester 


. Kent 


23 Feb. 


1603. Sir William Chester, 


Et. . . London . 


27 Oct., C. 


1604. John Chester . 


. London 


16 Jan., C. 


Dominic Chester 


. Bristol . 


23 Oct., B. 


1609. John Chester . 


. Essex 


28 March. 


1614. Charles Chester 


. London 


11 July. 


1632. WiUiam Chester 


. Herts 


20 Oct. 


1638. Jane Chester . 


. London . 


9 Not. 


Judith Chester, alfl. 1 


niomton . London . 


9 June, 0. 


1647. John Chester . 


. Parts 


21 July. 


1666. Mary Chester . 


. London . 


29 June. 


1667. Bohert Chester 


. Chippenham 


7 March. 


1668. Thomas Chester 


. CO. Glouc. 


10 Sept., A 


Thomas Chester 


. London . 


80 Jan. 


1669. Thomas Chester 


. Middlesex. 


8 Feb. 


Thomas Chester 


. 00. Glouc. 


17 Feb., A 


1660. Jane Chester . 


. London 


27 July, B. 


Henry Chester. 


. CO. Somerset 


14 Sept. 


1669. John Chester . 


. CO. Northampton 


I 23 Aug., C. 


1676. Thomas Chester 


. London . , 


11 Oct., B. 


1677. Thomas Chester 


. London 


9 July, B. 


1678. Anthony Chester 


. Cheltenham 


26 Jan. 


1682. Thomas Chester 


. London 


6 Not., B. 


1683. Theodore Chester . 


. Argiers . 


16 Jan., H. 


1691. George Chester 


. Kent 


3 Oct. 


1693. Anne Chester . 


. London 


23 Feb., H. 


1696. Samuel Chester 


. (Mariner) . 


. 23 March. 
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1699. Dorothy Chester 




Cornwall . 


. 12 July, 0. 


1701. Heseltine Chester . 




Essex 


• Not., H. 


1705. Mary Chester, als. Fairer . 




Herts 


. May, H. 


1714. Jane Chester . 




Beds 


May. 


1717. Jane Chester . 




London 


. Aug. 


1719. Thomas Chester 




\Vilts 


. Nov. 


1721. Robert Chester. 




Herts 


. Deo., H. 


1725. Elizabeth Chester . 




Dunstable . 


May. 


1726. Granado Chester 




Middlesex . 


. June, H. 


1727. Lady Elizabeth Cann, als. Chester 




June, A. 


1728. William Chester 




Middlesex . 


. Aug. 


Dr. Peter Chester . 




Essex 


. Aug., H. 


Susanna Chester, als. Smith 




Kent. 


. June. 


1729. St. John Astry Chester 




Oxford 


. Nov., A. 


Robert Chester . 




Herts 


. H. 


Edward Chester 




Herts 


. April, H. 


Mary Chester . 




Essex 


• Feb., H. 


1784. Thomas Chester 




Middlesex , 


. April. 


1787. Thomas Chester 




Middlesex . 


. Sept., C. 


1740. Anne Lee, als. Chester 




Middlesex . 


. Jan., C. 


1742. Theodora Chester . 




Essex 


. Feb., H. 


1748. Thomas Chester 




Middlesex 


. April. 


1746. John Chester . 


• 


Sussex 


, July. 


1748. Mary Chester . 




Essex 


. June, H. 


Maiy Carbery, als. Chester 




Ireland 


. Deo. 


Sir John Chester, Bart. 




Bucks 


. C. 


1749. Theodosia Chester . 




Essex 


. May, H. 


1752. Anthony Chester 






Parts 


. Not., C. 


William Chester 






Parts 


. NOY. 


1758. Theodosia Chester 






Essex 


• . May, H. 


Thomas Chester 






Surrey 


May. 


Henry Chester . 






Surrey 


May. 


1754. John Chester . 






Surrey 


. ApriL 


1755. Thomas Chester 






Parts 


. Jan. 


1757. Granado Chester 






London 


. Jan., H. 


John Chester . 






Parts 


• May. 


1758. Nathaniel Chester 






Gloucester 


. April. 


1759. Edmond Chester 






Middlesex 


March. 


Thomas Chester 


• 




Parts 


. April. 



Ill 



The YWb and Administrations marked A and B are all printed in this Tolnme. 
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WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS OF A8TRY IN CP.C. BEFORE 1708, 



1404. 

isai. 

1603. 
ISIS. 
1623. 

IBM. 



1S31. 
1033. 

1638. 
1664. 

lese. 



1703, 
1704. 
1707. 
1766. 



Sir Ralph Aatry. Kt.. of London. (19 Voi,) 

Itdlph Aatryof Loudon, (S Blamp'.) 

■William Astry of London, (14 Elamyr,) 

Thomaa Aatry of Hitohin, HertH. (10 Ayloffo, ) 

Lady Margaret Aatry of London, (25 Bodfeld.) 

Ralpli Astry of Harlington, Beds. (9 Brndeoall.) 

Edward Astry of Stolie GoliiinRton, BncliB. [63 Wmdaor.) 

Ralph Astry of Burlington, Beds. (6 Eiitd.) 

WUliam Aatry ot London ncd Bneka. (96 Rndd.) 

Bir Henry Aatry of Harliufrtou, Beds. (BS Soroope,) 

John Astry of Bhelton, Beds. (7 St. John.) 

Thomas Aatry of Toioland. Hants. Admon. 

John Aatry ot London. (36 BaEaell.) 

Ralph Astry of Little MUtou, Oxon, (426 Alchin.) 

Mutha Aatry of Toaeland, Ennts. (SO BeFkeley.) 

William Astry of Hnabomo Crawley, Beda. (36 WdoUod.) 

Franda Astry of Harlingtort, Beda. (3G0 Pell.) 

St John Aatry of HolyweU. Huata. (159 Nabh,) 

Dorothy Astry of Harlington, Beds, (46 Bmoe.) 

James Astry of London. (1 King.) 

Diana Aatry of London, (67 Cottle.) 

Boiiert Aatry of London, (19 Dogg.) 

Sir Samnei Aatry, Kt., of Honhnry, oo. Gloue. (17fi Aah.) 

Lnlie AEtry of lincoln'B-inu. (135 Barrett.) 

Francis Astry, D.D,, ot HarlicgtoD, Beda, (395 Tyndall,] 



Full abstrftcts ot all those Willa and AdminiatratioDS are printed in this Tolnme, with tbo exception of 
the two which arc printed below : 

WniUM Abtbby of Hcsbohbb Ceawibt, Beds, Yeoiiah. Will dated 7th Hoy, 1657. 

To be bnried in Ensbornc Churchyard. 

My wife Martha to aoll the honso and close wbere Henry Byers nla. Sadler dweUa, and trhioh were 
bought ot Thomas Smith, doctor, latu ot Hnsbomc Crowley, deceased. 

To my eldest eon Robert Astrey the house wherein I now dwell after the death ot my wife, on condi- 
tion that he pays to my danghtera Mary and Martha, and to ray son William, £10 each. My wife to ba 
my ciecatrii, and my brother Thomas Peerce ot little Liotord, Baclis, and Edmond Green of Hna- 
bome Crawley to be overseers of my Will. 

Witntitcs : Thomas Green, Thomas Peerce, Thomas Bam, 

Will proved in O.P.O. on 2lBt Jitn, 1658-9. [30 Wootton.j 

BoBBET Abtbs of THE pAsiBH S, Maetin'6 is-TBi-FiKLDB, GsHT. Will dated 17th March 1698. 

To the three children of Mr, William ABtrey of Little Milton, 0\on, £100; and to Hngh, John, and 
Thomas Enataco, song of Hugh Enstaoc of Little Milton the tike snm ot £100, to be paid into the lunds 
ot their respectiTe fathers. 

To tho toor children ot Mr. Francis Astrey, lato of Oxford, mercer, deceased, £100. 

To the three children of Thomas Snrbau, late o! Oxford, meroer, £100, to be paid to their s^d 
father. 

To John Kctchlowe, who was body coachman to the lato Qneon Mary, £40. 

To Gny Stone of 8. Martin'a- in -Fields, aword-cntler, £40. 

To Bamnel Gilman, son of Samnei Oilman ot Windsor, Berks, apotheoary, £40, on condition that 
Bamnel the father cornea to toy boryal. 

To Edmnnd Ball, son of Lenrcnco Ball, wbo waa sargoont of the babehonsc to tho late Eiiig 
Charles II., £'20, 

To Richard Woodnoth, gentleman server to his grooe the present Archbishop of Conterboty, £10, 

To ' Captain FQeld, Maater Cooke' to the said Archbishop, £10, 

To Mr. Paul CoUiQS, in whose (lic) I lodge, £1@. 
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To Samnel Jeremy, son of Mr. Jeremy, embroider at the Twisted Posts in Long Acre, £20. 

To William Perks, living near Hongerford Market in the Strand, £10. 

All my books and £15 to John Hammond, nnder-hoasekeeper of his Majesty's house at Kensington. 

The said John Eetchlowe and Guy Stone to be my execators and residuary legatees. 

To Lieutenant William Rose all the moneys due to me by a bond from him. 

Witnenet : William Sbarpe, Edward Violet, Anthony Blount, Benjamin Wilcock. 

Will proved 8th February 1702-8 in P.C.C. by John Eetchlowe and Guy Stone. [Degg 19.] 



Will of Sib Maubicb Dennys, Et., the grand- uncle of William Chester's wife, and the former owner of 

the Hundred and Manor of Barton Regis. {See p. 80.) 

SiB Maubicb Dennys of London, Et. Will dated 20th Oct. 1562. 

To my wife Elisabeth, all my plate, jewels, and household stuff; also all my manors in Eent, with 
my manor of Barton Regis in Gloucestershire, and the Hundred of Eing*8 Barton in the same county ; 
and also my manor of Olveston in Gloucestershire ; to the intent that she shall, * within .... years after 
my death, bargain and sell the same to the most benefit and profit,* in order to provide for the payments 
of my debts. 

Whereas I haye, by deed dated 1st Feb., in the second year of Queen Elizabeth, mortgaged to Rowland 
Haward, Alderman of London, and to Francis Bower, Citizen and Grocer, my manor of Siston in Glouces- 
tershire, for the sum of £2200, I direct that the mortgage debt be paid off out of the proceeds of the 
manors hereinbefore ordered to be sold ; and I deyise the said manor of Siston, together with my manor 
of Pucklechurch in Gloucestershire, to my wife Dame Elizabeth for life, and after her death to my 
nephew, Richard Dennys, Esq., in tail male, with remainder to my brother, Sir Walter Dennys, Et., and 
to his heirs for ever. 

To my nephew, Francis Dennys of the Temple, an annuity of £16 a year out of the rents of my 
estate at Pucklechurch. 

To my wife Dame Elizabeth and her heirs, my mansion, garden, and premises that I now occupy in 
St. Jones-lane for her life, and my other messuages and tenements in St. Jones-street and in St Jones- 
lane, in the county of Middlesex. 

To Audrey Dennys, towards her marriage, 200 marks, to be paid to her by my said wife within three 
years after my death. 

To my sister, Mary Dennys, an annuity of £10 a year for her life. 

My said wife to be my sole executrix. 

Witnesses : Richard Dennys ; John Bowhtoff, Sergoant-at-Law ; Francis Dennys ; Thomas Walker. 

Will prored in C.P.C. 9th Feb. 1562-3. 
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IKQDI8ITI0NEB POBT MORTEM. 

I5G9 [9Elk.).2eDed., WiLLUH CHsaTEB, Aldsnnan of Bmtol, died 4 Sept. IG58, MiMd of 
lands in Bodfocd, in the parieti of Weitsrli?}', in the county of Glonctstei. James 
Cheetor, his son iind heir, was *ged 30 and apwsrds. (See p. 9.) 

1S60 (3 Eliz.). 37 Sept,, taken at CireDcceter. Jaues Cheeteii, merohant of Bniitol, died 
IG April I6U0. seised of Uuids !□ Itodford. Edwacd CUeetcr, Us eon and heir, was 
aged 16 and npwarde. (See p. U.) 

1601 (2 James I.). 36 Sept.. tak^n at Bristol. EnwAnn Cqesteb. merL-bant of Bristol, died 
13 Feb, tC81-2, seised of !ands in Ilodford, &a. Jamee Cbueter. bis sod and heir, 
WB3 aged 31 years and 14 dajs at tbo date of the inquest. (Scf p. 16.) 

1607 (G James I,), 16 Deo., taken at Chippin;; Sodbnrj, oo, Gloncestcr. Wiluau Cdebteb, 
Esq., died 13 Oot. lOOT, feised of tbo manors of Almondsbury and Barton Regis, of 
the Hundred and Libert; of Barton Rugis, and of lands in Eiugsnood and OnlstoD. 
Tbomaa Chester, hia son and heir, was aged QO years 1 month and 23 days at the 
date of his father's death ; and Catherine, widow of the deceased, is alive aod veil 
(valet) at Almondshnry. (See p. 34.) 



Ii95. Oat. 13. Sin BiLrE 



f, St.. Alderman of LondoD, Kont (10 Hen. VJI. Ko. S 



iCbsn- 



7 Eieheqner}. 

son and heir, was aged 33 and npwarda at the date of the inqnest. (See p. SI.) 
1531. Hot. 3, Sia Ralph Astbt, Kt., after the death of Dame Margery Astrj, his widow, Kent 

(IR Hen. Mn. No. 165 Cbancerj). William Astry, son and heir ol Thomas, brother 

and heir of WiUiam and Ralph, sons of Sic Ralph, was 31 years old and npwarda at 

the date of the ioqaest. (See p. 39.) 
IG43. May 2, Williau Abtry, of Stoke Goldiog, Bncks, Gent.. Kent. (35 Hon. VIII. No. 80 

Chancery, and Court of Wards, vol. 1. p. 36). He died 2 Janu 1513, when his sou 

and heir, Thomaa Astry, was II years old and upwards. (See p. I!6 ) 
1G61. Dee. 1, Alice Astdy, wife of Ralph Astry, Esq , Beds (Court at Wards, vol viii. fo. G). 

She died on 2 March 1660-1, and her son and heir, George Rothoibam, waa 20 years 

old on the feast of St. Matthias the Apostio last past. (See p. 71.) 
159S. Dec. 7, Rali'b Astry, Esq., Beds (11 Eliz. Part 1. No. 31 Chancery). He died on 

7 Aug. lu9S, wheo his boo and heir, Henry Asti'y, was 21 years aiidG months old. 

(S^(p,75.) 
IGOI. Proof of bis majority by Uenui Astht. Gent,. Beds (Probationes iftatis, 13 Eliz. No. 6). 

He was horn in his grandfather's boBse at Harlington Woodend on 21 Feb. 1676-7. 

(See p. 76.) 
1630. Oa. 4, Bib Henry Abtbi, St., Beda (6 Car. I. No. 167, and Conrt of Wards, 1630, 

Bundle 48). He died on 2S April 1630, when hia ton and heir, William AsCij, was 

IE yeara old. (See p. 77.) 
1632, Nov. 20, WiLLiAU AsiiiY, Esq., Bods (Coles' Escheats, Harleian us. 7S8, fo. 111). He 

died on 31 Sept. 1633, and bis brother and heir, Francis Astry, was 13 yeara 11 montbe 

and 21 days old at tbe date of the inquest. {See p. 79.) 
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Adminifltraiion, Letters of, 110-112. 

Abtbt, Anne (1621-2), 75; Barbara (1648-9), 
78; Dame Elizabeth, als. Morse (1709), 88; 
James (1716), 82; Lnke(1708),87; SirSamael 
(1709), 88. 
Chesteb, Dominick (1575), 12; (1604), 16-17; 
Edward (1580-1), 16; Elizabeth Lady Cann 
(1727), 92; James Chester (1594), 18; Jane 
Mylne (1660), 27 ; Thomas (1599), 18 ; Thomas 
II. of Enole (1658), 35; Thomas (1682), 29. 
Gell, Robert, D.D. (1668), 26 note. 
Aitchison, Lieni-Golonel William, 99. 
Allen, Elizabeth, 19. 
All Hallows Chnroh, 61. 
Allhallows, Kent, 54, 57, and note, 63, 71, 75. 
Almondsbnry, Manor of, 5, 81, 84, 36, 89, 47, 93. 
Alyeston, 81, 34. 

Anderson, Sir Richard, Et., 78; Robert, 73, 78. 
Andrews, John, of Cardiff, 19 ; Thomas, 75. 
Arms: 

Astry, 52, 64, 73, 90, 99. 

Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, 99. 

Cann, Barts., 99. 

Chester of Bristol, Barton Regis, Almondsbnry, 

and London, 2, 5, 18, 20, 25, 41, 99. 
Chester of Chicheley, 1. 
Chester of Hertfordshire and Blaby, 2. 
Chester of Leigh, 2. 
Dennys, 33. 
Egertou, 94 note, 99. 
Master of Cirencester, 99. 
Percival, 34. 
Roberts, 12. 

Royal Arms, 94 note, 99. 
Stanley Earl of Derby, 99. 
Astry of Harlington Woodend : arms, 73 ; pedi- 
gree, 72-3 : Alice, 71, 73, 74 ; Anne, dan. of Sir 
Henry, 70, 73, 77, 79 ; Anne, dan. of Sir James, 
81, 87 ; Anne, dan. of Ralph I., 71, 73, 74 ; Anne, 
dan. of Ralph II., 71, 72, 75 ; Barbara, 73, 77, 
79 ; Charlotte, 73, 81 ; Dormer, 72, 79 ; Doro- 
thy, 72, 79, 80; Elizabeth, 73, 81; Francis, 
50, 72, 77, 79, 80; Rer. Francis, D.D., 50, 
72, 81, 82, 87 and note; Frances, dan. of 
Ralph I., 71, 74; George, 50, 71, 73, 75, 83, 86, 
90 ; Hc(i^U, 78, 81, 87 ; Re?. Henry, 72, 77, 



78; Sir Henry, 50, 51, 70, 72, 75, 78; Sir 
James, 50,51, 72, 79-81, 85, 87; his son James, 
50, 72, 81, 82, 87 ; Maiy, dan. of Sir Henry, 78, 
77, 78; Mary, dan. of Sir James, 72, 79, 80; 
Mary, dan. of Ralph I., 72, 74; Mary, dan. of 
Ralph IL, 71, 72, 76 ; Penyston, 72, 81, 87 ; 
Ralph I., 50, 59, 60, 65, 67, 70 noU, 71, 72, 74 ; 
Ralph IL, 50, 71, 72, 74-5, 90 ; Ralph, of LitUe 
Milton (see below) ; WiUiam, 50, 72, 77, 79 ; 
William, son of Rey. Henry, 72, 78. 
Astry of Eaton Socon and Henbnry: arms, 91; 
pedigree, 90-1: Anne, 37-8, 40, 50-1, 88-9, 
91-2; Arabella, 37, 50, 88-9, 91; Diana, 
37, 50, 88-9, 91; Elizabeth, 37, 50, 88, 90; 
C^rge of Eaton Socon, 50, 71, 73-5, 83, 86, 
90 ; Grace, 86, 91 ; James of St. Helenas, 
Bishopsgate, 70, 79, 80 note, 81, 83, 86, 91; 
James, son of Ralph of Braytoft, 86, 91 ; his 
son James, 85-7, 91 ; Jane, 86, 90; John, 83-4, 86, 
90 ; Judith, 86, 91 ; Luke of Lincoln's Inn, 50, 

83, 84, 86, 87, 90 ; his son Luke, 50, 82, 87, 90; 
Luke, son of Sir Samuel, 88, 90 ; Maiy I., dau. 
of George, 86, 91 ; Maiy II., dau. of George, 
86, 90; Ralph, 86, 91; Robert, 86, 91; St. 
John, son of George, 84, 87, 90, his wife Judith, 

84, 90 ; St. John, son of Sir Samuel, 37, 50, 82, 
87-90 ; Sir Samuel. 37, 40, 50, 71, 74, 82, 86, 
88,90. 

Astry of Herts, London, Kent, and Bucks : arms, 
52, 64 ; pedigree, 50, 64-5 : Henry of Hitohin 
and his wife Ide, 50, 57, 65 ; Heniy, son of Sir 
Ralph, 53, 54, 57, 62, 65, 67 ; John, son of Thos. of 
Hitchin, 59, 64, 67 ; Sir Ralph, Et., 50-9, 61, 63, 
65 ; his son Ralph, 54, 57, 59, 61, 64 ; Ralph of 
Harlington {see above) ; Thomas of Hitchin, 50, 
54, 57, 59, 61, 63, 64, 67 ; Thomas of Stoke Gold- 
ington, 50, 65, 67 ; Thomas, son of William of 
Stoke Goldington, 50, 64, 66-7 ; William, son 
of Sir Ralph, 50, 54, 57, 59, 62-3, 64 ; his wife 
Elizabeth, 62 ; Thomas and Francis, his sons, 
and Elizabeth his dau., 63 ; William of Stoke 
Goldington, 50, 59, 64, 66-7 ; his wife Eliza- 
beth, 64, 66 ; — dau. of Thos. of Hitchin, wife 
of Payre, 65. 

Astry of Huntingdon : pedigree, 70 : Dorothy, 
69 ; Edward, 67-9, 71 noU, 74 ; Elizabeth, dau. 



of Blotiord of St. Morf, HnDUngdoii, TO, TS, 67 
note; Eluaboth, dan. of Thog. □( Bomersliam. 
69, sM EUzabetli, iku. of Tliog. of ToBolatid, 
69, TO ; FroDcea, Gi) ; Jane, CO ; Joan, 69 ; John 
and his wife Anne and son John, 69 ; Mary, 
dnn. »[ Richard of St. Mary, HiuitiiigdoD, 10; 
Mary, daa. of Thos. of Somcrshain, 69 ; Riilph, 
69; Richard, 69, 70 and nolt, 73, 78 note. 87 
note: IKoliert, 68; Thomag of Togeland and bia 
wife Martha, 60. 70 ; Thomas, bod of lUohard of 
Bt. Uar>-, HaDtingdon, TO; Thomas, bod of 
John, 69 : William of WaTendon, 67-8. Tl and 
note; William, son of John, 69; William of 
HnabomQ Crawloy and his children, Bohcrt, 
William, Mar;, and Martha. 68, 113. 

Aetiy of LitUa Milton : pedigrtio, T7 : Francis, 
Bon of Ralph. 7G, 7T ; FrauciB II.. his wife 
EUzaboth, T7 ; Rot. Pranoia, 77, BT and noli : 
Francis, son of William, TT. 82 ; Henry. 76-7 ; 
Michael, 76, 7T ; Milioonl, 76 ; Ralph I., 50, 
71. 72, 7S, 77 ; Ralph II., 76, 77 ; Robprt, bob 
of Francia. 77 ; Robart, son of William. 77, 83, 
112 ; William, aoa of E^ncia and his wife Jane, 
77 : William, bob of Ralph, TS, 77 ; WiUiani. Bon 
of William. 76, 77, 82, 87, and note. 

Anthoritiea and Proofs, 100-2. 

Awngill, Sir John, S6. 

Ajde, Ship of Martin Frobisher, 31. 

Bftckhonae, Anne and Samnol. 20, .S5, 10. 

Baker. Ralph. 36 ; Thomas, 7 ; WUUam, 36. 

Balard, Sir Thomas, 60, 61. 

Barlynoh Priory, 5(i. 

Barton Regis, Hundred and Manor of, 30, 34, 36, 

39, 93. 
Batharst, neojamin, and his daughter, 39. 
Baonton, 93, 97. 
BayntoB, JohB, 6. 
Bearstede, Kent, 57. 
Bee, Diana, 70, 79, 85, !)1 : Edward, 86, 91 ; hie 

great-graBdsoB. 86 ; Jndith, 84-6. 
Bee, Bis. Pattle, Edward. 8C ; Robert and Thomu, 

85. 
Beech. Andrew, 27. 
Beoyngton. John. Cu. 
Berkeley, Hun. George Cranfleld, 46; Lords, 33; 

Norbomc, 44 ; Sir Richard, St., 33 and note. 
Bertie, Rev. Mr, and bis wife. S3. 
Blonnt, Bridget, 20, 24 ; John ut Barton Regis, 

20,22, 24; John of Eldersfletd, 22; Thomas, 21. 
Bolland, Fanny and Sir WiUiam, Kt., 97. 
Bolton, Robert, 6 note. 
Botetourt, Lord. 33 note. 
Boteler, Henry, 67. 
Bower. Fraucif, 30. 
Brasses, Monttmental : Ri<ihard Chester, 3 ; Tbomaa 

and Margaret Rowley, 6. 
Brandon, Lady Eleaner, 01 note, OD. 
Breane, Manor of, 93, 93. 
Brett, Jane and Jobti, 69. 



BiettoD. John. D.D., 64, EG note. 56. 
Bhileawator, Earls of, 94, 9S. 

Brimsham. Manor of, 37, 47, 93. 

BrislingtOQ, Manor of, 92-93. 

Gristol. AlmsboaseB, 8, 9 note, 10, 14, 32 ; Bowl- 
ing AUey. 10, 16 ; Broad Mead, 8, 20-S ; Bride- 
weU, 32; ColstoD's School and HoBpital, 80; 
Distnrbances in. May (1549), 9; Downs. 82; 
GreeDlandora at, 31 ; Higliwaja, 9 nofe; Eing- 
atrcet, 10 ; KingBwood Chace. 30 ; Eingswood, 
Lordship of, 39 ; Lafford's-gate, 27 ; Ivewen'a 
Meade, 14 ; Mareh Gate, 22 ; Plagne in (1575), 
la, 32 ; Pockleehnrch Park, 16 ; Batoliff Temple, 
33 : Bt. Jamea'B Oaok, 8-10, 32 ; St. Leonard's 
Gate, 14 ; St. Paul's Gate, 14 ; St. Thomas 
Pipe, 9 note ,- St. Thomas-atreet, 14 ; SermoD 
on New Year's Day in Bt. James's Cborch. 21 ; 
taken by Prince Rnpert (1643). and retaken by 
Parliamentary forces (1646), 3'j ; Tncker's Com- 
pany and HaU, 14 note : Wyneh-atrcet, G. See 
also Ohnrches and Friars. 

Broke. Sir Richard and his wife. CO. 

Bromtey, pedigree, 48-9; Anne, 49; Bridget, Clo- 
hery, and Dorothy, 48 ; Rev. FraDcIs, D.D., 46, 
49 ; hiB sixter Elinabeth and danghtor FUiiabeth, 
49 : Franci:s, 48 ; Lncy, 44, 45, 48 ; Lney, wife 
of C. Pri.e, 15, 48 ; her sister Mary, 48 ; Mary, 
49 ; Thomaa, son of Rt. Hon. W. Bromley, 48 ; 
his nepliew Thomaa, 48; Rt. Hod. William, 
Speaker of the House of Commona, Secretaij 
of State, 43, 48 ; William, M.P. for Fowey, 17, 
41, 43. 45, 48; William of Holt, 48; William 
Throckmorton, 44, 48. 

Brown, Hngh. Major of Brislo!, 10, 21 note, S7 ; 
Rev. Mr., 26 nole ,- William, 5, 16, 21 note. 

lirowno, Edmnnd, 56 ; Ide and her children, £5 ; 
MuBtet Walter, B.D., 66. 

Brngcs, Sir Giles, 31. 

UryssiBg, Manor of, 54 noW, 57,66. 

Bnckworth, John, 85-6. 

Bngby, William, 63. 

Bnrgis, Hurofiy, 74, 76. 

Burke, Edmnnd and Theobald, 45. 

Bnmell, Thomas, 36, 37, 40. 

Borj, Humphrey and Jane, 71. 

Bjsee, John, and Johane the yonoger, 11, 

Calendars of Wills and AdminiatrationB ol Chegter, 

1(18-111; ofABtry, 112. 
Cakerly, AHoc, 61. 
Canu, Elizabeth Chester, Lady, 39, 40, 42, 44, 

93-4 : Bir William, 17, 40, 92, 93. 
Canning, William, 4. 
Caplin, John, M.P., 20, 33 >wle, 40; HicholoB, 

M.P., 33 note. 
Carteret, Lord, 93, 94. 
Cave, Jndith, 2. 
Cboce, Mr., 83. 
Chamberleyn, Eatryoe, EE. 
ChandoB, Lord, 31. 
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Chapman, Henry, 69. 

Gharleton, George Bemey, 98. 

Chedworth, John Gmbham Howe, Lord, 48. 

Chester of AlmondBbnry and Enowle, 80-49; 
arms, 2, 41 ; pedigree, 40, 41 ; Alice, 20, 84, 40 ; 
Anne, dan. of Thos. I., 20, 82-8, 40 ; Anne, dan. 
of Thos. II., 20, 85, 40 ; Anne, dan. of Thos. III., 
86-7, 41 ; Anne I., Anne II., daughters of Thos. 
IV., 88, 41 ; Bridget, 86-7, 40 ; Charles, 88, 41 ; 
Dominick, 85, 41-2 ; Edward, 20, 33, 40 ; EUza- 
beth, dan. of Thos. II., 20, 85, 40 ; Elizabeth, 
dan. of Thos. III., 86-7, 40 ; Elizabeth, Lady 
Cann, 88-40, 48, 92; Elizabeth Lncy, Mrs. 
Bromley Chester, 17, 88-9, 41-7, 49, 92-8, 96 ; 
George, 85,41-2 ; Katharine, sister of Thos. II., 

20, 84, 41 ; Katharine, dan. of Thos. III., 86-7, 
41 ; Richard Howe, 17, 88, 41, 43-4, 46, 49 ; St. 
John Astry, 88, 41 ; Thomas of Almondsbury, 
6, 8-15, 17-20, 80, 40, his wife Agnes, 88 ; Tho- 
mas n., 17, 20, 84-6, 40, 42 ; Thomas III., 17, 
86-6, 40, 42-3 ; Thomas IV., 17, 86-8, 40, 42-3, 
60-1, 88-9, 91-2 ; Thomas V., 17, 87-40, 42-4, 
49, 88, 92 ; WiUiam of Knole, 10, 17, 20, 30-4, 
40, 42 ; his son William, 20, 84, 40, 42 ; WiUiam, 
Bon of Thos. II., 85, 40, 42 ; William, son of 
Thos. IV., 88, 41 ; William Bromley, 41, 48, 
46-7, 49. 

Chester of Blaby in Leicestershire : arms, 2 ; 
Leonard and William of Chipping-Bamet, 2. 

Chester of Bristol and Barton Regis, 18-25; 
arms, 2, 18, 20 ; pedigree, 20, 24 ; Alexander, 
wife of T. Harris, 20, 22, 24 ; Bridget, dan. of 
Walter of Maton, 37, 23-4; Bridget, wife of 
ThoB. Smith, 20-4 ; Elizabeth, wife of Sadler, 
18-9, 26, 82 ; Elizabeth, wife of Hicks, 20, 22, 24 ; 
Henry, 18-20, 24 ; James the elder, 18, 18-9, 25 ; 
Joan, 20-1, 24, 26 ; John, 18, 25 ; Mary, 18-9, 25, 
82; Rosina, 17, 28-4; Roland, 22-4; Thomas, 
son of Will., White-tawer, 18-9, 25, 82 ; Thomas, 
son of Walter of Bristol and Barton Regis, 

21, 24 ; Walter of Bristol and Barion Regis, 
17-22, 24, 26, 35 ; Walter of London, 17, 201, 
26-6, 29 ; Walter, son of Will, of Barton Regis, 
17, 20, 22-4 ; his wife Maiy, 28-4 ; William, 
White-tawer, 6, 10-18, 17-20, 24, 41 ; his son 
William, 10, 17-8, 24 ; his wife Ellynor, 19, 24; 
William, son of Walter of Bristol and Barton 
Regis, 17, 20-4, 26 ; William, son of Walter of 
Barton Regis, 17, 224. 

Chester of Bristol and Rodford, 4-17 ; arms, 2-5 ; 
pedigree, 6 ; Alice and Anne, 5, 13, 32 ; Arthur, 
6, 18, 16-7, 82, 42 ; Bridget, 5, 16 ; Charles, 5, 
10, 18, 82; Dominick, 5. 8-11, 13, 15-18, 20,82, 
41 ; his wife Mary, 6, 12 ; his son's son Domi- 
nick, 6, 18 ; Edward, 6, 13, 82 ; Edward of 
Rodford, 6, 10, 14-17, 82 ; his sister Elizabeth, 
6, 16 ; his dan. Elizabeth, 6, 16 ; Giles, 6, 18, 
82 ; Henry, Sheriff of Bristol, 2, 4-6, 17 ; his 
wife Alice, 5-7, 17; James of Rodford, 6, 8-16, 

- 17, 88, 41 ; hifl grandson James, 6, 16-18, 82 ; 



Joan and her dan. Margaret, 6-6 ; John, son of 
Dom. of Blackfriars, 6, 12 ; John, son of Henry, 
6-7, 17 ; his wife Anne, 6-7, 17 ; John Prior of 
Barlynch, 6-6 ; Mary, sister of Dominick, 6, 10, 
12, 18, 41 ; Mary, dan. of Dominick, 6, 18, 82 ; 
Maiy, dan. of Edward of Rodford, 6, 16, 21, 
note, 82 ; Prisoilla, 6, 13 ; Rpbert, 6, 16 ; Thomas 
of Almondsbnry, 6, 8-16, 17-20, 80, 40 ; Thomas, 
son of James, 6, 10, 14-5 ; William, Mayor of 
Bristol, 4, 5, 7-18, 17, 20, 24, 41 ; his wife Anne, 
5, 9, 17, 20; his wife Maud, 5, 9-12; William, 
the White-tawer, 5, 10-18, 17-20, 24, 41. 

Chester of Chicheley : arms, 1 ; Sir Anthony, 2 ; 
Richard, Sheriff of London, 62; Robert, 1, 4; 
William, 1, 4 ; William, Constable of Wisbeoh 
Castle, 1-2 ; Sir WiUiam, 1. 

Chester of Hertfordshire, 2-8 ; arms, 2 ; Sir 
Robert, Ki, of Royston, 2 ; Sir Robert, Kt., of 
Bush HaU, 8. 

Chester of Leigh in Essex, 2-8 ; arms, 8 ; Richard, 
mariner, 2, his effigy, 8 ; Robert of Wickford, 3. 

Chester of St. Maiy Aldermary, London, 26-9; 
arms, 2, 24-5 ; pedigree, 24-5 ; Anne, i26, 28 ; 
Charles, son of Capt. Thos., 25, 28-9 ; Charles, 
son of Walter, 25-7; Frances, 17, 25, 28-9; 
Jane, 17, 24, 28-9 ; Maiy, dan. of Capt. Thos., 24, 
28-9 ; Mary, dan. of Walter, 26, 27 ; PhUUs, 26, 
28-9 ; Robert, 17, 25, 28-9 ; Sarah, 26, 28 ; Capt. 
Thomas, 17, 25-9 ; his son Thomas, 24, 27-9 ; 
Walter, Merchant Taylor, 17, 20-1, 26-6, 29 ; his 
son Walter, 25, 27 ; Walter, son of Capt. Thos., 
25, 28. 

Chichester, Major Comwallis Henry, 99. 

Chipchase, Lncy, Mary, and Robert, 46. 

Cholmeley, Sir Roger, 60 note, 

ClcTeland, Earl of, 77 and note, 

Clifford, Lady Margaret, 95 ; Lord de, 46. 

Clobery, Catharine and Sir John, Kt., 48. 

Cole, Christopher, 86 ; Mr., 33. 

Colston's School and Hospital, Bristol, 80. 

Cooper, Richard, 78. 

ComewaU, Catharine and Sir George, 96, 98; 
Henrietta, 98. 

Comyifih, Elizabeth, 66. 

Cosyn, Emma, and Nicholas and his wife, 60; 
WUliam, and his son WUUam, 66. 

Cartis, Madelina Harriet Louisa, 97 ; Sir WiUiam, 
8d Bart., 97, 98 ; Lieut. WiUiam Edmund and 
Sir WUUam Michael, Bart., 98. 

D'Arcy, Sir Arthur and Sir Henry, 81. 

Dathe, Robert, 57. 

Davenport, Bridget and Richard, 48. 

Delamer, Frediswide, 6. 

Dennys, Dame Elizabeth, 80 ; Katharine, 20, 80, 

83-4, 40 ; arms, 88 ; Sir Maurice, Kt., 80 ; Mr., 

11 ; Richard, 20, 80, 88, 40 ; Sir Walter, 80. 
Digby, Hon. Edward, 96 note ; Isabella Margaret, 

96-7 ; the Hon. Stephen and WiUiam, 5th Lord, 

96 noU. 
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DigbtoD, John, 44 ; Ura. Etlzkbeth, 45. 
BoHwn, Di. John and Dr. WiUum, 63 note, BG. 
Donne. John, 66 and notr. 
DoiliMT, Miry. PbtlliB, Bad Tbomu, 26, ST, 29. 
Dormer, Dorothy, 72, 73-80; EnBcfaioa, 8() note; 

Sir Fleetwooj, 7!' ; Fltptwood, John, Bir John, 

Mary, uni Bir Robert. 80 nolt. 
Dnttou. Jamea Lcdudx N&ppor auJ Uai;, 02-3. 
Dyer, James, 21 ; ThomaB, 15, 

Easterfleld, Alloe, Jobn, Mayor ol Bristol, Maad, 

and Soholaatica, 7 noU. 
Edwarils, Edward, 36; John, Print at Eitobiii, 

65, fi7i John, TS ; Bicbard, 79; Thomas, £3, 

60, 58. 60-1, 66-6 ; Wantworth, 79 ; William, 

63 note, C9, 6o. 
EgertoD, family arms, 04 note ; Ariana Margaret, 

Elkab«th, and Heury, Bishop of Hereford, SB ; 

Isabella Frnao PS, 03, S-l.llIi. U6 ; John, liiahopof 

Bangor, 9u ; Col. William, M. 
Blliotl, Sir John and Mary, 15 ; Thomas, 23. 

FtrjB, EliDor, U ; Maalor. 15. 

FlynoB, Dr. and his wife, «,1. 

Fiohewe, 7 nofr. 

FiehmoiigGra' Compsny, London, SI, 54, 66-8. 

Fortrey, Samael and Trevor, 4B. 

FoyuB, 7 note. 

Freemati, Ednai'd, 37, 41. 

Friars: Atutin, London, 66; Black, Bristol, 6, 

8, 10, 18-13, 15-17; Crowohid. London, 56, 110 ; 

Grey, London, 56 ; Friars Obaorrants of Oreeu. 

wioh, 66; V. Order of Ffrisrs, 03; Prcaobera, 

Lndgate, 66; White, Bristol, 10, 30; While, 

Hilcbin, 55, 62; White, Fleet-street, London, 

65. 
Froblsher, Martin, Expedition in search of the 

Kortb-Wost Pasiage, 31. 
Fnllwood, Elizabeth. 36, 40. 

Oascoyn, Agnes, 60. 

Oastrell, Edward, 49; Dr. Francis, Bishop of 

Cheater. 46. 40 ; Bettty, 49 ; Bebecca, 46, 49 ; 

Robert, 49. 
Oell, Elizabeth, and her dan. Eliiabolh, Sir John, 

Bart., and Bohert, D.D., 26 noff. 
Gibbard, +, Samuel and SnsaDiia, 87, 
OibbiD. WilUam, 23. 

Gold brongbt by Frohlsher, of little Tulae, 31. 
Ooodwin, Elizabeth, 77. 
Gore Court, Manor of, 64 noU. 67, 66. 
- Gough, G. Gwinnett, 3'J ; Jeremy, 30, 40, 43 ; 

Mary, 39, 40,43-4. 
Gray, Bioharf, 74 imd wD(e, 76. 
Greene, Elizabeth, 32 ; Leonard, 25, 28. 
Greenlandera branght to Bristol, 31. 
Grey. Lady Ann Sophia and Lady Catharine, 95 ; 

EUwbeth, 72, 74; Lady Jane, 95; Peter, 

72, 74. 
QaiUim, Mrs. Anne, 3G. 



Gnnning, Hon. Charlotte Margaret, 96-7 ; Qeor^ 

William and Rev. Sir Henry John, Bart., 98 ; 

Bir Bobart, K.B., 97. 
Gwinnett, George, 89. 40, 43. 
Hales, Anthony, 19. 

Hamlyn, Elizabeth. 19-22, 24, 26 ; Robert, 20, 34, 
Hampton, Dame Margaret and Sir William, 61, 62, 

56, 67. 
Harcoait, Simon, 88, !tO ; Simon Tiscoiuit, 88. 
BarlingtuD. Mansion of. 71, 80. 
Harris. Alexander and Elizabeth, 23, 33 ; Thomas, 

21, 22, 24. 
Hurry nton, Richard, 55. 
HaBoloy, co. Warwick. 45. 
Hatton, Sir Thomas, Bart., IS, 81. 
Haward. Aldemian Rowland, 30, 
Hawksworth, Riobard, 36. 
Ilayatt. Manor of, 8. 10. 
Hayes, Dorothy, 70. 
Hayle, William, 65, 68, 61. 
Baynea, Abraham, 37. 
Hermits :— William Philippe and William Forte, 

GO nott. 
Hiobs, Elizabeth, 21-2. 
Higgins, George, 6, 15. 
Higgs, Capt. and Eliza Harriet, 97. 
Higbgale Bchoo], 60 note. 
Highway's ; at Bristol, 9 note : and 10. 58, 60 

Hikks, Sir WUliam, 60. 

Hill, Agnes, G5; .ioho. 53 noU, 66; Uargaret, 
wife of Sir Ralph Astry, 53, 58, 59. G3, 65 ; 
Richard, tailor. 66, 68. 60; Robert, apprentice 
to Bir Ralph Astry, 55 ; Robert, son of St«vya 
Hill, CO ; Stevyn, GO ; Sir Thomas, Lord Mayor 
of London, 52, 63 and note ; Thomas, son of 
Stevyn, 60. 

Hitchin, 61, 64. 56, 68. 

Holbrooke, Maria and Thomas, 31 ; Mary, 27. 

Holcombe. Thomas. 6, 16. 

Holford, Biohard, Master in Chancery, 81. 

Hollister, James, John, and Stephen, 36. 

Holworthy. Thomas. 37. 40. 

Holjwell-cnni-Neediiigworth, 84, 87. 

Horte. Joan, 18, 20, 24; Gillian, 19; John, 19; 
William, Joan's father, 18, 20, 24 i William, 
Joan's brother, 19. 

Howard, Lady Barah Harriet, 38, 40, 43. 

Howe, Admiral Lord, K.O., 36 ; Elizabeth. 36-7, 
10, 43 1 Sir John, Bart., 36, 40 ; John Gnibhnm 
of Stowell, and Sir Biohard, Bart., 43; Vis- 
connt, 36. 

Hnssey, Lord, 10, 16 nore. 

Inqnests p. m. of Chester- Astry, 114 ; Astry, Sir 
Ralph (1496). 64; Dame Margaret (1524), 59-, 
Chester. Edward (1604). 16 ; James [1660). 11 ; 
William (1559). 9; William (1607), 34. 

Isham, Sir Enseby, 80 note. 

Isley, Sir Henry, Et., 64 noC(. 
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Johnson, Margtret and Biohard, 12. 
Jones, Hugh, 11. 

Eelke, Thomas, Mayor of Bristol, 32 note. 

Kent, Thomas, 58, 57. 

Keynsham, Thomas, 6 note. 

King, (Gregory, 82. 

Kingswood, Lordship of, 89. 

Kirk, Mary and Robert, 95. 

Knightley, Lucy and Rebecca, 49. 

Knde Park, 81, 33-4, 86, 89, 43, 47, 96, 98. 

Lane, 45 ; Elizabeth and Robert, 60. 

Langley, PhiUp, 84, 41. 

Large, Manrice and Anne, 5, 9, 20. 

LasseUSy Edward, 47. 

Lee, John, 56, 58 ; Thomas, 55. 

Leeds, Anthony and Elizabeth, 70. 

Leigh, Edward, Lord, 45. 

Lippineott, Cann, High Sheriff of Gloncestershire, 

47. 
Long, John, 11. 
Lowen, Lnoe, 60. 

Lnoy, Capt. Thomas and Lncy, 44. 
Lnmney, Henry, 60. 
Lyeddy, Thomas, 84. 

Mackemess, George, John, and Mary, 28-9« 

Mallory, Grace, 83-4 ; Joan, 78-4 ; Peter, 72, 74 
and noUt 75 ; Ralph, 74, 77, 80, 83-4 ; Thomas, 
84. 

Mapletoft, Elizabeth, John, and Rey. John, 49. 

Manwaring, Mrs., 82. 

Marohmont, Roper, 55. 

Markham, Elizabeth, 75 ; Francis, 72, 74, 75 ; 
Jane, 71, 74, 75 ; John, 68, 73, 74 and note ; his 
son John, 74 ; Lora, 68, 71, 74, 75. 

Marriage Licenses : Astry, Ralph (1544-5), 70 note ; 
Chester, Richard (1739), 48 noU ; Chester, 
Thomas (1647), 27 note; Chester, Thomas of 
Knowle (1735-6), 89 note; Peart, Thomas 
(1685), 78 note; Stone, John (1672-3), 28 note; 
Bee also p. 102. 

Martin, Le<mard, 45. 

Master of Knole : arms, 99 ; pedigree of Master 
of the Abbey, Cirencester, and of Knole Park, 
93 ; Royal Descent of, 95-96 ; Algernon William 
Chester, 97; Alice Mary Jane, 99; Ariana 
Georgina, 97 ; Arthnr Comewall Chester, 99 ; 
Augustus Chester, 97 ; Charles Andrew Chester, 
96, 99; Lieut. Charles Chester, 97; Charles 
Gilbert Chester, 99; Constance, 97; Cyril 
Chester, 96, 99 ; Digby Chester, 98 ; Dora, 97 ; 
Egerton Philip Chester, 99 ; Elizabeth, dau. of 
Thomas, M.P., 92-3 ; Elizabeth, granddau. of 
Thomas, M.P., 98 ; Elizabeth, dau. of George 
Francis, 97 ; Emily Ariana and Emma Fanny, 
98; Florence, 96, 99; Francis Charles, 97; 
Lieui Francis Robert Chester, 98 ; Frederick 
Cayendish, 96 ; George Francis, 97 ; Godfrey 



Comewall Chester, 97 ; Harry Chester and Helen 
Alexandra, 97; Henry, 94; Henry Orlando 
Chester, 97 ; Isabel Catharine, 99 ; Isabel Mary, 
96, 99 ; Isabella Mary Frances Charlotte, 98 ; 
Jane, 93-4, 97-8 ; Jessy Catharine, 96, 99 ; John 
Bromley Chester and Madelina Isabella, 97 ; 
Marion Frances, 98 ; Maiy Anne, Lady Carteret, 
93-4, 97 ; Mary Isabella, 97 ; Richard, son of 
Thomas of The Abbey, 47 ; Major Richard, 92-5 ; 
Richard Chester, 96, 99 ; Richard St. George 
Chester, 97 ; Richard Thomas, 96 ; Ruth Geor- 
gina, 96, 99; St. Vincent Frederick, 96; 
Thomas of The Abbey, 40, 92 ; his son Thomas, 
M.P. for Cirencester, 39, 40, 42, 46, 47, 92-3 ; 
his son Thomas, 92-8 ; his son Thomas, Brigade 
Major, 93 ; Thomas William Chester, son of 
Colonel William Chester, 96-8 ; his son Thomas 
William Chester junior, 96, 98 ; Colonel William 
Chester, 92-4, 96-8; Lieut.-Colonel William 
Charles Chester, 97. 

Mattok, John, 56 note ; Nicholas, 54, 56 note^ 58, 
61 ; his wife Elizabeth, 56 note; his son Nicholas, 
54, 57-8. 

Milbom, WiUiam, 61. 

Milboume, CUyton, 86 ; William, 62. 

Miller, Barbara, 73, 78 ; Michael, 78, 79. 

Milton, Great and Little, 76 note. 

Monumental Inscriptions: Astry, James of Har- 
lington, 82 ; Sir Ralph, 54; Ralph, 61 ; Thomas 
Chester and his ancestry, 42-8 ; John Reyell, 
58, 60 ; John Smyth, 14 note. 

Morse, Elizabeth and George, 37, 88, 90. 

Mylne, Jane and Robert, 25, 26, 27 ; Jane and 
Thomas, 20, 26. 

Neyill, Henry and his wife Agnes, 58. 
Nicholas, William, 6. 
Northumberland, Duke of, 44. 

Offley, Master, 15. 

Orlebar, Diana and Richard, 88-9, 91. 

Ostriche, pedigree, 52 note ; Agnes, Amy, Rose, and 

Katryne, 55 ; Margery, 50, 52, 65 ; Thomas 52» 

65 ; Anne, Thomas, dnper, 55. 
Oxford, Uniyersity of, 56, 58. 

Palatine, Elector, at Oxford, 87 note. 
Pare, Margaret, 75 ; Ralph, 75, 77. 
Pabxsh Rxoistebs, Extbacts fbom : 
Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, 105. 
Bristol: 

Christ Church, 103. 
St. James, 103, 107. 
St. John, 104. 
St. Nicholas, 104. 
St. Stephen, 103. 
St. Thomas, 103. 
St. Werbergh, 103. 
Eaton Sooon, Beds., 106. 
Great Blilton, Oxon, 105. 
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Evlingtoti, Beds., 100. 
Houghton Conqneil, Beda., 107. 
BnntinKdcQ, St. Muy'Ei, 105. 
IiOtidon : 

All Hallown, Darking, 107. 

LidcoId's Idd Chapel, 107. 

Mercera' Chapel. tOu. 

8t, Andrew's, Holborn, 104, lOU. 

BL Helen's, Bishopagate, 105. 

St. James, WcBtminater, 105, 107. 

St. Mary Aldemary, lOi. 

St Tbomia Apostle. 101. 

St. Vedast's. Foiiter-laiie, 101. 

The Cbspel Royal, Wliiteliall, 107. 
Oxford: 

AU SainU, 106. 

CbrUt Chorch Cathedral. lOG. 

Bt. Petet'B-in-tha-Ea«t, lOtl. 
Toddington, Beds., 106. 
Wickham, Hants, 107. 
Partridge, Bir Miles, S. 10, 31. 
PatUe, Diana and Thomas, S<>. Bee also Bee, 
Panl, John. 21 luile. 
Pajre, — , (16, 67 ; Qcorge. Ralph, 71. 
Feart, Anne, 79 i Dorothy, 7H, IS-d -. Eliinbetfa, 
78-9 ; Jamei, 78 ; Mary, 70 nolt, 73, 78 nott, 
79, 67 note ; Colonel Thomas, 70, 73, 78 and 

Pbdiqbees. See List at p. i. 

Pemliroke, Earl of, 30. 

PcnteooBt, John, 65. 

PenyBton, Anno, 73, 81; Elizabeth, 82 ; Ptaime- 

don, 82-3 ; Francis, 82 j Sir Thomas, Bart., 

81. 
pBpwall, WUlium, 11. 

Perdyall, James, 31, 40; Thomas, 31; anna, 34. 
Perer or Pirer, John, 55, 58. 
Phelippe, WiUifttti, Hermit, 60 noU. 
Pigott, Piggott or Pygott, Benjamin, 73. 71 and 

Tiote, 76; Clemeot, 08 and nale; Isabella, S9, 

63-4, f,6; Jacc or Joan, 50, 63-4, 66-7, 74 

note; John, 59. 63; Bobert, 59, C3-4, 66; 

ThomM, 68 now ; Valantjno, 74 and note. 
Piupe, Thomas, of Pimpe'soanrt, 57 note. 
Plagne in Bristol, 1Q75, 13. 
Poynta, Sir Nicholaa, 8, 10, 12 ; Bir Robert, 35. 
Pnco, Cromwell, of Holly Monnt, 48 ; Mrs. Mary 

and her aiater Lydia, 87. 
Prince or Pryiis, Anne, 27 ; Robert, 18, 19, 35, 33 ; 

widow of Thomas, 21. 
Proofs and AatboritieB, 1(X)'2. 
Pryer, William, 79. 
Pnckpock, Baron Eammerl von, of Waasorbwg ; 

Anna Cathcrina Frederioa, 96. 
Palter, Alice, 67 ; Dorothy, 05, 67-S ; Ednaid, 65, 

07 ; Julian, 67. 
Pykes, John, 9, 11; Eatheryn and Walter, 11 ; 

William, Mayor of BriBtol, G, E) rmte; Maud, 

5,9. 
^mpe, TbomsB, 57 noit. 



BiUnatharp, Anne, 31 ; John, mariner, 20-2, 34, 
BB ; Iter. John and Walter, 21. 

Rawlins, Mary, 72, 80. 

BawlinBOB, Sosoaiia, Bir Thomsa, Et., andWoller, 
82. 

Ray. RicliarJ, 82. 

Bostall. Jaue, 60 ; Joan, 05 ; John, 60. 65. 

Rovell, John, 56, 58, S9, 60, 61, 65 ; Dame Mar- 
garet, 52, 59, eo; Mr., 92; Alderman Bobert, 
G3 note. 59, 65. 

Rich, Bridget and ThomaB, 36, 

Roberta, EUzabetb, Hcni;, and John otAsbtord, 

13 ; John of Westerley. G, 8, 10, 13, 15, S3, 41 ; 
arms, 13 ; his son John, 10, 12 ; Jnditb, 16 i 
Mary and Thomas, 12 ; Walter, 12. 

Rodford, Estate of, 8, 10, 16. 

Rolls, Oeorgina, Emily, and John Etheriugton 

Welch, 96. 98. 
Rongley, Alexander, notary, 60, 61. 
Butherom, Arcbbiahop, 71 : George, 71, 74, 75 and 

note : Thomas, 65, 71, 72. 
Bowltind, TboiaaB and bia wife, 11 nale. 
Rowley, Alice, 33 ; Lora and Thomas, 71, 73, 83, 

86, 90 ; Thomas, Sheriff of Biistol, and bis wifo 

Marguret, and WtUiom, 6 note. 
Bowse, Mr., 82. 
Royaton, Manor of, 2. 
Ryohmonde, Thomas, 66. 
R;g«te, Jerome. 55. 

Sadler, Mr., ol Newport, 19, 35 j Bir Ralph, 34 
St. John, Anne, 33; Barbara, 76; Sir John, Kt, 

33 ; Mary, 73, 76. 77 ; William, 73, 78 ; Olyrsr, 

75. 
Saire, William, 7. 
Saudei'Bon, John, 81 

80, 90. 

Saandera, Bobert aud big aont, 68. 
HaTage, Mary, 68 ; Thomaa, 68, 76. 
School, Grammar, Highgate, 60 nolt ; Free, at 

Bitchin, 36 n'tU: 
BconrviU, John, 12. 
Seaborne, Thomas, 09. 
Bhepard, Dormer, EnsBbins, Bir Fleetwood, John, 

80 and note : Waiiam, 79, 80 and note, 81. 
Shepherd, Catherine, 32-3, 40; James, 33, 40; 

Sherborne, James, Lord, 93, 93. 

Shermou, Richard, Sheriff of Bristol, 7 nole. 

Shotbolt, James, 84. 

Skipwith, Elizabeth, 50, 59, 04-6 ; William, 68-1. 

Blare, Frederick, ala. Scholer, 87 note. 

Slocombe, Bridget, 6, 10. 

Smith, Anne, 32 ; Charles, 32, 23 ; Elizabeth, 63 i 
James, 22, 23 ; Jarrit, 39, 42 ; John, 22 ; Mary, 
23, 23, 33 ; EUzabetb and Oliver, i)3; Bobert, 
33, 40 ; Thomas, 22, 23 ; Thomas, 22, 24 ; Ber. 
Thomas, 77 ; William, 23, 33, 

Smyth, Edmund, 15; John, Mayor of Bristol, 6, 

14 note, 89 ; Sir John, Bart., and Dame EUm- 



16 ; Lawrenoe, 8( 



^^^^^^^^^^^^v^^^^ ^^^^^^^1 


^^H beth, 38, 90 ; Mar;, wife of Jftmei ClieiUr, 3, 




^^m U, 15, 33 ; Raffe BQd Robert, 15, 


Way, Mrs., 47. ^^^^^^^H 


^^H 8neU, Mr., M.P., DS. 


WeU«ford. AUoe, 72 ; WUUam. 74. ^^^^^^^H 


U Snigge, Sir Ocorge and John, T nu't. 


Wentvorth, Lord Tbomaa, 77 note. ^^^^^^^H 


1 SonthweU, Edward, M.P., 46. 




Spoke, Elizabotli and Bir George. Kt.. 20, 35, 40. 


Weston, Uonr;, 7. ^^^^^^^^^M 




White, John Thomaa, 55. ^^^^^^^^^| 


SpeDoer, AJiee and Sir Johu, t]5. 


Wbite-tanerB, Compan? of, Biiatol, 18, 21. ^^^^^^^H 


Bpenaer, Lore, Bi. 


Wigmore, Mary, 11. ^^^^^^^H 


Bpratt, Joioe, 33. 


Williams, Rowland, ^^^^^^^^^| 




of ^^^^^^^H 


SUwell, Ralph, Lard, and Eliaabeth, iH ; Williun. 


ABlry, Ditma (1GS2). ^^^^^^^H 


Lord. 16. 


Dorothy (1668), 80. ^^^^^^^H 


Btebbina, Elizabelb, 70 nale. 


^^^^^^^H 


. SteveoB, John, Mayor of Bristol, 7 iwU: 


^^^^^^^H 


^^^ Btohker, Sir William, Lord Major o! Loodoii, Bi. 


^^^^^^H 


^K 


Bir Henry (1630). 77. ^^^^^^^H 


^^H Stone, John and Mary, 21, 28. 


JameB ^^^^^^^H 


^^B Story, Ann and Thomaa. TO. 


John. otBhelton(ie3a), B3,B4, ^^^^^^^H 


^^H Saffolh, ArabaUa, Goimtesa of. 40, CO. Ill ; Chas. 


John(lG30),0U. ^^^^^^^H 


^^H William, Earl of, 39 ; llenrj, aiith Earl of, 88. 


Lake (1706-7), 87. ^^^^^^^H 


^^H 42; M>U7 Tndor. Qaeen of Franae iDd DnebBW 


Damo Margaret (1523). ^^^^^^^H 


^^H 


Martha (1665), .^^^^^^^H 


^B^ SwaD. Cedlia a»d Sit William, Bart., 4Hi. 


„ Robert ^^^^^^H 


[ Sweating aickiieB^, 52. 


Ralph (1601), 61. ^^^^1 




Sir Ralph (1694), 65-8. ^^^^1 


Talbot, AgnPB, 5u. 


Ralph (1584), 71. 74. ^^^H 


■ TaylOTB' Merchant Companj, London, 2e ; School, 


Ralph II. (1597), 75, ^^^H 


^^ 


Ralph, of LitUe Milton (1660). 76. ^^^H 


^^H Thomai, Jobn, r> naff, 7. 


St. John (1669), 84. ^^^H 


^^H Thomoad, Earl of, and Penelope, hla daughter. 


SirSamael(169S-9),86. ^^^H 


^B 


ThomaR (1518), 63, 6G. ^^^H 


^^^ Threde, Anne, 72. 75. 


William (1601), S2. ^^^H 


■ Throckmnrton, Clement and Lncy, 41, 44, 46, 46. 


,. William (1616), 68. ^^^| 


40 ; Bir George, 43. 


., WUIiam (1057), 113. ^^^1 


Thynne, Lord John. 33. 94 ; Maij. 43. 




1 Trappee, Miobael, 7. 


Canteibnry before 1700, 108-10. ^^^H 


1 Triodsr, ElUaboth. 82. 


Alice (1466). 6, 7. ^^^H 


1 Tmeadale. Mrs., 46. 


Giles (1688), 13. ^^^H 


1 Tryce. Elizabeth. Jaoe and Jaapar, 70 ; Thomas, 


Henry (1470), 4, 5. _^^^H 


■ 70, 78. 


Henry (1590-1), 19. __^^^^ 


^^m Tacksr, William, Mayor of Bristol, 32 n«U. 


James (1660). 14-15. ^^^^^^^H 


^^^B Turlon. William, 47. 


John (1468), 7. ^^^^^^^1 


^^H Tyseo, Samael. 37. 


Lney ^^^^^H 




Maty (1677), ^^^^^^M 


^^H UnderhlU, Sivnnel. 45. 


Mawde (1663-4), ^^^^^^^H 




Richard (1766). 44. ^^^^^^^H 


^^H Veel, CapUiD, 85. 


Robert (1687), 29. ^^^^^^^H 


^^V Vergeancit, James, 59. 


Thomaa (1677), ^^^^^^^H 




Thomas (1B7I>), ^^^^^^^M 


■P Waail, Chriatopher and Dorothy, 19 ; Thomas, 3J ; 


Thomas (1761). 39, 42. ^^^^H 


1 Snaan and Thomaa. 19. 


Thomaa (1686-7), 36, 87. ^^^H 


1 Walden, Chas. William, Lord, 60. 


Walter (1641). SO. ^^^M 


WalVlate. Subbd, 72, 82. 


Walter, London (1648). 26, 27. ^^^M 


Wauell, Alice and Joan, 56. 


William (1556), 9-11. ^^^H 


W«d. John. Lord Mayor of Loudon, 54, 66 „.,U. 


William, ■ White<Uwer' (15721, 18. ^^^H 


, Ware, or Lai^e. Anne and Jobn. 6, 9. 


William (1068). 23. ^^^H 


■ Warter, Anne, Jane, John, and Marjory, 13, 


William (1683). 2S. ^^^H 


1^^ Waryng, Nicolas, S. 


William Bromley (1760), 47. ^^^^^^M 


^^^h Waeborow, Henry. 87. 


DennyB, Sir HasriM (1668), SO, IIS. ^^^^^^^H 
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WillB of (continued^ : 

Edwards, William (U87), 53 and note. 

Hill. Sir Thomas, Kt. (1485), 53 note. 

Palter, Edward (1572), 67. 

RAY611, Robert (1490-1), 53 note. 

Wale, Joan (1592), 19. 
WUflford, Alice, 65, 71, 72, 74 ; Thomai, 71, 72. 



Wiltdiire, John, 15. 

Wingate, George, 74, 79. 

Wolff, Edith, 6. 

Wray, Mr. and lire., 47 ; Sir William UUithorne, 

Bart., 49. 
Wren, Christopher, 45. 
Wyncote, Henry, 63, 66. 
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These Memoirs have been attempted upon a scale and plan of which there are few examples in English 
literature. The method is borrowed from the French genealogists of the 17th century, whose exhaustive 
memoirs of particular families are universally recognised as being important contributions to the local 
and domestic History of France. Such books were often undertaken as labours of love by men of 
literary distinction ; and that famous scholar Menage was not ashamed to avow that of all his works 
The History of the House of SabU was that which cost him the most labour, and in which he took the 
most pride. 

Tlie Memoirs of the Chesters of Chicheley have been compiled with scrupulous accuracy, and every 
statement is vouched by reference to proofs and authorities. They are mainly derived from Records 
hitherto unpublished, and contain full Abstracts of above three hundred Wills. 

The contents cannot be estimated from the title-page, for they comprise the true history of so many 
families and famous men that they traverse almost the whole field of English genealogy. They are 
not, however, a mere collection of elaborate pedigrees ; for they correct a multitude of errors hitherto 
accepted without challenge in standard books of reference, and they throw light on many dark passages 
of History and Biography, by proo& of social and domestic connexions hitherto ignored or misstated. It 
is hoped that the method adopted will relieve the narrative from that repulsive dryness and meagreness 
which unially disfigure English books of genealogy, and make them so irksome to the general reader* 



A7no>igsl ihc Families^ whose History is relaled in detail, or illustrakd by Tabuh 
Pedigrees, or corrected, are the following ■■ 



[ Aniaclaa of London. 
Amcotts of HarriDgton ani.1 Astiop. 
Anderson of Eyworth, Earts. 
Anest.y of Esses. 

Buukvort]! of London. 

Bassett Lords Bassett of Sapcota. 

Beanpni of Beanpiii Hall. 

Bell of Beaupre Hall 

Bernard of Isdham. 

Billing of AatwelL 

Blaydwin of Boston. 

Blount, Earla of Newport. 

BIythman of Leeds. 

Botolcr Lords Eoteler of Brantfield. 

Botolor of Wattou WooJball. 

Bowci of Jenkina. 

Breaaey of Battursca, 
\ Brown of Horbling. 
I Brown of SaMoetby and Pinch- 
Brown of Walcot and Horbling. 

Bryce of Jenkins. 

Bullock of Jfaplesteail. 

Burrell of Dowsby. 

Bury of Oxfordshire. 

Caltliorpo of Buriiliani. 

Calthorpe of Norfolk. 

Cambell of Barking, Barts. 

Cape of London. 

Cart Wright of Ossington. 

Catelyn of Northamptonshire. 

Cave of Chicheley. 

Cave of Ingarsby. 

Cave of Stanford-on-Avou. 

[Chapman of London, Barts. 
Chester of Earbadoes, 
Cheater of Bucks. 
Cheater of Chicheley. 
Chester of East Haddon. 
Chester of Leigh. 
Chester of London. 
Cheater of Stow St. Edward. 
Cheater of Tilaworth. 
Clare, Earls of Hertford and Glon- 
eester, 
Clare, Earls of Pembroke. 
Clobury of Winchester. 
Coggeshall of Essex. 
Colevillo Lords Colovillo of 
Bytham. 
Coningsby of Hampton. 
Cony of North Stoke. 
Cradock, Lords Howden, 
Cranford of Newington, 
Cranmor ale. Wood. 



Cramner of jValactou. 
Cranmerof AatwoodandLoudham. 
Cranmer of Canterbury and Rotter- 
dam, 
Cranmer of Chevening. 
Cranmer of Kirkatall. 
Cranmei of London. 
Cranmer of Mitcham and Quendon. 
Crawley Boevey, Borta. 
Croke of Chilton, Bucks. 
D 'Am Dry, Lords, 
Darcy Lords IJarcy. 
Doroward of Essex. 
Dormer of Qiiainton. 
Drayton of Striston. 
Drnry of Hawstod. 
Duncombo of Brougliton. 
DunamorQ, Leigli Lords. 
EUis of KiddalL 
Eynyon, Barts. 
Eolbtigge of Felbrigge. 
Ferrers Lords Ferrers of Womme. 
Fisher of Islington, Barts. 
Fisher of Wisbech. 
Fita-Hugb, Lords. 
Fletcher of Eothbury. 
Floud als. Lloyd of Chevening. 
Fodoringhay. 
Foster of Dowaby. 
Freere of the Blankets. 

Gardiner of Cuddeadon. 
Gaunt, John of^ Descendants of. 
Gornonof Dakewell. 
Gomon of Essex. 
Gemon of Ireland. 
Gifford of Astwell. 
Gobaud of Rippingalc. 
Gohion of Hertfordshire. 
Gobion of Northampton. 
Grey stock, Lords. 

Hampden of Great Hampden. 

Haselden of Gilden Worden. 

Hawkwood of Hedingbam Sible. 

Hawtrey of Ruislip. 

Herris of Chevening. 

Heton of Wisbech, 

Hewett of London. 

Hewett of Strettoa and Great Glen. 

Hewett of Wales and Paraloea. 

Hill of Hampton, 

HUl of Walthamstow. 

Holland, Earls of Kent. 

Holt of Aston, Barts. 

Horton of Catton. 



Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 
Howard, Lords, of Escrick, 
Hughes of Northampton. 

Irby of Whaplode. 
Isbam of Braunaton. 
Isham of Pytehloy. 

Jenkinson of Walcot, BartB.^| 
Jesson of Loughboroagh. 
Joan of Arc, Descend^ts of.fl 

Kenrick of Kent. 
Kenrick of Kotterdara. 
Kestovon, Trollope Lords. 
King of Maplestead. 

Langloy of Knowlton. 
Leigh, Earls of Chichester. 
Lowyn of London. 
Lloyd of Chevening. 
Lovett of Astwell, 
Lylling of Abington. 

Jf^nwaring of Goltho. 
Mallory of Welton. 
Methold of London and Norfolk. 
Millicent of Bergham. 
Sfolineux of Teversall, Barts. 
Montacute, Earls of Salisbury. 
Montacuto Lords Montacute of 

Bungay. 
Montlichet, Barons. 
Monthernter, Lords. 

Nance of Trengoff, 

Netbercotes of Nettleham. 

Neville, Earls of Salisbury and 
Westmoreland. 

Newport, Earls of. 
( Noel of Kirkby, Barts, 
. Norfolk, Dukes of 

Northumberland, Earls 

Norton of Sbarponhoe. 

Nott of Thames Ditton. 

Offloy of London. 
Oneby of Barwel! and Loui 
Osborne, Dukes of Leeds. 
Osborne of Parsloes and NorthilL ' 

Peyton of Dodduigton, Barts, 
Peyton of Iselham, Earts. 
Peyton of Knowlton, BnrU. , 
Peyton of Peyton Hall. 
Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 
Plantagenot, 

Plumtree of Nottingham 
Pointz of North Ockendon. 



Pope of London. 
Porter of Gloucestershire. 
Porter of Lincolnshire. 
Portland, Weston, Earls of. 
Ponlton of Deshorough. 

Quincey of Aslackhy. 

Bands of Nettleham. 

Eemington of Lund. 

Eoche of Wixley and Lamer. 

Roper of Heanor. 

Eoyal Descents. 

Eyley of London. 

Byley of Norfolk. 

Sackville of Essex. 

St. George of Hatley St. George. 

St. George of Kilrush. 

Saxhy of Northampton. 

Scales, de. Lords. 

Scrope of Barking. 

Seward of Bengworth. 

Shan of Methley. 

Skrimshire of Aqualato. 

Smyth of Elkington. 



Smyth of Linford. 
Smyth of Thames Ditton. 
Sneyd of Keele. 
Southampton, Earls of. 
Stapylton of Ingham. 
Strange of Blackmere, Lords. 

Talbot, Lords. 
Taylor of Newark. 
Throckmorton of Coughton. 
Tindal of Essex. 
Toller of Billinghorough. 
Toller of Stamford. 
Tomlins of Bow. 
Tomlins of Bromley. 
Trollopc, Barts. 
Trott of Colney Hatch. 
Tyndale of Hay ling Island. 
TyndaU of Deen. 
Tyndall of Hock wold. 
TyndaU of Maplestead. 

Ufford, Earls of Suffolk. 
UfFord of Langley, Lords. 
Ufford of Wrontham. 

Vaux of Harrowden, Lords. 



Vere, Earls of Oxford. 
Vere of Addington. 
Villiers of Brookshy, Barts. 
Villiers, Viscounts Grandison. 

Waller of Beaconsfield. 

Waller of ColeshilL 

Waters of Glamorganshire. 

Webb als. Wood of Great Bealings. 

Webb of Kensington. 

Weston, Earls of Portland. 

Weston of Lichfield. 

Weston of Roxwell. 

Wigfall of Renishaw. 

WoUaston of London and Waltham. 

WoUaston of Perton and London. 

WoUaston of Perton and Trescot 
Grange. 

WoUaston of Shenton and Fin- 
borough. 

Wood als. Cranmer of Loudham. 

Wood of Hackney. 

Wriothesley, Earls of Southampton. 

Yorke of Ashby. 



Amongst the Distingtcished Persons, whose Biography or Genealogy is narrated, illustrated, 

or corrected, are the following : 

Robert Amadas, Master of the Mint, 1526. 

Richard Coote, Earl of BeUamont, Gov. of New York, 



1G9C. 

Sir Robert Bell, Lord Chief Baron, 1577. 
Sir Hugh Bryce, Lord Mayor, 1485. 
Sir Thomas BiUing, Lord Chief Justice, 1469-81. 
William Bromley, Speaker, 1710. 
John Bury, translator of Isocrates, 1571. 
Mountjoy Blount, Earl of Newport, 1628-66. 
Alice Boloyne, Lady Clere, 1507. 

Joseph CaryU, Presbyterian Divine, 1652. 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough. 

Andrew Card, SoUcitor-G^neral of Queen Catherine. 

Sir John Clobury of Winchester, 1687. 

Sir WiUiam Chapman, Bart., South Sea Director, 1721. 

Sir John Chapman, Lord Mayor, 1688. 

George Cranmer, Hooker's favourite pupU, 1599. 

Sir Csesar Cranmer, Equerry of Queen Mary IL, 1640- 
1707. 

Sir WiUiam Cranmer, Governor of the Merchant Ad- 
venturers, 1691. 

Sir Henry Chester, KB., 1660. 

Sir WiUiam Chester, Lord Mayor, 1560. 

John Cokayne, Lord Chief Baron, 1399-1429. 

Sir Humphrey Coningsby, Judge, 1510-35. 

Thomas Chester, Bishop of Elphin, 1580-4. 

Sir Ambrose Cave, Chaiicellor of the Duchy of Lancas- 
ter, 1558. 



William Coningsby, Judge, 1540. 

Sir George Croke, Judge, 1624-42. 

Dr. Cradock, Archbishop of DubUn, 1772-78. 

WiUiam Dillingham, Master of Emmanuel CoUege, 

1660. 
Thomas, Lord Darcy, beheaded 1538. 

Stephen Egerton, Puritan preacher, 1622. 
Charles Eyre, Equerry of Prince George of Denmark, 
1706. 

Sir John Fitz-James, Lord Chief Justice, 1526-39. 
Charles Fitzroy, Duke of Southampton and Cleveland, 

1674-1730. 
Sir Simon Felbrigg, K.G., Standard-bearer of England, 

1442. 

Robert Gemon, Domesday Baron, 1087. 

Stephen GofTe, the Oratorian, 1666. 

Sir Thomas Ghirdiner, SoHcitor-General of Charles I., 

1643. 
Sir John Gemon, Chief Justice of Ireland, 1338. 
Sir John Hawkwood, the Condottiere, 1360-94. 
John Hampden, the Patriot, 1595-1643. 
Sir William Hewett, Lord Mayor, 1559. 
Edward, Lord Howard of Escrick, 1628-75. 

Sir Justinian Lewyn, Master in Chancery, 1660. 

Edward Lowe, the Musician, 1632-82. 

Sir Richard Lane, Lord Keeper of Charles L 

Francis Leigh, Earl of Chichester, 1644-53. 

Sir WUliam Methold, Chief Justice of Ireland, 1617. 



Edwanl, Lord Montacute, 1342-61. 

NicKolfls Morton, the Pope's Penitentiary, 1309. 

Sir Jolm MilboiimB.LordMayor 1521, and Founder of 

the Drapers' Aim sbo uses. 
Captain John Maeou, Founder of tlie State of New 

Hampshire, 1635. 
Sir Thomas Nevill, Secretary of Stat* to Henry VIII. 
Jo!m Nnnfan, Governor of New Yorli, ITlll. 
Dr. Nalaon, the Historiau, 1080, 
Thomas Norton, M.P., author of Gorboduc, 1532-1B84, 
John Nowdegat* of Uarcfiold, 1593. 
John da Offord, Archbishop Elect of Canterbury, 1349. 
Major Onehy, the Duolhst, 1727. 
Sir Eilward Osborne, Lord Mayor, 1583. 
Thomas Pointz of Antwerp, tlio friend of Tyndale the 

lieformer, 153G. 
Sir John Peyton, Lieutenant of the Tower 1597 and 

Governor of Jersey 1604-30, 
Sir Edward Peyton, Paritan pamphleteer, 1652. 
Eiidymion Porter, Poot and Courtier, 1649. 
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 
Thomas, 8th Earl ofPembroke.Vioeroy of Ireland, 1683. 
Henry Parry, Bishop of Worcester, lSlO-16, 
Sir Edward Ityngley, Marshal of Cahiia, 1532-41. 
William Kyley, the Herald, 1641. 
William Rylcy, Keeper of the Records, 1676. 
Sir Philip Eyley, Sergeaut-at-Arras, 1728. 
Henry llands, Bishop of Lincoln, 1547-,11. 
Sir William Koohe, Lord Mayor, 1540. 
Richard Eogers, Suffragan- Bishop of Dover, 1568-97. 
Samuel Koper, the Antiquary, 1634. 
Dr, John Spencer, President of Corpus and Editor of 

Hooker, 1614. 
Sir Edward Saunders, Lord Chief Justice, 1557. 
Lawrence Saunders, the Martyr, 1554. 
John Strype, the Uiatorian. 
* gilvei-toDgued' Henry Smith, the Preacher, 1583. 



EUzabeth Shirley, one of tlie Foundera of St. Moniwi 
at Louvain, 1609. 

Robert de Ufford, Earl of Suffolk, K.G., 1337-09. 

William de Uiford, Earl of Suffolk, E.G.. 1369-82. 

Henry Stubba, Physician and Author, 1660. 

Frances Stuart, CountcBS of Portland, 1632-94, 

Sir Ijiwrenoe Tanfield, Lord Chief Baron, 1607-24. 

John Toller, Sorjeant-at-Law, 17.36. 

Nathaniel Tomk'ins, ' of Waller's Plot,' 1G43. 

Sir Benjamin Thoroughgood, Sheriff of London, 1685. 

Sir John Tyndall, Master in Chancery, 1598-1616, 

Dr. Humphrey Tyndall, De.tn of Ely, 1591-1614. 

Matthew Tindnl, tiie Freethinker, 

Nicholas Tinda], translator of Rapin. ^^M 

Ralph do Uflbrd, Viceroy of Ireland, 1346. ^H 

Sir George Villiers, Bart., of Brooksby, ^^B 

George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, K.G. 

John Winthrop, Governor of Massachusetts, 1629. 

Sir John Wollaaton, Lord Mayor, 1644. 

William Wollaaton, author of Religion of Nature, 1 720. 

Lieut. -General Sir John Waters, K.C,B., Adjutant- 
General at Waterloo, 1774-1843. 

Richaid Weston, Judge, 1559-72. 

Richard Weston, Earl of Portland and Lord High Trea- 
surer, 1628. 

Jerome Weston, Earl of Portland, K.G,, 1634-63. 

Charles Weston, Earl of Portland, 16C3-5. 

Thomas Wood, Bishop of Lichfield, 1671-92. 

Edmund Waller, the Poet, 1C05-1687. 

.Sir Henry Wood, Bart., Treasurer of Queen Henrietta 
Maria, 1597-1671. 

Nathaniel Wyche, Pi'esident of India, 1659. 

Isaac Walton, author of the Complete Atiglei; 162C- 
1683. 

ChristopherWandeaford, Lord Deputy of Ireland, 1640. 

John Williams, author of ^iiJaam's .^m, 1619. 

Mary Wood, Duchess of Southampton, 1664.1680. 

General Edmund Waters, C.B., 1783-1866. 
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THE ACADEMY, 
June 21, 1870. 

It would be impossible witliin the compass of a single 
article to deal fairly with these volumes — ^impossible to 
give any adequate idea of the immense field of research 
over which their author has travelled ; or of the extraor- 
dinary minuteness of his investigations ; or of the patience, 
sagacity, and indomitable energy he has displayed ; or of 
the many curious and suggestive results he has arrived at. 
As for tiie Chesters tliemselves, the reader will care but 
little for them ; they serve as the text to a sermon which 
has at times almost as little to do with them as many 
other sermons have to do with their texts. Even Mr. 
Waters, with all his ingenuity, cannot make much of the 
bearers of a name which he delighteth to honour. But as 
we are led on to follow the fortunes of all the collateral 
branches and wander into the mazes wliich the author 
helps us to tliread, we are tempted to believe — and can 
hardly resist the temptation — tliat a family which furnishes 
an excuse for gathering together all this fascinating as- 
semblage of recondite lore must have been a race of giants. 
Genealogists are to history what microscopists are to phy- 
sical science. For the most part they are only genealogists, 
and when they are so they are a dreary lot. A pedigree 
in its nakedness is a gaunt and forbidding skeleton, and if 
the construction of one of those terrible schemes yclept a 
' family tree' be all that a Dryasdust aims at elaborating, 
he is doing no more than setting up a withered hortus 
siccus for credulous simpletons to stare at. It is rarely 
safe to do more. 

Mr. Waters is a very different person from the ordinary 
pedigree-maker; in his view a man is something very 
much more than a name. He counts it his duty to spare 
no pains in attempting to find out what each unit in the 
long series he is concerned with was made of; what he 
contributed to the stock upon which he was grafted ; what 
he derived from those from whom he was sprung. But he 
is impatient of fiction, and a vexy serere critic of other 



men's work. The fables of heralds and antiquaries, falsely 
so called, he cannot away with; tlie blunders of pretenders 
he remorselessly exposes. In the undeniable facts of his- 
tory he finds and lays before us all that is most startling 
and pathetic in romance. It may seem incredible to most 
readers that in a book wliich contains extracts from some 
two hundred parish registers and abstracts of nearly four 
hundred wills there should be a fund of anecdote and a 
wealtli of illustration which makes it difficult to leave off 
reading when one begins to turn over the pages. 

Perhaps one of tlie charms of the book consists in its 
fearless censure of all bad work and bad workmen. We all 
have a prurient liking to see our fellow-creatures * shown 
up,' and the operation is performed in these volumes in a 
very trenchant manner. ' The birth and character of Chief 
Justice Billing . . . have been assailed by Lord Campbell 
with reckless animosity ;* then woe to Lord Campbell, for 
he comes under Mr. Waters' lash, and by the time he has 
done with his victim he is as efiectually demolished, extin- 
guished, and exposed as Ms best friends — who are said to 
find pleasure in that kind of process — could desire. 

Mr. Shirley, * a genealogical writer of considerable pre- 
tensions,' unluckily bungles in his account of the Lovetts 
of Astwell, a family that somehow or oUier gets dragged 
into tliis Chester vortex. Mr. Waters comes to the rescue, 
and, merciless foe to inaccuracy, he tilts at Mr. Shirley, 
and leaves him rolling in the dust Burke, in his History 
of the Commoners, adopts an apocryphal pedigree of tlie 
Ellis's of Kiddall : forthwith tliis knight-errant of genealogy 
is upon him, and the 'untrustworthy character' of the 
document in question is not only exposed, but its falsity is 
conclusively demonstrated. With Mr. Waters there are 
some crimes that may be venial, but no errors are to be 
forgiven : a genealogist who is tolerant of inaccuracy ap- 
pears to him a monster. 

And yet, as I have said, the book is full to overflowing 
of the most curious stories, sometimes very tragic, some- 
times grotesque in the extreme. What an affecting sketch 
I is that of Thomas Poyntz, the Reformer ! Poyntz, it ap- 
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peaiB, lived at Antwerp, where he was making money, (ind 
showing hoapitftlity ; but Ids leanings were all to ouo side— 
the Gospellers were liia delight. His wife wan one with 
him, and it Beems that she kept an alms-box in a con- 
Bpienoos part of the lionse, possihlj for pisitorB to drop 
their oontribntions into for tlie relief of llio persecnted and 
oppreased in less faroured lands. Tyndole, the translator 
of the New Testament, was a hosom friend of Poynt/, who 
entertained liim for long iu Lis kousu ; and when poor 
Tjndole orosscd the Channel, and was caught and Hung 
into prinon, it seems lliat PoyntK, growing anxious, took 
ahip, and bravely went to tlie Leipof liis &ieud, if haply he 
might save liim from liis fate. Of course Pojutz fiiiled, 
as we all know, hut we did not know how narrowly he 
himself eseaped the fate which Xyndalo met with on tlie 
;. BcafTold. 

Again, what a curious picture of the difficulties that 
t joung lovers ia tlie sixteenth century had to contend with 
in the story of the poet Waller's wooing and 
The Court of Aldermen and the Lord Mayor 
I against him, for Ids wife, Anne Bankes. was ' an 
rtrpbon of ttie City,' and an heiress, and it hart the dignity 
of the City magnates that ' Mr. Waller hath diverse tymes 
attempted to visit her, much yinportnning to know by what 
order she should be kept from sight of liim.' It was nil 
in vain ; the lovers were too much for Uio City folks, and 
[ were married oonifortably enough in the end. 

'Q curious still, what a notion wo gain of tlie 
[amazing condition of our prisons iu Quccu Elizahetli's 
K^me when we find tliat Wisboaeh Castle, whicli was the 
I great place of detention for Eoman Catbohe priests, had 
ftncluaUy become at the end of her reign 'a seminary for 
I cormpt youths,' where the sons of the Catholic malcontent 
L gentry received their ednoation at the hands of the iucar- 
f oorated ' Mass Priests' ! 

That violent contrasts in conduct and opinions are to 

I be met with in tliat picturesque period when Engla:id was 

divided into the two camps of passionate antagonists — the 

one the representatives of Geneva, the other of Home— ia 

known to all who have carefully studied our annals. But 

there are few more striking instances than ia afforded by 

L flie case of Laurence Saunders, who was hwnt at CovenUy 

a a Protestant under Queen Mary; while his brother — n 

L lealoua partisan of that Queen, appointed by her Chief 

■ Justice of England, and knighted by King Phihp — was 

Pjamoved from his office by Queen Elizabeth for Ids attaoh- 

I'ment to tlie Roman faith and ritual. 

How few there are nowadays who oven know the nnmo 
of Henry Smith ! — ' the Chrysostom of England,' as he 
was cuUed : the man whose sermons Fuller published nud. 
as we should now call it, ' edited' more tlian eixty years 
after his dcatli. He died at thirty-one, and, for all that 
appears, unmarried: but, young though he was, hepreaclicd 
a telling sermon once on the duty oj'moikert mtklimj Iheir 
oitH chUdnii, and he preached ao well Umt ' many persons 
of honoor and worship, ladies and great gentlewomen, 
I forthwith recalled their children home in order to suckle 
L fliem themselves.' 



Quaint stories like tlUs swarm in these t 
give a life and interest to the book, and n 
alone as a uiuquo example of what a man c 
scholarly training can do with a subjeot hith 
to be esBanlially vapid and barren. It ia the merit of l&.l 
Waters' volumes thot tliey never let us feel that w 
dealing witli mere names : bis people are alive, or at any 
rate wo are oarricd back to Jjio limes when they were 
living. Tlie author lias that rare gift of historical ima^na- 
tion which enables bim to sympathise with the past, and 
so to present us with vivid sketches of a state of things 
which has gone for ever. Perhaps it oan be said of no 
book in the langnnge, extending over eight hundred quarto 
pages, and reviewing more or less carefully the lives of 
some thousands of people, some of whom played a very 
inconsiderable pai't in their day— a book, too, whieh doos 
not even profess to ho more than Genealogical Memoirs of 
an extinct family of English gentry of the second rank — 
that it is not only a readable book, but an eminaully enter- 
taining one, and that it deserves to teJce rank as a valuable 
contribution to the domestioldstory of England. We have 
nothing like it on our side of the Channel, and it may be 
doubted whoLtier even tlio old French genealogista ever 
produced a work at once so careful and so exhaustive. 

As I said at starting, it wonld be impossible to give 
nny one a due idea of tlie ireallh of materials worked up 
in these volumes. The account of the Cmnmer family ia 
in itself a monograph of great value ; the chapter 
Tyndales of Hockwold and Maplestead, wiUk the episode 
of the succession to the crown of Bohemia, would make a 
representative volume. When one reads all that Mr. 
Waters has got together about Wdham Itjley — &ther and 
son — Keepers of the Ilecords, and preeminent for anld- 
quarian and heraldic lore, one wonders whether in 
mysterious way the same gifts which distinguished those 
indefatigable scholai's may not have been transmitted to 
"islt. Waters himself by a freak of lieredeity. He him aplf 
has pointed out iu a very striking passage the strong 
family likeness in the characters of John, Duke of Marl- 
borough, BndWUltBmritt.EariorChatham; but it is not 
a little stariliiig to bo told that that similarity ia to bo 
traced in tlieir common likeness to George TiUiers, Duke 
of Buckingham, and that the two former stutcsmeu had 
Villiers blood in their veins. Surprises like this give a 
new charm to historical leseareh. If we will hut keep our 
eyes open there is no lack of discoveries which still remain 
for the student of history who is not afraid of independent 
inqniry. 

ArGDBXL-s Jessopi 



OlUrEKOD'S HISTORY OF CHESHIBE. 

Edited by T, Hblsdy, 18ft0, vol ii. p. 728. 

NiiU to the peili//reB of BoteUr : 

Mvmoirn of tlie Cliviters of OldcIwUjj, by R. E. Cheater 

Waters. — A very accurate, able, and interesting work, 

dealing with a vast variety of &cts in a small compass. 



